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In presenting for the consideration of the young men of the United States, during
this hundredth anniversary of American Independence, the republication of the “ Pring-
Ples and Ads of the Revolution in America,” published by the late Hesckiah Niles, Editor
of the “ Weekly Register,” and dedicated by him to their predecessors fifty-four years ago,
it is with the hope that, by the perusal of the speeches, orations, and proceedings of the
Revolutionary period in the United States, embraced in this volume, they may be
encouraged, as expressed by its Editor, “to adhere to the simplicity of truth, as set
forth by the principles and acts of their fathers, and emulate the noblest deeds when
the liberties of their country are endangered by foreign enemies, or domestic encroach-
ments, so that the blessings which those patriots won, may descend to posterity, and
our Republic forever continue to be the pride of humahity, and an asylum for the
oppressed of all nations.”

As the work has been out of print for more than a half century, and its contents
being regarded as an invaluable addition to our country’s history during “ the time that
tried men’s souls,” (the collection of speeches, orations, and proceedings, with but few
exceptions, not being found in any other compilation), and having been frequently
solicited to republish the work with reference to its circulation, in the belief that its
perusal, during this Centennial Celebration of our Independence, would to some extent
result in cementing the bonds uniting us as a Nation, and “excite a love of freedom,
and lead the people to vigilance, as a condition on which it is granted,” the volume is
respectfully submitted to the public, with the hope that the expectations of its friends
may in part, at least, be realized. ’

Samurr V. NiLgs.
WASHINGTON, 1876.

Note.—The work has been thoroughly revised, with classification of contents under the respective
Colonies, and in chronological order.

Corvmgur.
SAMURL V. NILRES.
1876,



RECOMMENDATIONS. .

THE following letters have been received from prominent statesmen and
jurists of the country, strongly urging the republication of this work, believing
that its circulation during the Centennial Year of our Independence, would go
far toward fostering a feeling of national unity and patriotism #

From the late HON, HENRY WILSON, Vice President of the United States.

NATICK, MASS., Seplember 30, 1875,
SAwvuzL V. NiLxs, Esq., Waskington, D. C. ) 30 1578
DzAx Sir: Your proposed publication, it seems to me, is very important and very opportune, as the
nation more than ever needs to be carried back to the * principles” of the men who inaugurated the
movement that resulted in the formation of our Government, and to a study of the *‘acts which made up
that great Revolution.” Surely our young men can hardly go to a higher or better source for both in-
formation and inspiration than that you propose to invite them to; and I wish you all success in your
undertaking.

From the HON. HAMILTON FisH, Secretary of State of the United States,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON, Ocfober 1, 1875.

For a longer period than falls to the lot of many men to be doing good to their race and generation,
Hezekiah Niles was among the most valuable eontribnt/on of valuable information to the American
people. :

I am very glad to leamn that you propose to publish the * Principles and Acts of the American
Revolution.”

It is well from time to time to examine the foundations of the structure in which we live ; and there
can be no better time than the present to lay again before the people the honest inward heartfelt thoughts
and motives and aims of the men who sided in laying the foundation stones of the Government under
which so many live, thoughtless and heedless of the great principles essential to support the structure
reared with such wisdom and such care.

No greater public service can be rendered than to inoculate the generation living at the first Centen-
nial Anniversary of our national existence with some of the forgotten, discarded * old-fashioned ” notions
and principles of simple, honest, disinterested patriotism which moved and governed the men who
brought the nation into existence.

From the HON, Wu. PINKNEY WHYTE, U. S. Senator from Maryland.

BALTIMORE, Sept. 15, 1875.

I am quite sure the publication afresh of the Principles and Acts of the American Revolution will
produce a most beneficial effect on the rising generation at this period of time. Something should
be dene to arouse the youth of the land to the priceless heritage of liberty, and nothing could be
better calculated for that purpose than the republication of the speeches, orations, and proceedings of
the heroes of the Revolution.

Fyom the Hox, Henry C. Carzy, Pokml Economist, Philadelphia, Pa.

PHILADELPHIA, Seplember 9, 1875,

I am very glad to see that you propose republishing your grandfather’s admirable collection of the
Principles and Acts of the American Revolution, and for these reasons: jfirs¢, that our young men may
be enabled to study, and to profit by the study of the sayings and doings of their predecessors ; and
second, that they may have matter to call to mind my old friend, the editor, one of the very best and
most useful of all the men I have ever known, No man who ever knew him can do otherwise than
bold bis memory in veneration.
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From the Hon, HeNeY A. Wise, late Representative in Congress and Govermer of Virginia, Rwhulu'. Va,

RICHMOND, VA., September 9, 1875,
néhveneeivetlmdmdthemle-pqeof the Principles and Acts of the American Revoluuon,eon-
piled, &c.

I always had the highest respect for “ Niles’ Register,” as a fall and generally accurate source of
information. Hezekiah Niles, Esq., in spite of strong political prejudices, could as well be relied on for
statement of facts as any other publisher I ever sought information from. He was warm in his Ameri-
can affections, and sought to inspire a true republican patriotism, and fortified the national feelings and
faith by his Register and all his works. I therefore confide much in any compilation of his or from his
Register. Benjamin Elliot, Esq., in his letter in 1816 to him said: “ The present (1816) is a most pro-
pitious period for the compilation—the feelings and sentiments of 76 were never so prevalent as at pres-
ent.” This he offered as a reason for the compilation. And now a#7Ais present, 1 urge the very opposite
reason for the republication: ZAa¢ mever wery the feelings and sentiments of '76 less prevalent than now.
What with the immense mass of immigrant population, naturally ignorant of our institutions and history ;
what with the feelings embittered by the late civil war; and what with what is called “ Young America”
and its tendency and influence—there has been an awful chasm cleft between *76 and this present time,
and, not like the slip in mining, the veins of formation don't continue in the same direction. We are
departing from republicanism, forgetful and ignorant of the safeguards of liberty, regulated by organic
and statute law, and we are rapidly tending to the conceatration of all power in the hands of one man,
or an oligarchy in Congress. Even at a sacrifice of some pecuniary loss, I beg you to republish and cir-
culate this work. It will not be read by a large majority in this generation, but it will be a magazine
for a few republican patriots, and if fitted for the schools and colleges will go far and do much to revive
the sentiments and feelings of *76 in the next generation. We need a revival of “ political religion.”
Patriotism is a religion, sacred and holy—the amor patrie, founded on the amor loci, which broods like
a dove over cradles, hearths, altars, and graves of Aewse. It has its country, it has its fathers, it has its
faith, it has its hope and love, and then lthumpummeemdperpemity Revive us, O Lord ;
revive us, I pray.

From the Hon, THOMAS A. HENDRICKS, Governor of Indiana.

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, September 10, 1878,
I am gratified to learn that you intend to republish the * Principles and Acts of the American Revo-
lution,” being & compilation of speeches, orations, and interesting articles of the revolutionary period.
prepared and originally published by your grandfather, Hezekiah Niles. I suppose he was more gener-
ally known to American readers as the editor and publisher of “ Niles’ Register,” a periodical at one
time universally, and, now, generally known, and highly appreciated for its varied and reliable informa~
tion,
In this enterprise, you will make a valuable and very interesting contribution to the literature of 1876,
I cannot doubt that it will be received by the young men whose patriotism will be stimulated by the
Centennial Celebration of our Independence, in the spirit and beautiful sentiment in which it was dedi
cated to the young men of the United States in 1823.

From the HoN. EDWARDS PIRRREPONT, Atlorney General of the United States.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON, September 15, 1875,
1 have read your preface to the “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution.” T believe it would be a
great advantage, not only to the young men, but to all men of the country, to have the work repub-
lished for the Centennial Anniversary.

Fyom the HON, REVERDY JOHNSON, Baltimors, Md., laie Atiorney Genevol and Semator of the United
States,

BALTIMORER, MD., Seplember 9, 1875.

Your note of yesterday is received. I am glad to hear that you contemplate republishing the * Prin-
ciples and Acts of the Revolution” compiled by your grandfather, the late Hezekiah Niles. The work,
when it first appeared, was justly esteemed a valuable contribution to the political history of our country.
Its revival now cannot fail to be most advantageous. The men whose thoughts are there embodied
were patriots of the purest type, and the principles they inculcated must find a ready response from the
hearts of all their descendants who are true and enlightened lovers of liberty. This work, together with
the Declaration of Independence, cannot be but highly cherished by the immense multitude who will be
assembled on the fourth of July, 1876, to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of our existence as &
free and independent nation,
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From General and Ex-Representative BERJAMIN F. BuTLER,
BOSTON, September 25, 1875.

If mry body had the same views of the publication of *“ Niles' Principles and Acts of the American
Revolution,” of which you send me the preface, that I have, there would be no doubt of the propriety
and necessity for the public good of its publication. I hope you will go on with your enterprise, and
bid you God speed in your work.

From the HON, JOHN LETCHER, late Representative and Ex-Govermor of Virginia.
LEXINGTON, VA., Sept. 16, 187s.

It gives me great pleasure cordially to commend your publication to public favor. The time for its
appearance is most judiciously selected.

The only complete copy I have ever seen was owned by the venerable Andrew Alexander, now de-
ceased, and was purchased by myself at the sale of his property. The facts embodied in it were of the
most valuable and interesting character, and I am gratified that you propose to reproduce them in a
shape for permanent preservation.

——

From JusTICE W. STRONG, U. S. Swpreme Court,
WASHINGTON, Sept. 17, 1875,

T learn with much pleasure that you contemplate a republication in 1876 of the * Principles and Acts
of the American Revolution,” compiled and published in 1822 by your grandfather, Hezekiah Niles,
The work was invaluable when it was first published, and its republication will be doubly valuable in
our Centennial year. What every true patriot must ardently desire is a new birth of the spirit which
prevailed in the days of the Revolution. What that spirit was, and what were the feelings that con-
trolled the action of the revolutionary fathers, we can best gather from the few remains that are left of
their speeches and acts. Your grandfather was a most industrious and accurate compiler, and the work

which he published in 1822, long since out of print, more than any single book with which I am.

acquainted, may be expected to reveal the revolutionary spirit, and awaken in the hearts of young men
the love of constitutional freedom and an attachment to those principles which are essential to its

preservation. I hope nothing will deter you from carrying out your design.

From HoN. JosePH P. BRADLEY, Fudge Supreme Court United States.
STowE, VT., Sept. 23, 1875.
The republication of the “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution,” I should think, would be emi-
nently calculated to foster a feeling of national unity and patriotism.

From JusTICE NATHAN CLIFFORD, United States Supreme Court.
PORTLAND, MAINE, Sept. 18, 1875.

T am of the opinion that the republication of the * Principles and Acts of the American Revolution”
would present a useful compilation to the present generation, both young and old, as tending to revive
the recollection of the Principles and Acts of the American Revolution, which ought to be cherished
and revered.

From the HoN. M. C. KRR, Speaker of the House of Representatives from Indiana,
DxnvER, COLORADO, Sept. 17, 1875.
It gives me great pleasure to learn that you are about to republish that very interesting, instructive,
and usefal work of your patriotic and distinguished grandfather, Hezekiah Niles, entitled “ Principles
and Acts of the Revolution.” It is not creditable to the country that it has been suffered to go out of
print, You have chosen a most opportune period for its reproduction—our Centennial year. It will
add profitable store to the beneficent and patriotic literature of that year.

From JusticE N. H. SWAYNE, U. S. Supreme Court.
WASHINGTON, Sept. 27, 1875.

I am familiar with the work entitled “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution in America,” edited and
published by Hezekiah Niles. It is a book of high character and great historic interest and value. It
is out of print, and in my judgment ought to be republished. There can be no more suitable time for
doing this than now. The volume will be an apt centennial offering to the nation.

From JusticE DAVID DAvis, U, S. Supreme Conrt.
BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS, Sept. 27, 1875,
From an inspection of the title-page of the * Principles and Acts of the American Revolution,” com-
piled by your grandfather (which you were kind enough to send me), I should judge that their republi.
cation at this time would be of advantage to the young men of the country.
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From HoN. Gzo. W. JoNus, late U. S. Senator, Jowa.
’ DusUQUE, Iowa, O¢t. 10, 1875,

1 am very clearly of the opinion that a republication of the * Principles and Acts of the American
Revolution,” as compiled by your distinguished and learned grandfather, the late Hezekiah Niles, Esq.,
would not only be of advantage to the young, but to old, and every person in our country who has left
one spark of “amor patrize” in his heart. Republish it by all means, and set me down for at least one
copy for myself and one for each of my three sons.

From Jauxs F, HARRISON, M. D., Chairman of the Faculty.
. UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE, Octoder 8, 1875,

1 have read the preface to the * Principles and Acts of the American Revolution,” and I entertain
the opinion that the republication of the work, and its reading during the Centennial Celebration, would
be highly advantageous to the rising generation of young men of our country. In fact, I do not know
of a work whose perusal during the time of the Centennial Anniversary would so largely contribute to
the advantage and benefit of our young men generally as the one in question.

From HoN. W, W, CORCORAN.
WASHINGTON, September 20, 1875,
The proposed republication of the “ Principles and Acts of the American Revolution,” compiled by
your grandfather, in my judgment, will prove of great advantage to the young men of the country. I
entertain the belief that the present, and, indeed, the next generation, would be materially benefited by
a more extensive circulation of these valuable documents,

From the HON. CoLuMBUS DELANO, late Secretary of the Interior,
DERPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, WASHINGTON, Seplember 18, 1875.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 13th instant, enclosing the title page
of the “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution,” a work dedicated by your grandfather, Hezekiah Niles,
in 1823, to the young men of the United States, which you propose to republish during the Centennial
Anniversary of our Independence.

In response to your request for my opinion, touching the benefit that the young men of our country
would deérive from its perusal, I will remark that a more familiar knowledge of the history of the Ameri-
can Revolution to be derived from said publication, cannot fail to be of great advantage to the class
of readers for whom it is especially intended.

From the HON. JoHN M. BRODHEAD, late Second Comptyoller, U. S. Treaswry.
‘TREASURY DEPARTMENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, Sept. 18, 1875,

I have your note of the 18th instant, enclosing the title page of the “ Principles and Acts of the
American Revolution,” compiled by your honored grandfather.

In my opinion, there is no work connected with American history the republication of which would
be more interesting and advantageous to the young men of our country than this production of Hezekish
Niles, one of the most eminent and saccurate journalists of the age. He was * primus inter pares:” his
judgment in selections, and the careful way in which he sifted facts, with his regard for the exact truth
made his publications an authority that did not mislead, as I have had occasion to prove by frequent
refcrence. I hope the compilation may be republished in time for the Centennial.

From the HoN. SAMUEL S. Cox, Representative im Congvess from New York.
New York CiTY, Seplember 17, 1878,
My father, who was an editor in the early days, used Niles' Register as a mechanic—the very tools
of his trade. As s public man, anxious for truths and facts, I have been familiar with its pages. Your
proposition to reproduce the “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution ” is eminently wise. I commend
it from my limited standpoint, and wish your enterprise success.

From the Rev. W. PINKNEY, Bishop Episcopal Church, Maryland.
' WASHINGTON, D. C,, Seplember 16, 1875,
The publication you propose would be peculiarly appropriate at this time, and I fully appreciate its
value to the young men of the country, who need to be carried back to the elder years of the Republic—
its truly golden era. I shall hail the republication with pleasure.

From HoN. WARD HUNT, Yudge Supreme Cousrt, U. S.
UTica, N. Y., September 35, 1875.
1 am of the opinion that the republication of the * Principles and Acts of the American Revolation”
will be wise and timely. I possess the “ Weekly Register,” by Mr. Niles, and should be much pleased
to obtain a copy of the work you propose to republish to place beside it.
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From GxxAL FI12RUGH LEE, latr of the Confederate Army.
RICHLAND, STAFFORD Co., VA., Seplember 25, 1875.
I sincerely hope you may carry out your purpose, and republish your grandfather’s “ Principles and
Acts of the Revolution.”

_ Mr. Benjamin Elliott, of Charleston, S. C., in writing to him in November, 1816, used these wosds
in urging its first publication : “ The present is a most propitious period, the feelings and solemnities of
%76 were never so prevalent as at present. The moment and opportunity may pass and not immediately
return. Let us, thenm, avail ourselves of the circumstance to make some deep impression. What better
impression can we make than by rendering the opinions and conduct of our fathers familiar?” 'Is it
possible to do more than to recall the present applicability of Mr. Elliott’s words to the grandfather to
the grandson?

From GENERAL E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjuiant General United States Army.
WASHINGTON, Seplember 20, 1875,

T take pleasure in saying I think it highly desirable on many accounts that the work should be repub-
lished. The people of this country are beginning to realize that we have some antiquity as a nation.
Great pains are taken to collect and to exhibit any relics of the past, and a growing interest is centering
around such relics. Whatever contributes to such a taste, certainly will not diminish the love of country
which just now we are all 5o anxious to develop.

1 really think your proposed contribution to this stock of relics will prove of inestimable valae. It
is a pity such a work should be suffered to lie hidden from view.

From COMMODORE SAMUEL BARRON, late Confederate States Navy.
Lorx1TA, Essex Co., VA, Oc¢t 11, 1878,
Your design to republish the Principlesand Acts of the Revolution I think most highly of, and believe
that you could not present a more acceptable offering to the present and rising generation of the country.

From the HON. CHARLKS FRANCIS ADAMS.
QUINCY, MASS,, Seplember 23, 1875,

1 know of no single volume (the *Principles and Acts of the Revolution,” edited by your grand.
father more than fifty years ago) which contains a more curious and interesting collection of early papers
not readily to be found in these days without much search anywhere else. For the young people of the
present generation, having their curiosity raised by the recurrence of the Centennial next year, I should
think it a very excellent fund of instruction.

From HoN, GRORGE W, WILLIAMS, lafe Attorncy General of the United States,
‘WASHINGTON, September 28, 1875,
Your proposed republication of the * Principles and Acts of the Revolution” will be a valuable con
tribution to the literature of the times. Our approaching Centennial Anniversary is intended, among
other things, to revive for our guidance and instruction the examples and events of the early days of the
Republic. Your proposed work, in this point of view, will be interesting and useful.

From the HON. JOSEPH SEGAR. late Member of Congvess from Virginia.
WASHINGTON, November 23, 187s.

1 have not a doubt that the whole American people will hail with lively satisfaction the republica-
tion of the “Principles and Acts of the Revolution,” gathered half a century ago by your distinguished
grandfather, and all must agree that the Centennial Anniversary of our Independence is the most befit-
ting occasion for the reissue of these liberty-inspiring productions of our patriot fathers.

It was an immortal sentiment of one of the great statesmen of our revolutionary era, George Mason,
of Virginia, whose statesmanship illumines many a page of the volume proposed to be republished, tha(
“ no free government, or the blessings of liberty can be preserved to any people but by frequent recur-
rence to fandamental principles.” If this be so, how unexpressibly valuable will be the reproduction of
the “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution ” you propose to reprint. Where else can we find so bright
expositions of the fundamental principles of frce government.

That great people, the English, recur all the time to “ Runnymede,” and take counsel of the old
barons that there laid down liberty’s law, and announced to the people of England the fundamentsl
peinciples of civil liberty ; and it is this “ ever and anon ™ worship at that holy altar that makes thas
people practically as free as any on the earth, and that renders it impossible for any man or set of men
%0 encroach a hair's breadth upon the liberties of England.

1f we would continue imbued with the genuine spirit of freedom, and remain steadfast in our rever-
ence of constitutional liberty, we must go back often to the revolutionary sources : in the language of yorr

- patriotic ancestor, we must “catch a spark from the altar of 76, and enter into the spirit of past tir
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From the Hon, Wit, M, EVARTS, kate Attorncy General, United States,
WiNpsor, VT., Sep¢. 22, 1875,
Kt seems to me that it would be a timely contribution to the Centennial memories of the next year,
and would have a beneficial and extensive influence upon the opinions and sentiments of the young men
of the country, for whom it was especially prepued, md to whom the original publication was dedicated.

From Hon. MaTT. H. Cmmu. lah U. S. Semator from Wisconsin,
. MiLwAuxee, Wis,, Seps. 18, 1875,

I have received the title page of the “ Principles and Acts of the American Revolution,” compiled by
your grandfather, Hezekish Niles, editor of the “ Weekly Register,” which you propose to republish asa
contribution to the Centennial Celebration of that glorious event.

I cannot refrain from expressing my satisfaction at your determination to publish this work. As far
as reason excels physical force, so far the “ principles” of the Revolution ought to be exalted above its
mere material events. The young men of the country cannot fail to derive benefit from perusing this
work, and they must be dull indeed if they do not draw therefrom a new inspiration in favor of liberty
and government founded upon free principles.

From the HON. GEORGE M.. ROBESON, Secretary of the Navy.
NAvY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, Sepl. 20, 1875,

I have received your letter enclosing the prospectus of your proposed work. I need not say that I
heartily approve of the idea, and am sure it will be 2 most valuable contribution to the literature of our
Centennial time, most instructive to the young, and of interest to the more mature. It is only by fre-
quent comparison of the opinions of the past with the sentiment of the present that we are able to real-
ize the full extent to which progress has come, and reminiscences of this character, at once comprehen-
sive and unimpeachable, mark most accurately the real path of our history and teach its lessons most
truly.

From CHIEY JUSTICE WAITE, Supreme Court of the United States,
) ‘WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 19, 1875.

- The coming Centennial ought to furnish, as it undoubtedly will, many students of the * Principles
and Acts of the Revolution,” and the republication now of your grandfather’s book with that title would
éertainly be most timely. No one could have better opportunities for compiling revolutionary papers,
speeches, etc., than the editor of “ Niles' Register,” and few, if any, have been better fitted for such a work.

From GEN. S. V. BENET, Chief of Ordnance.
WASHINGTON, Seplember 30, 1875,

The mpnbhcahon of the * Principles and Acts of the American Revolution,” compiled by the distin
guished editor of the “Weekly Register,” during the Centennial anniversary of our Independence, will,
I am sure, be received with great satisfaction by the whole country. I am profoundly impressed with
the value of the work as a means of educating our youth in the principles that actuated the Revolu-
uonary Fathers, and impressing upon them the necessity of so acting as to perpetuate the blessings we
enjoy to the latest posterity.

From HoN, D, W. VOORHEES, late Member of Congress from Indiana.
TERRE HAUTE, IND., December 10, 1875.
I can imagine nothing more appropriate, and few things as useful at this time, as the publication you
contemplate. I place myself at your service in any way that I can aid you in the undertaking.

From HoN. A. G. THURMAN, Uniled States Semator, Okio,
WASHINGTON, December 18, 1875,
In my opinion, the republication of Niles' “ Principles and Acts of the Revolution ” would be a very
valuable contribution to the public and private libraries in the United States ; and I am glad to learn
that you contemplate such republication.

-

From GENERAL GEO. WASHINGTON CUSTIS LER, President of “Washington and Lee University,”
Lexington, Va.
PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, LEXINGTON, VA., March 27, 1876,

1 venture the opinion that the republication of the *Principles and Acts of the Revolution in
America,” published in 1823 by the late Hezekiah Niles, editor of the * Weekly Register,” and dedicated
to the young men of the United States, will prove a valuable and acceptable addition to the literary
‘productions of 1876. .
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PREFATORY.

IT is with unaffected diffidence, that the editor now presents his long-expected volume to
the people of the United States, from an apprehension that its contents will not accord with the
hopes entertained by those who felt interested in the publication. Self-love, or self-respect,,
seems to demand that some account of the origin and progress of this work should be submitted,
that the real merits or demerits of the case may be understood.

On the 23d of November, 1816, a letter was published in the WEEKLY REGISTER (of which
the editor of this work is also the editor and proprietor), from an anonymous correspondent,*
from which the following is an extract :

’

‘* Among the patriots whose efforts have tended to give stability to our institutions, no one is more entitled to the
Dest wishes of his fellow-citizens, and no one has rendered himself more honorably known, than yourself. The steady
zeal with which you have presecuted your valuable work, has made it as a light to the people, by which they see
their true interests, and discover the certain means of preserving and improving their unparalleled freedom and its
attendant blessings. I am satisfied that you take pleasure in an American offering you his thoughts on any subject of
a public nature, however little merit may be in his suggestions. I am, therefore, led to propose to your consideration
an undertaking which no one is so well qualified to accomplish as yourself—it is to collect and print handsomely a
volume of speeches and orations of our revolution: you can make the supplement to one of your volumes such a
book. The presemt is a most propitions peried.; the feelings and sentiments of '76 were never 8o prevalent as at
present. The moment and opportunity may pass and not immediately return ; the events of the late war have im-
parted a glow of national feeling for every thing republican. Let us then avail ourselves of the circumstance to make
some deep impression. HAat detter impression can we make than By vendering the opinions and conduct of ony
Jathers familiar ! An opportunity for such a work exists now—which, we know, is but transient, as but six Ameri-
cans who witnessed the great debate remain. Now, can a doubt arise that Mr. Jefferson, or Mr. Adams, or Mr.
Thompson, would aot take delight in furnishing materials ?—the speeches themsclves. and a view of the proceedings
and different characters of the speakers. We have one selection of American speeches—made by a British emissary—
if such mea are to select our political lessons, I need not tell yox what must be the opinions of the rising generation,
nor of their certain degradation.”

Then followed a pr'omise to communicate sundry articles, and some hints of the writer to
obtain others.

This letter was spread before the readers of the REGISTER to gather public sentiment on the
subject, and form some opinion, through communications solicited, of the supply of materials
that could be obtained, with very little prospect, at that time, of accomplishing the wishes of my
correspondent, though there was not any want of zeal to satisfy them. I apprehended that the
supply of matter would be short—for I had, myself, been an eager collector of such things for
many years, and seemingly had some right to judge of the quantity that remained for edification
and improvement, in a recurrence to first principles. But it soon appeared that many were
desirous that the collection should be attempted, and certain distinguished persons held out
flattering prospects of success, urging me forward by the presentation of motives which they
were pleased to think had an irresistible influence on my conduct; but I still hesitated, because
of the deficiency of materials, until Yassary, 1819, when it was announced that the volume
would be put to press in an address that contained the annexed remarks :

¢ It is much to be regretted that very few of the soul-stirring orations and speeches of the revolutionary period
remain to claim the admiration of a blessed posterity. Still, some good ullnnl.rc left to us,—and, by a liberal
enlargement of the plan originally proposed, we feel pretty confident of p ptable gift to the American
people, by rescuing from oblivion a great variety of fleeting, wuroduﬂclu,belouingtothe history of our country
anterior to the sublime epoch of the revolution, during its continuance, and immediately after its glorious termination,
whilst its /eelings were fresh upon the heart and understanding of our heroes and sages. As heretofore observed,
our collection of uiaterials is somewhat extensive, our resources promise some rich additional supplies,—and no effort
ﬂnll be left untried to increase our store : so that, on the whole, though the oollection will doubtless be defective,
haps, not equal the expectations of some, we are consoled with a belief that it will not be unworthy of the
p‘m‘e of an enlightened public—zealous to catch a ** spark from the altar of '76,” and prepared to enter into the
spirit of past times.
® Since ascertained to be Baxjasmin EvLior. » of Charleston, S, whose 1
-ﬂom&mmdmﬂw’.udthemuhnu‘tbelomw G- name ukoml!bﬂty(olmlﬂu
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“mvolumevnlbell‘wlypﬂnbduthenmmuludf,ndbeeondudednmummmofw
will admit of—but shall not be hurried. Order in its arrangement can hardly be hoped for ; but it will not, on that
account, suffer much depreciation of valae.”

Still, it was not until September in the same year that a regular prospectus was offered, for I
yet feared the want of matter, as well as the severe labor that I was sensible would become
necessary to obtain it, if to be obtained at all. This prospectus contained these paragraphs :

4 Believing, as we do, that the simplicity of the truth, as held forth by those who devised and executed the sever-
ance of this country from the power of a despot, has been widely departed from, no effort on our part shall be wanting
to encourage a spirit to seek a/ler and Aold on o the principles whick appear essential to the presevvation of the
vights and lbevties of the people of the United States; under an assurance that vigilance is the condition on whick
Jreedom is granted to us. But we enter upon the undcnnkin‘ before us with considerable diffid fearful of the
mtofnjnndhalmlnnlon.mdnboofﬁme for h and reflection to do justice to the weighty concern. 2

d, A , 20 be Smp, nuuaduy.a-dmulllu'mtethmkawlluwua

* The materials, though the stock is pretty large, are not yet sufficient for the extensive work contempiated. The
editor of the ReGisTER has, for several years, been a collector of scraps and rare things—several gentlemen have 1ib-
erally contributed articles which they would not have parted with except on an occasion like this ; and others have
promised us liberty to overhaul their neglected stores of old papers: but much useful matter must be in the hands of
those with whom we have not yet communicated on the subject ; and every patriot is invited to give his ald to this
collection, designed to record the fee/ings of ** the times that tried men’s souls."” Letters may be sent to the editor at
his cost for postage, and originals will be carefully returned, if r d. When copies from manuscripts are pre-

1 {4

sented, it might be well to permit us to state the source from whence they were derivod, if necessary.”

The terms were ajso set forth—it was promised that the volume should contain between four
and five hundred pages, and cost, in sheets, the sum of three dollars. A view to pecuniary
profit was disavowed—it had nothing to do with the origin or progress of the work, and if a
reasonable allowance for money and time expended is afforded by its sale, it will be as much as
ever has been expected.

I had no sooner fairly committed myself than I regretted it—the patriots of the revolution
did not make speeches to be unattended to by their brethren in congress and fill up the columns
of newspapers.* They only spoke when they had something to say, and preferred acting to
talking—very unlike the legislators of the present time. I plainly saw that great difficulties
would oppose themselves to the fulfillment of my promise—I feared that more was expected of
me than any man could do—for the facts that were manifest to my mind could not be appre-
ciated by all : my pride (an honest one, I trust) was alarmed, but, in obedience to a fixed rule
that I have adopted for my own conduct, I resolved to meet the difficulty presented and conquer
it by perseverance—if I could. To give some idea of the quantity of books and papers that
have been looked into to effect this compilation, I think that I do not exaggerate when [ say
that they were sufficient to load a cart, and hours on hours have been spent in the service with-
out the least profit. Perhaps, [ was unlucky or unwise—that my attention was not directed to
the proper sources ; it may be so—but of this I am satisfied, that very few of the * soul-stirring
speeches of the revolutionary period remain to warm the hearts of a grateful posterity: they
were pronounced to be Aeard, not published.

With this brief narrative, I submit the work to the liberality of my countrymen, American
republicans—in the firm belief that, if I have not accomplished all that was hoped for by some,
it will appear that others are agreeably disappointed ; and I am satisfied that good will result
from the publication of this collection: it will rescue from oblivion many things that were has-
tening to it, and lay the foundation, perhaps, of a more extensive and much more perfect work,
which I shall always keep in my view.

In explanation it is necessary further to observe, that the leading object of this volume was
to show the feelings that prevailed in the revolution, not to give a Adstory of events, hence, all
matters of the latter class have been rejected, except as immediately necessary to show the
effects of feeling. The volume, also, might have been more acceptable if a greater degree of
order had been observed as to dates, etc., but it was almost impossible to approach regularity,
in this respect, as well from the nature of things as from the occasional attention, only, that I
was able to give to the work—but any inconvenience on this account is obviated by the copious
index, or table of contents prefixed. Two articles have been, unfortunately, inserted twice—but,
as they are of an excellent quality, I shall not be sorry for it, if the error causes them to be twice
read. Many notices of proceedings, etc., are given only to indicate the general conduct of the

people on such occasions as they have reference to.
‘ ‘The earl of Dartmouth asked an American in London (whose name we cannot call to mind at present), of
y members the congress consistod ? The reply was *fifty<two.” ** Why that is the number of cards in a plck o4l

-Id hla lordship—** how many ésaves are there ** Not one,” returned the republican—"* please to
Anaves are cowrt cards."

'y
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Principles and Acts

OF THE

“Revolution in America.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

PROVINCE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

PATRIOTIC PROCEEDINGS AND ADDRESS TO
THE PEOPLE, 25TH DAY OF JANUARY, 1775.

At the convention of the deputies appointed
by the several towns in the province aforesaid,
held at Exeter, on the 25th day of January,
1775. Present 144 members.

Hon. JoHN WENTWORTH, esq., president.

Voted unanimously, That we heartily ap-
prove of the proceedings of the late grand con-
tinental congress respecting the just state of
the rights and liberties of the British colonies ;
and of the means recommended to restore,
secure, and protect the same; and that we
return our most unfeigned thanks to the late
members of that congress in general, and to
those of this province in particular, for the
faithful discharge of the important trust re-
posed in them.

Voted, That John Sullivan, and John Lang-
don, esqrs., be delegates to represent this prov-
ince in the continental congress, proposed to
be held at Philadelphia, on the tenth day of
May next, and that they and each of them in
the absence of the other, have full and ample
power, in behalf of this province, to consent
and agree to all measures, which said congress
shall deem necessary to obtain redress of
American grievarices.

Voted, That two hundred al’d fifty pounds,
lawful money, be raised for defraying the ex-
penses of said delegates,

Voted. That the hon. John Wentworth, col.
Nath. Folsom, hon. Meseach Weare, esq. col.
Josiah Bartlet, col. Christopher Toppan, Eben-
ezer Thompson, and William Whipple, esqrs.
be a committee, in behalf of this province, to
call a provincial convention of deputies, when
they shall judge the exigencies of public affairs
require it : And that they, together with Sam-
uel Cutts and John Pickering, esqrs. be a com-
mittee of correspondence for this province.

Voted, the following address :

To the inkabitants of the province of New
Hampshire. .

Brethren—When we consider the unhappy
condition to which you and your American
brethren are reduced ! when we reflect that, for
near ten months past, you have been deprived
of any share in your own government, and of
those advantages, which flow to society from
legislative assemblies; when we view the low-
ering clouds, charged with ministerial ven-
geance, fast spreading over this extensive con-
tinent, ready to burst on the heads of its
inhabitants and involve the whole British
empire in one common ruin—at this alarming
juncture, duty to Almighty God, to our country,
ourselves, and posterity, loudly demands our
most strenuous exertions to avoid the impend-
ing danger.

Such are the measures adopted by the
British ministry, for enslaving you, and with
such incessant vigilance has their plan been
prosecuted, that tyranny already begins to
wave its banners in your borders, and to
threaten these once happy regions with infa-
mous and detestable slavery ! -

Shall we, knowing the value of freedom,
and nursed in the arms of liberty, make a
base and ignominious surrender of our rights,
thereby consigning succeeding generations to
a condition of wretchedness, from which per-
haps, all human efforts will be insufficient to
extricate them ?

Duty to ourselves, and regard for our coun-
try, should induce us to defend our liberties,
and to transmit the fair inheritance unimpaired
to posterity.

Should our restless enemies drive us to
arms in defence of every thing we hold dear.
we should be reduced to a state, dreadful even
in contemplation ; for should we prove victo-
rious, the blood of our brethren, shed in the
unhappy contest, would cause the laurels to
wither on our brows, and make the conquerors
mourn with the vanquished: but should our
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enemies be successful, they will thereby rivet
the chains of slavery upen us and our posterity.

Thus surrounded with dangers and dis-
tresses on every side, it behoves us to adopt
and pursue such peaceable measures as, under
God, will be most likely to prevent those dread-
ful calamities with which we are threatened.

Fully sensible that to point out, with any de-
gree of certainty, the methods by which you may
shun the threatening evils, would require more
than human wisdom, we can only recommend
such measures as appears to us most likely to
answer that desirable end, best calculated to re-
store to you that peace and harmony, so ardently
wished for by every good and honest American.

We therefore earnestly recommend,

1st. That you discountenance and discour-
age all trespasses and injuries against individ-
vals, and their property, and all disorders of
every kind ; and that you cultivate and maintain
peace and harmony among yourselves.

2d. That you yield due obedience to the
magistrates within this government ; and care-
fully endeavor to support the laws thereof.

3d. That you strictly adhere to the associa-
tion of the late continental congress, and deal
with the violators of it, in the manner therein
recommended.

4th, That you endeavor particularly to
enforce the laws of the province -against
hawkers, pedlars, and petty chapmen.

sth. That you abstain from the use of East
India tea, whenever, and by whatever meansiit
has, or may be imported.

6th. That you encourage and support your
several committees of correspondence and
inspection, in discharging the very important
trust you have reposed in them.

7th, That in case any inhabitant of the
colonies should be seized, in order to be
transported to Great Britain, or other parts
beyond seas, to be tried for offences supposed
to be committed in America, you conduct
yourselves agreeable to the advice of the late
continental congress.

8th. That, in your several stations you
promote and encourage the manufactures of
this country; and endeavor, both by precept
and example, to induce all under you, and with
whom you are connected, to practice economy
and industry, and to shun all kinds of extrav-
agance.

gth. That the officers of the several regi-
ments strictly comply with the laws of this
province for regulating a militia—And as the

OF THE REVOLUTION.

militia upon this continent, if properly disci-
plined, would be able to do great service in its
defence, should it ever be invaded by his
majesty’s enemies, that you acquaint yourselves
with the manual exercise, particularly that
recommended and enjoined by the captain
general—the motions being natural, easy, and
best calculated to qualify persons for real action;
and also to improve themselves in those evolu-
tions which are necessary for infantry in time
of engagement.

10th. That, as your enemies are using every
art to impoverish and distress you, in order to
induce submission to their arbitrary mandates,
you carefully shun those measures which may
have a tendency to distress your brethren and
fellow sufferers, and avoid all unnecessary law-
suits, and endeavor to settle disputes between’
you in the most amicable and least expensive
manner.—That all debtors exert themselves in
discharging their just debts, and creditors
exercise such lenity as their circumstances will
admit of.

t1th. That as the inhabitants of the town of
Boston, in the province of Massachusetts-Bay,
are now laboring under a load of ministerial
vengeance, laid upon them to enforce obedience
to certain arbitrary and unconstitutional acts,
which, if once submitted to, must involve all
America in slavery and ruin ; conscious that all
these colonies are largely indebted to the virtue
and fortitude of those patriotic asserters of
freedom, we heartily recommend a continuation
of your contributions, for the relief of that
oppressed people; and that you keep your-
selves in constant readiness to support them in
their just opposition, whenever necessity may
require.

Lastly. We earnestly entreat you, at this
time of tribulation and distress, when your
enemies are urging you to despair ; when every
scene around is full of gloom and horror; that,
in imitation of your pious forefathers, with con-
trition of spirit, and penitence of heart, you
implore the Divine Being, who alone is able to
deliver you from your present unhappy and dis-
tressing situation, to espouse your righteous
cause, secure your liberties, and fix themon a
firm and lasting basis. And we fervently be-
seech him to restore to you and your American
brethren, that peace and tranquility, so ardently
desired, and earnestly sought for, by every true
friend to liberty and mankind.

By order of the convention,
J. WENTWORTH, president.
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MASSACHUSETTS

REMINISCENCES

RELATING TO THE MASSACRE OF CITIZENS
or BOSTON BY BRITISH TROOPS, March s,

1770.

In a former communication we mentioned
that one of the causes which led to the massacre
of the sth of March, was the affray between
the inhabitants and the British soldiers, an ac-
count of which was related to me shortly after
the event, by one who was an eye witness.

At that time there was only one house on
the east side of what is now called Pearl
street, in which then resided Charles Paxton,
esq. On the west side of the street, stood
four or five rope-walks, extending from the
upper to the lower end of the street, which
were all burnt in 1794. On Saturday after-
noon, on the 3d March, 1770, a British
soldier of the 29th regiment, accosted a negro
who was employed in one of the rope walks,
by inquiring “ whether his master wanted to
hire a man.” (The soldiers who were mechan-
ics were sometimes hired as journeymen).
The negro answered that his * master wished
to have the vault emptied, and that was a
proper work for a Lobster.” * This produced
a conflict between the soldier and the negro,
and, before relief came to his assistance, the
negro was very severely beaten. Some rope-
walk men, (among whom was Mr. Gray, the
foreman of the walk), came up and parted
them., Mr. Gray, (who was a very respecta-
ble man), told the soldier that * as he had ob-
tained satisfaction for the insult, he had better
go to his barracks.” The soldier *damned
him” and said that “ for six-pence he would
drub him as h¢ had done the negro.”—
contest then took place between them in
which the soldier received a much worse beat-
ing than the negro, and went off to his bar-
racks over Fort-hill, on Wheelwright's (now
Foster's) wharf swearing revenge. In about
half an hour the soldier returned with about
seventy of his comrades, who came over the
hill huzzaing, armed with pipe staves split into
bludgeons, which they obtained at a cooper’s
shop, and made the attack with great fury.

© Lebaters is the usual term of contempt, expressed in
those days by the citizens of Boston, towards the British
soldiers, and the citizens of London, in a late riot, at the
Queen’s funeral, made use of the same epithet.

Each party was brave and intrepid, but the
science in this kind of warfare, which the rope-
walk men had obtained in their ** Poge Day "'
battles gave them a decided superiority, and
in their pursuit of the soldiers, halted on Fort-
hill, and gave three cheers in token of victory.

The noise of the shouting and huzzaing
resounded far around, and excited the curiosity
of those at a distance. At that time Mr. Hal-
lowell, (grandfather of the present Admiral
Hallowell, in the British navy), owned and re-
sided in the house in Battery March-street, now
occupied by Mr. Goodrich, near which he also
owned a ship yard, about where now stands
the Commercial Coffee House, in which he
usually employed about fifty or sixty men.
There was a mast yard a little south and several
wood wharfs, on all which were also employed
hardy laborers, who, together with the black-
smiths, blockmakers, and other athletic me-
chanics in the neighborhood, (whose brawny
arms could wield a club with as much dexterity
as an Highlander ceuld manage his broad-
sword), all ran towards the scene of combat.
The bravery of the soldiers was not doubted,
and accordingly, preparations were made to
repel another attack which was expected, and
in which they were not disappointed.—The
shouting of the soldiers, issuing from the bar-
rack-yard, to the number of more than three
hundred, headed by the sergeant-major, moving
over the hill towards Pearl street, soon gave the
alarm. The soldiers pulled down the fence in
High street, then called Cow lane), which
inclosed the field, where now stands Quincy
place. The rope-walk men pulled down the
fence on the opposite side in Pearl street, when
both parties rushed on each other with equal
intrepidity.—But the Herculean strength of
virtuous labor, united with the activity and
science of the Yankees, soon obtained a triumph
over an idle, inactive, enervated, and intem-
perate, though brave soldiery.

The effect of this rencontre was seen in the
countenances and conduct of the soldiers the
next and following day, who looked vengeance
on the inhabitants, especially those whom they
suspected to be concerned in the affray on
Saturday; and those of them, who were
friendly to the citizens, advised them to remain
at home on Monday evening, as revenge wonld
then be taken,
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The' soldiers asserted on Sunday morning,
that one of their men had died of his wounds,
but as the body was never shewn, it was sup-
posed to be only a pretence to justify the hor-
rid scene which ensued on the Monday
evening following.

So much has been written on the subject of
the massacre of the §th of March, 1770, that it
is unpleasant to repeat * ugly recollections "
respecting that horrid scene, except when it is
necessary to vindicate our town from slander—
to establish its reputation for virtuous exertions
in the hour of trial—patience under sufferings—
and forbearance under severe provocation.

The threats of the soldiers, as mentioned in
my last communication, were put in execution
on Monday evening the sth of March, 1770, by
insulting and abusing many inhabitants in vari-
ous parts of the town, which resulted in what
was called the * horrid massacre,” by which
four persons were instantly killed, one died of
his wounds a few days succeeding, and about
seventeen in the total killed and wounded.

Language cannot describe the horror and
indignation which was excited through the
town by this dreadful event. The bells rang a
terrific peal, which roused the whole popula-
tion. More than five thousand citizens were
collected in State street and its vicinity. The
29th regt. was marched into the same street.
The 14th regt. was under arms at their bar-
racks. What a scene for contemplation ! Lieut.
governor Hutchinson, and the king’s council,
were assembled in the council chamber, even
at the solemn hour of midnight! Many of the
venerable citizens repaired to them and de-
manded the surrender of the criminals to justice.
The high-sheriff appeared in the balcony of the
state house, and ordered silence!!! An awful
stillness ensued—when, with a loud voice, he
declared, that he was authorized by his honor
the lieutenant governor and his majesty’s coun-
cil, with the consent of col. Dalrymple, to say
that capt. Preston, and the men who had com-
mitted the outrage, should be immediately
delivered to the civil power, and requested the
citizens to retire peaceably to their dwellings ;
which, after the soldiers had marched off, was
complied with.

The next day a town meeting was called,
and the lieut. governor and council assembled,
the proceedings of which are very eloquently
described by the venerable sage of Quincy in
one of his letters to Mr. Tudor, lately published.

The result of this melancholy affair was, that
all the troops were ordered out of town, and

the culprits brought to a trial, and acquitted,
excepting two who were found guilty of man-
slaughter. The trial was one of the most im-
portant that had ever come before an American
tribunal, especially as the public mind was
wrought up to the highest tone of indignation.
It established the character of the judiciary for
purity and independence, which had been ques-
tioned by thetories. The law was triumphant,
but the needless barbarity of the act never
doubted.

The funeral of the unfortunate victims was
attended with great pomp and parade. Thou-
sands came from the country; and the whole
number that followed them to the grave, was
supposed to exceed ten thousand !

History does not (perhaps) record an in-
stance, where the moral and patriotic character
of a city was ever more conspicuous than Bos-
ton exhibited on this occasion. '

It was supposed by many, that the above
recited horrid event, did more to effect an alie-
nation of the affections of the people of New
England from the British government, than
any other whatever.

When I bring to my recollection, Mr. Russel,
that solemn and impressive scene, when the
high sheriff was delivering the governor’s mes-
sage from the balcony to the assembled thou-
sands, I am irresistibly drawn to a contempla-
tion of what must have been the wonder and
astonishment of any one of that vast crowd of
citizens, if an angel had descended from heaven
and unfolded to him the events of futurity :—
That, in less than seven short years, we should
throw off our allegiance to a beloved king, and
our connection with our mother country, to
which we then looked with solicitude and affec-
tion, and fondly called it our home! That to
establish our independence, would produce an
eight years’ war, in which all Europe would
be directly or indirectly engaged! That seven
young men, among that populace, would array
themselves against their native country, and,
finally, become admirals and generals in the
English service! That one of them, then only
an apprentice to a Cornhill shop keeper, should
become distinguished, not only as a British
officer, but as a general and a count in the
German empire! A philosopher of a new
school, which for usefulness would be para-
mount to all others, and at his death, estab-
tablish a professorship in the university in our
neighborhood.

That among them were two youths, a phy-
sician and a bookseller, who would become
generals in the service of their native country ;
and one of them, by his heroic exertions in
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defending a post, would call forth the astonish-
ment of the oldest veterans and lose his life
in the attempt ! That among them were forty
young men, members of a military company,
most of whom would become officers of artillery,
and would distinguish themselves, (particularly
on one occasion), where they would exhibit so
much science and adroitness, as to command
the admiration of their English and German
foes. More wonderful yet—that among the
principal officers of the 29th British regiment,
then arrayed against the inhabitants, was one
who would become an highly respected Ameri-
can citizen ! would hold important offices under
the American government, become a member
of her illustrious senate, and, after a peace of
thirty years, a strenuous advocate for declara-
tion of war against his native country !

And, ““ tho’ last not least *’ among the citizens
was a young barrister whose brilliant talents
would place him in the front ranks of patriotism,
and cause him to become an ardent asserter of
independence— an ambassador to England,
France and Holland—the father of a navy,
(destined to be the rival of the mistress of the
sea), and finally the first magistrate of a great
nation. In the council chamber, were many
in the height of prosperity and honor, who, in
a few years, fell from their elevated stations ;
and a governor, who, then basking in the sun-
shine of royal favor, was speedily consigned to
infamy and ruin, and, it is said, died of a bro-
ken heart.

Such are the wonderful vicissitudes to which
the life of man is subjected.

BOSTON ORATIONS.*

Delsvered at the vequest of the inhabitants
of the town of Boston, to commemorate the
evening of the sth of March, 1770, when a
wumber of citisens were killed by a party of
British troops guartered among them in tsme
of peace.

ORATION, DELIVERED AT BOSTON, APRIL 2,
1771,
BY JAMES LOVELL, AM.

Omnes homines natura Libertati student conditionem
Sed virtutis oderunt. Cas.

~Nunc ea petit, gua dare nullo mode pessumus, nisi
Prins volumus nos bello victes confiteri. Cic.

Your design in the appointment of this cere-
mony, my friends and fellow-townsmen, can-
not fail to be examined in quite different lights

© See page 9o for the original introductory notice to the
orstions, inadvertently omitted here.
2
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at this season of political dissension. From
the principles I profess, and in the exercise of
my common right to judge with others, I.con-
clude it was decent, wise, and honorable.

The certainty of being favored with your
kindest partiality and candor, ina poor attempt
to execute the part to which you have invited
me, has overcome the objection of my inability
to perform it in a proper manner, and I now
beg the favor of your animating countenance.

The horrid bloody scene we here commem-
orate, whatever were the causes which occur-
red to bring it on that dreadful night, must
lead the pious and humane, of every order, to
some suitable reflections. The pious will
adore the conduct of that BEING who is un-
searchable in all his ways, and without whose
knowledge not a single sparrow falls, in per-
mitting an immortal soul to be hurried by the
flying ball, the messenger of death, in the
twinkling of an eye, to meet the awful Judge
of all its secret actions. The humane, from
having often thought, with pleasing rapture, on
the endearing scenes of social life, in all its
amiable relations, will lament, with heart felt
pangs, their sudden dissolution, by indiscretion,
rage and vengeance.

But let us leave that shocking close of one
continued course of rancor and dispute, from
the first moment that the troops arrived in
town : that course will now be represented by
your own reflections to a much more solid, use-
ful purpose, than by any artful language. 1
hope, however, that heaven has yet in store
such happiness for this afflicted town and
province, as will in time wear out the memory
of all your former troubles.

I sincerely rejoice with you in the happy
event of your steady and united effort to pre-
vent a second tragedy.

Our fathers left their native land, risqued all
the dangers of the sea, and came to this then
savage desert, with that true undaunted cour-
age which is excited by a confidence in Gop.
They came that they might here enjoy them-
selves, and leave to their posterity the best of
earthly portions, full Emglish Ulberty: You
showed upon the alarming cause for trial, that
their brave spirit still exists in vigor, though
their legacy of right is much impaired. The
sympathy and active friendship of some neigh-
boring towns, upon that sad occasion, com«
mands the highest gratitude of this.

We have seen and felt the ill effects of pla-
cing standing forces in the midst of populous
communities ; but those are only what individ-
uals suffer. Your vote directs me to point out
the fatal tendency of placing such an order in
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free cities—fatal indeed! Athens once was
free ; a citizen, a favorite of the people, by an
artful story, gained a trifling guard of fifty
men ; ambition taught him ways to enlarge
that number; he destroyed the commonwealth
and made himself the tyrant of the Athenians.
Caesar, by the length of his command in Gaul,
got the affections of his army, marched to
Rome, overthrew the state, and made himself
perpetual dictator. By the same instruments,
many less republics have been made to fall a
prey to the devouring jaws of tyrants.—But
this is a subject which should never be dis-
guised with figures; it chooses the plain style
of dissertation.

The true strength and safety of every com-
monwealth or limited monarchy, is the bravery
of its freeholders, its militia. By brave militias
they rise to grandeur; and they come to ruin
by a mercenary army. This is founded on his-
torical facts, and the same causes will, in sim-
ilar circumstances, forever produce the same
effects. Justice Blackstone, in his inimitably
clear commentaries, tells us, that “it is ex-
tremely dangerousin a land of liberty, to make
a distinct order of the profession of arms;
that such an order is an object of jealousy;
and that the laws and conststution of England
are strangers to st One article of the bill of
rights is, that the raising or keeping a standing
army within the kingdom in a time of peace, un-
Jess it be with consent of parliament, is against
law. The present army, therefore, though
called the peace establishment is kept up by
one act, and governed by another; both of
which expire annually. This circumstance is
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valued as a sufficient check upon the army. A |

less body of troops than is now maintained
has, on a time, destroyed a king, and fought
under a parliament with great success and
glory ; but, upon a motion to disband them,
they turned their masters out of doors,
and fixed others in their stead. Such wild
things are not again to happen, because the
parliament have power tostop payment once a
year: but arma fememts guss meget? which
may be easily interpreted, “who will bind
Sampson with his locks on ?"’ *

The bill which regulates the army, the same
fine author I have mentioned, says, “is, in
many respects hastily penned, and reduces the
‘soldier to a state of slavery in the midst of a
free nation. This is impolitic : for slaves envy
the freedom of others, and take a malicious
pleasure in contributing to destroy it.”

By this scandalous bill a justice of peace is

mpowered to grant, without a previous oath,

® Trenchard.

OF THE REVOLUTION.

from the military officer, a warrant to break
open any (freeman’s) house, upon pretence of
searching for deserters,

I must not omit to mention one more bad
tendency ; ‘tis this—a standing force leads to
a total neglect of militias, or tends greatly to
discourage them,

You see the danger of a standing army to
the cause of freedom. If the British parlia-
ment consents from year to year to be exposed,
it doubtless has good reasons. But when did
our assembly pass an act to hazard all the
property, the liberty and lives of their consti-
tuents ? what check have we upon a Bristish
army ? can we disband it? can swe stop its
pay?

Our own assemblies in America can raise
an army ; and owr monarch, George the 3d,
by our constitution, takes immediate command.
This army can consent to leave their native
provinces. Will the royal chief commander
send them to find barracks at Brunswick or
Lunenburg, at Hanover, or the commodious
hall of Westminster? suppose the last—
suppose this army was informed, nay thought
the parliament in actual rebellion, or only
on the eve of one, against their king, or
against those who paid and clothed them—
for there it pinches:—we are rebels against
parliament ;—we adore the king.

Where, in the case I have stated, would be
the value of the boasted English constitution ?

Who are a free people? not those who do
not suffer actual oppression ; but those who
have a constitutional check upon the power to
oppress.

We are slaves or freemen: if as we are
called, the last, where is our check upon the
following powers, France, Spain, the states
of Holland, or the British parliaments ? now if
any one of these (and it is quite immaterial
which) has right to make the two acts in ques~
tion operate within this province, they have
right to give us up to an unlimited army, under
the sole direction of one Saracen commander.

Thus I have led your thoughts to #4a upon
which I formed my conclusion, that the design
of this ceremony was decemt, wise and Aonor-
able. Make the bloody sth of March the @ra
of the resurrection of your birthrights, which
have been murdered by the very strength that
nursed them in their infancy. I had an eye
solely to parliamentary supremacy ; and I hope
you will think every other view beneath your
notice, in our present most alarming situation.

Chatham, Camden, and others, Gods among
men, and the Farmer, whom you have ad-
dressed as the friend of mankind; all these
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have owned that England has right to exercise
every power over us, but that of taking money
out of our pockets, without our consent*
Though it seems almost too bold therefore in
us to say “we doubt in every single instance
her legal rights over this province,” t yet we
must .assert it. Those I have named are
mighty characters, but they wanted one advan-
tage Providence has given us. The beam is
carried off from our eyes by the flowing blood
of our fellow-citizens, and now we may be
allowed to attempt to remove the mote from
the eyes of our exalted patrons. The mote, we
think, is nothing but our odligation to England
Sirst, and afterwards Great Britain, for con-
stant kind protection of our lives and birth-
rights against foreign danger. We all ac-
knowledge that protection.

Let us once more look into the early history
of this province. We find that our English
ancestors, disgusted in their native country at a
legislation, which they saw was sacrificing all
their rights, left its jurisdiction,} and sought,

< like wandering birds of passage, some happier
climate, Here at length they settled down.
The king of England was said to be the royal §
landlord of this territory; with him they en-
tered into mutual, sacred compact, by which
the price of tenure, and the rules of man-
agement, were fairly stated. It is in this
compact that we find our only truc legislatsve
authorily.

“ I might here enlarge upon the character of
those first settlers, men of whom the world was
little worthy; who, for a long course of years,
assisted by no earthly power, defended their
liberty, their religion, and their lives, against
the greatest inland danger of the savage
natives : but this falls not within my present
purpose. They were secure by sea.

In our infancy, when not an over tempting
jewel for the Bourbon crown, the very name of
England saved us; afterwards her fleets and
armies. We wish not to depreciate the worth
of that protection. Of our gold, yea of our

¢ Taxatien and representation are ImN;.—Cwb.
cﬁ what in our constitution is not

representation
imssparable |—muita a Crasso divinitus dicta efferebantur,
e-d:lcl.gl‘n-.m esse negaret cui senator ipse non

4 1 confine myself to this province, pastly from igno-
sance of other charters ; but more from a desire even to
vex some abler pen to pursue the idea of Check; which
an unchartered freeman may do, as well as any other in
America.

$ Hec sunt enim fundamenta firmissima nostrss liber-
1atis, sui quemque juris et retinendi et dimittend! esse
deminum.—Cie.

§1 choose to bury a fruitful subject for any satirical
geatus of the mily of Paxn,
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most fine gold, we will freely gsve a part.
Our fathers would have done the same. But
must we fall down and cry * let not a stranger
rob and kill me, O my father! let me rather die
by the hand of my brother, and let him ravis
all my portion1"*

It is said that disunited from Brstain *we
should bleed at evety vein.” I cannot see the
consequence. The states of Holland do not
suffer thus. But grant it true, Seneca would
prefer the lancets of Framce, Spaim, or any
other power, to the BOWSTRING, though
applied by the fair hand of Britannia.

The declarative vote of the British parlia-
ment is the death-warrant of our birthrights,
and wants only a Czarish king to put it into
execution. KHere then a door of salvation is
open. Great Britain may raise Aer fleets and
armies, but it is only omr own &img that can
direct their fire down upon our heads. Heis
gracious, but not omniscient, He is ready to
hear our APPEALS in their proper course : and
knowing himself, though the most powerful
prince on earth, yet, a subject under a divine
constitution of LAW ; that law he ws// ask and
receive from the twelve judges of Emgland.
These will prove that the claim of the British
parliament over us is not only ILLEGAL IN
ITSELF, BUT A DOWN-RIGHT USURPATION OF
HIS PREROGATIVE as king of America.

A brave nation is always generous. Let us
appeal, therefore, at the same time, to the gen-
erosity of the PEOPLE of Great Bristasn, before
the tribunalt of Europe, not to envy us the
full enjoyment of the RIGHTS OF BRETHREN.

And now, my friends and fellow townsmen,
having declared myself an American son of
liberty of true charter principles: havin
shewn the critical and dangerous.situation ‘oP
our birthrights, and the tru rse for, speedy
redress : I shall take the freédom to recom-
mend, with boldness, one previous step. Let
us show we understand the true value of what
we are claiming.

The patriotic Farmer tells us, * the cause
of liberty is a cause of too much dignity to be
sullied by turbulence and tumult.—Anger pro-
duces anger ; and differences, that might be ac-
commodated by kind and respectful behavior,
may, by imprudence, be enlarged to an incu-
rable rage. In quarrels—risen to a certain
height, the first cause of dissension is no
longer remembered, the minds of the parties

*—ita vitam corpusque servato, ita fortunas, ita rems
familiarem, ita hsec posteriora libertati ducas,—aec pre
his libertatem, sed pro libertati heec projicias, tanquaie
pignora injurise.

t 1do not think ﬁommcﬂlﬂwm
charter, was tried in & preper court.
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being \vholly engaged in recollecting and re-

senting the mutual expressions of their dislike.

- When feuds have reached that fatal point, con-
siderations of reason and equity vanish, and a
blind fury governs, or rather confounds all
things. A people no longer regard their in-
terest, but a gratification of their wrath.”

We know ourselves subjects of common
law: to that and the worthy executors of it,
let us pay a steady and conscientious regard.
Past errors in this point have been written with
gall, by the pen of malice. May our future
conduct be such as to make even that vile IMP
lay her pen aside.

The right which imposes duties upon us, is
in dispute ; but whether they are managed by a
surveyor general, a board of commissioners,
Turkish Janizaries or Russian Cossacks, let
them enjoy during our time of fair trial, the
common personal protection of the laws of our
constitution. Let us shut our eyes, for the pre-
sent to their being executors of claims subver-
stve of our rights.

Watchful, hawk-eyed jealousy, ever guards
the portal of the temple of the goddess lib-
erty. This is known to those who frequent
her altars. Our whole conduct therefore, I am
sure, will meet with the utmost candor of her
votaries: but I am wishing we may be able
to convert even her basest apostates.

We are slaves until we obtain such redress
through the justice of our king, as our happy
constitution leads us to expect. In that condi-
tion, let us behave with the propriety and
dignity of free men and thus exhibit to the

. world, a new character of a people, which no
history describes.

May the all-wise and beneficent ruler of
the universe preserve our life and health,
and prosper all our lawful endeavors in the
glorious cause of freedom.

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH
5 1772,
BY JOSEPH WARREN.
Owis talia fando,

y awt duri miles Ulyssei,
VIRGIL.

Myrmid + Dolog

Temperet a lacrymis.
" When we turn over the historic page, and
trace therise and fall of states and empires, the
mighty revolutions which have so often varied
the face of the world strike our minds with
solemn surprise, and we are naturally led to
endeavor to search out the causes of such
astonishing changes,

PRINCIPLES AND ACTS OF THE REVOLUTION. -

That man is formed for social life, is an
observation, which, upon our first enquiry,
presents itself immediately to our view, and
our reason approves that wise and generous
principle which actuated the first founders of
civil government ; an institution which hath its
origin in the weakness of individuals, and hath
for its end, the strength and security of all:
and so long as the means of effecting this im-
portant end are thoroughly known, and reli-
giously attended to, government is one of the
richest blessings to mankind, and ought to be
held in the highest veneration.

In young and new formed communities, the
grand design of this institution, is most gene-
rally understood, and the most strictly regarded ;
the motives which urged to the social compact,
cannot be at once forgotten, and that equality
which is remembered to have subsisted so
lately among them, prevents those who are
clothed with authority from attempting to in-
vade the freedom of their brethren; or if such
an attempt is made, it prevents the community
from suffering the offender to go unpunished :
every member feels it to be his interest and
knows it to be his duty, to preserve inviolate
the constitution on which the public safety
depends, * and he is equally ready to assist the
magistrate in the execution of the laws, and
the subject in defence of his right ; and so long
as this noble attachment to a constitution,
founded on free and benevolent principles, ex-
ists in full vigor, in any state, that state must
be flourishing and happy.

It was this noble attachment to a free con-
stitution which raised ancient Rome, from the
smallest beginnings, to that bright summit
of happiness and glory to which she arrived ;
and it was the loss of this which plunged her
from that summit into the black gulph of
infamy and slavery. It was this attachment
which inspired her senators with wisdom; it
was this which glowed in the breast of her he-
roes ; it was this which guarded her liberties
and extended her dominions, gave peace at
home, and commanded respect abroad: and
when this decayed, her magistrates lost their
reverence for justice and the laws, and degen-
erated into tyrants and oppressors—her sena-
tors, forgetful of their dignity, and seduced by
base corruption, betrayed their country—her
soldiers, regardless of their relation to the com-
munity, and urged only by the hopes of plunder
and rapine, unfeelingly committed the most
flagrant enormities ; and hired to the trade of

* Omnes ordines ad conservandam rempublicam, ments,
vwiuntate, studio, virinte, vece, consentinnt,
Cicrro,
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death, with relentless fury, they perpetrated
the most cruel murders, whereby the streets of
imperial Rome were drenched with her noblest
blood. Thus this empress of the world lost
her dominions abroad, and her inhabitants,
dissolute in their manners, at length became
contented slaves ; and she stands to this day,
the scorn and derision of nations, and a monu-
ment of this eternal truth, that public Aap-
piness depends om a virtuous and unsha-
ken attackment to a free constitution.

It was this attachment to a constitution,
founded on free and benevolent principles,
which inspired the first settlers of this country—
they saw with grief the daring outrages com-
mitted on the free constitution of their native
land—they knew nothing but a civil war could
at that time restore its pristine purity. So hard
was it to resolve to embrue their hands in the
blood of their brethren, that they chose rather
to quit their fair possessions and seek another
habitation in a distant clime. When they came
to this new world, which they fairly purchased
of the Indian natives, the only rightful proprie-
tors, they cultivated the then barren soil, by
their incessant labor, and defended their dear-
bought possessions with the fortitude of the
christian, and the bravery of the hero.

After various struggles, which, during the
tyrannic reigns of the house of Stuart, were
constantly kept up between right and wrong,
between liberty and slavery, the connection be-
tween Great Britain and this colony was settled
in the reign of king William and queen Mary,
bya compact, the cqntlitions of which were ex-
pressed in a hanet, by which all the liberties
and unmum&a of British subjects, were con-
fided to this province, as fully and as absolutely
as they possibly could be by any human instru-

_- ment which can be devised. And it is undenia-
bly true, that the greatest and most important
right of a British subject is, that Ae skall be
governed by no laws but those to whick ke,
esther in persom or by Ais représentatsves hath
gtvem kis consent: and this 1 will venture to
assert, is the great basis of British freedom :
it is interwoven with the constitution; and
whenever this is lost, the constitution must be
destroyed.

~ The British constitution (of which ours is a
copy) is a happy compound of the three forms
{under some of which all governments may be
ranged) viz.,, monarchy, aristocracy, and de-
mocracy ; of these three the British legisla-
ture is composed and without. the consent of
each branch) nothing can carry with it the
force of a law ; but when a law is fo be passed

for raising a tax, that law can originate only
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in the democratic branch, which is the house
of commons in Britain, and the house of rep-
resentatives here.—The reason is obvious :
they and their constituents are to pay much
the largest part of it; but as the aristocratic
branch, which, in Britain, is the house of
lords, and in this province, the council, are also
to pay some part, their consent is necessary;
and as the monarchic branch, which in Britain
is the king, and with us, either the king in
person, or the governor whom he shall be
pleased to appoint to act in his stead, is sup-
posed to have a just sense of his own interest,
which is that of all the subjects in general;s
his consent is also necessary, and when the
consent of these three branches is obtained,
the taxation is most certainly legal. ~

Let us now allow ourselves a few moments
to examine the late acts of the British parlia-
ment for taxing America—Let us with candor
judge whether they are constitutionally bind-
ing upon us ;—if they are, in the name of
justice let us submit to them, without one
murmuring word.

First, I would ask whether the members
of the British house of commons are the de- -
mocracy of this province ? if they are, they are
either the people of this province, or are elected
by the people of this province, to represent
them, and have therefore a constitutional right
to originate a bill for taxing them ; it is most
certain they are neither; and therefore noth-
ing done by them can be said to be done by
the democratic branch of our constitution. 1
would next ask, whether the lords, who com-
pose the aristocratic branch of the legislature,
are peers of America? I never heard it was
(even in those extraordinary times) so much as
pretended, and if they are not, certainly no act
of theirs can be said to be the act of the aris-
tocratic branch of our constitution. The power
of the monarchic branch we, with pleasure,
acknowledge resides in the king, who may act
cither in person or by his representative ; and
I freely confess that I can see no reason
why a proclamation for raising in America
issued by the king’s sole authority would not
be equally consistent with our own constitu-
tion, and therefore equally binding upon us
with the late acts of the British parliament
for taxing us; for it is plain, that if there is
any validity in those acts, it must arise alto-
gether from the monarchical branch of the
legislature ; and I further think that it would
be at least as equitable ; for I do not conceive
it to be of the least importance to us by whom
our property is taken away, so long as it is
taken without our consent; and I am very
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much at a loss to know by what figure of rhe-
toric, the inhabitants of this province can be
called free subjects, when they are obliged
to obey implicitly, such laws as are made for
them by men three thousand miles off, whom
they know not, and whom they never empow-
ered to act for them, or how they can be said
to have property, when a body of men, over
whom they have not the least control, and
who are not in any way accountable to them,
shall oblige them to deliver up any part, or the
whole of their substance without even asking
their consent : and yet whoever pretends that
the late acts of the British parliament for tax-
ing America ought to be deemed binding upon
us, must admit at once that we are absolute
slaves, and have no property of our own;
or else that we may be freemen, and at the
same time under a necessity of obeying the
arbitrary commands of those over whom we
have no control or influence, and that we may
have property of our own, which is en-
tirely at the disposal of another. Such gross
absurdities, I believe will not be relished in
this enlightened age: and it can be no matter
of wonder that the people quickly perceived,
and seriously complained of the inroads which
these acts must unavoidably make upon their
liberty, and of the hazard to which their whole
property is by them exposed ; for, if they may
be taxed without their consent, even in the
smallest trifle, they may also, without their con-
sent, be deprived of every thing they possess,
although never so valuable, never so dear.
Certainly it never entered the hearts of our
ancestors, that after so many dangers in this
then desolate wilderness, their hard-earned
property should be at the disposal of the Bri-
tish parliament ; and as it was soon found that
this taxation could not be supported by reason
and argument, it seemed necessary that one
act of oppression should be enforced by ano-
ther, and therefore, contrary to our just rights
as possessing, or at least having a just title to
possess, all the liberties and immunities of
British subjects, a standing army was estab-
lished among us in time of peace; and evi-
dently for the purpose of effecting Zka#, which
it was one principal design of the founders of
the constitution to prevent, (when they
declared a standing army in a time of peace
to be agasnst law) namely, for the enforce-
ment of obedience to acts which, upon fair
examination, appeared to be unjust and un-
eonstitutional.

The ruinous consequences of standing armies
to free communities may be seen in the histo-
ties of Syracuse, Rome, and many other onge
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flourishing states : some of which have now
scarce a name ! their baneful influence is most
suddenly felt, when they are placed in populous
cities ; for, by a corruption of morals, the public
happiness is immediately affected! and that
this is one of the effects of quartering troopsin
a populous city, is a truth, to which many a
mourning parent, many a lost, despairing child
in this metropolis must bear a very melancholy
testimony. Soldiers are also taught to consider
arms as the only arbiters by which every dis-
pute is to be decided between contending
states ;—they are instructed implicitly to obey
their commanders, without enquiring into the
justice of the cause they are engaged to sup-
port; henceit is, that they are ever to be dreaded
as the ready engines of tyranny and oppression.
And it is too obseryable that they are prone to
introduce the same mode of decision in the
disputes of individuals, and from thence hate
often arisen great animosities between them
and the inhabitants, who, whilst in a naked,
defenceless state, are frequently insulted and
abused by an armed soldiery. And this will
be more especially the case, when the troops
are informed that the intention of their being
stationed in any city is to overawe the in-
habitants. That this was the avowed design
of stationing an armed force in this town is
sufficiently known ; and we, my fellow citizens,
have seen, we have felt the tragical effects!
—-The fatal fifth of March, 1770, can
never be forgotten—The horrors of tAat
dreadful night are but too deeply impressed
on our hearts——Language is too feeble to
paint the emotion of our souls, when our
streets were stained with the blood of our
brethren—when our ears were wounded by
the groans of the dying, and our eyes were
tormented with the sight of the mangled bod-
ies of the dead.—When our alarmed imagina-
tion presented to our view our houses wrapt in
flames, our children subjected to the barbarous
caprice of the raging soldiery,—our beauteous
virgins exposed to all the insolence of unbri-
dled passion,—our virtuous wives, endeared to
us by every tender tie, falling a sacrifice to
worse than brutal violence, and perhaps like
the famed Lucretia, distracted with anguish
and despair, ending their wretched lives by
their own fair hands. When we beheld the
authors of our distress parading in our streets,
or drawn up in a regular dattalia, as though in
a hostile city, our hearts beat to arms; we
snatched our weapons, almost resolved, by one
decisive stroke, to avenge the death of our
slaughtered brethren, and to secure from
future danger, all that we held most dear : but
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propitious heaven forbade the bloody carnage,
and saved the threatened victims of our too
keen resentment, not by their discipline, not by
their regular array,—no, it was royal George’s
livery that proved their shield—it was that
which turned the pointed engines of destruc-
tion from their breasts.* The thoughts of
vengeance were soon buried in our inbred
affection to Great Britain, and calm reason
dictated a method of removing the troops more
mild than an immediate resource to the sword.
With united efforts you urged the immediate
departure of the troops from the town—jyou
urged it, with a resolution which ensured suc-
cess——you obtained your wishes, and the

“removal of the troops was effected, with-
out one drop of their blood being shed by
the inhabitants.

The immediate actors in the tragedy of that
night, were surrendered to justice.——It is
not mine to say how far they were guilty?
they have been tried by the country and
acqustied of murder! and they are not to be
again arraigned at an earthly bar; but, surely
the men who have promiscuously scattered
death amidst the innocent inhabitants of a
populous city, ought to see well to it, that they
be prepared to stand at the bar of an omni-
scient judge ! and all who contrived or encour-
aged the stationing troops in this place haverea-
sons of eternal importance, to reflect with deep
contrition, on their base designs, and humbly
to repent of their impious machinations.

The infatuation which hath seemed, for a
number of years, to prevail in the British coun-
cils, with regard to us, is truly astonishing !
what can be proposed by the repeated attacks
made upon our freedom, I really cannot sur-

. mise; even leaving justice and humanity out
of question. I do not know one single advan-
tage which can arise to the British nation, from
our being enslaved :—I know not of any gains,
which can be wrung from us by oppression,
which they may not obtain from us by our own
consent, in the smooth channel of commerce:
we wish the wealth and prosperity of Britain ;
we contribute largely to both. Doth what we
contribute lose all its value, because it is done
voluntarily ? the amazing increase of riches to
Britain, the great rise of the value of her
lands, the flourishing state of her navy, are

*1 have the strongest reason to believe that I bave
mentloned the only circumstance which saved the troops
from destruction. It was then, and now is, the opinion of
those who were best acquainted with the state of affairs at
that time, that had thrice that number of troops, belong-
ing to any power at open war with us, been in this town,
in the same exposed condition, scarce a man would have
lived to have seen the momning light.
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striking proofs of the advantages derived to her
from her commerce with the colonies ; and it is
our earnest desire that she may still continue
to enjoy the same emoluments, until her streets
are paved with American gold; only, let us
have the pleasure of calling it our own, whilst
it is in our own hands ; but this it seems is too
great a favor—we are to be governed by the
absolute command of others; our property s
o be taken away witkout our conmsent—if we
complain, our complaints are treated with con-
tempt ; if we assert our rights, that assertion
is deemed insolence; if we humbly offer to
submit the matter to the impartial decision of
reason, the sword is judged the most proper
argument to silence our murmurs ! but this can-
not long be the case—surely the British nation
will not suffer the reputation of their justice
and their honor, to be thus sported away by a
capricious ministry ; no, they willina short time
open their eyes to their true interest : they nour-
ish in their own breasts, a noble love of liberty ;
they hold her dear, and they know that all who
have once possessed her charms, had rather
die than suffer her to be torn from their em-
braces—they are also sensible that Britain is so
deeply interested in the prosperity of the colo-
nies that she must eventually feel every wound
given to their freedom ; they cannot be igno-
rant that more dependence may be placed on
the affections of a brother, than on the forced
service of a slave; they must approve your
efforts for the preservation of your rights;
from a sympathy of soul they must pray for
your success: and I doubt not but they will,
ere long, exert themselves effectually, to redress
your grievances. Even in the dissolute reign
of king Charles II. when the house of com-
mons impeached the earl of Clarendon of high
treason, the first article on which they founded
their accusation was, that “ ke kad designed a
standing army to be rassed, and lo govern the
kingdom thereby.” And the eighth article was,
that “ ke Aad introduced an arbitrary govern-
ment inlo kis majesty’s plantation.” A terri-
fying example to those who are now forging
chains for this country.

You have, my friends and countrymen, frus-
trated the designs 3T your enemies, by your
unanimity and fortitude : it was your union and
determined spirit which expelled those troops,
who polluted your streets with innocent
blood. "You have appointed this anniversary
as a standard memorial of the dloody com-
sequences of placing an armed force in &
populous city, and of your deliverance from
the dangers which then seemed to hang
over your heads ; and I am confident that you
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never will betray the least want of spirit when
called upon to guard your freedom. None but
they who set a just value upon the blessings
of liberty are worthy to enjoy her—your illus-
trious fathers were her zealous votaries—when
the blasting frowns of tyranny drove her from
public view, they clasped her in their arms,
they cherished her in their generous bosoms,
they brought her safe over the rough ocean,
and fixed her seat in this then dreary wilder-
ness; they nursed her infant age with the
most tender care ; for her sake they patiently
bore the severest hardships ; for her support,
they underwent the most rugged toils ; in her de-
fence they boldly encountered the most alarm-
ing dangers : neither the ravenous beasts that
ranged the woods for prey, nor the more furi-
ous savages of the wilderness, could damp
ardor |—Whilst with one hand they broke the
stubborn glebe, with the other they grasped
their weapons, ever ready to protect her from
- danger. No sacrifice, not even their own blood,
was esteemed too rich a libation for her altar!
God prospered their valor ; they preserved her
brilliancy unsullied ; they enjoyed her whilst
they lived, and dying, bequeathed the dear
inheritance to your care. And as they left you
this glorious legacy, they have undoubtedly
transmitted to you some portion of their noble
spirit, to inspire you with virtue to merit her,
and courage to preserve her : you surely cannot,
with such examples before your eyes, as every
page of the history of this country affords,* suffer
your liberties to be ravished from you by lawless
force, or cajoled away by flattery and fraud.

The voice of your fathers’ blood cries to

you from the ground, my soms scorm fo be
slaves/ in vain we met the frowns of tyrants
—in vain we crossed the boisterous ocean,
found a new world, and prepared it for the
happy residence of liberty—in vain we toiled
—in vain we fought—we bled in vain, if you,
our offspring, want valor to repel the assaults
of her invaders l——Stain not the glory of
your worthy ancestors, but like them resolve,
never to part with your birth-right ; be wise
in your deliberations, and determined in your
exertions for the preservation of your liberties.
Follow not the dictates of passion, but enlist
yourselves under the sacred banner of reason ;
use every method in your power to secure your
rights; at least prevent the curses of posterity
from being heaped upon your memories.

If you, with united zeal and fortitude, oppose
the torrent of oppression ; if you feel the true
fire of patriotism burning in your breasts: if
“®At simul heroum laudes, et facta parentis
Jam legere, et qus sit poteris cognoscese virtus.—VizG.
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you, from your souls, despise the most gaudy
dress that slavery can wear ; if you really pre-
fer the lonely cottage (whilst blest with lib-
erty) to gilded palaces, surrounded with the
ensigns of slavery, you may have the fullest
assurance that tyranny, with her whole ac-
cursed train, will hide their hideous heads in
confusion, shame, and despair—if you perform
your part, you must have the strongest confi-
dence that the same Almighty Being who
protected your pious and venerable fore-
fathers—who enabled them to turn a barren
wilderness into a fruitful field, who so often
made bare his arm for their salvation, will still
be mindful of you, their offspring.

May this Almighty Being graciously pre-
side in all our councils. May he direct us
to such measures as he himself shall approve,
and be pleased to bless. May we ever be a
people favored of God. May our land be a
land of liberty, the seat of virtue, the asylum ot
the oppressed, a name and a praise in the
whole earth, until the last shock of time shall
bury the empires of the world in one common
undistinguished ruin !

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH
5, 1775.

BY DR. JOSEPH WARREN.,

Tanta molis evat, Re dere gent,
VizGiL's M.
Owi, meinens, wivit, liber miki non erit unguam.
Hon. Ers.

My ever Homored Fellow-Citizens.

It is not without the most humiliating con-
viction of my want of ability that I now ap-
pear before you: but the sense I have of the
obligation I am under to obey the calls of my
country at all times, together with an animat.
ing recollection of your indulgence, exhibited
upon so many occasions, has induced me,
once more, undeserving as I am, to throw my-
self upon that candor, which looks with kind-
ness on the feeblest efforts of an honest mind,

You will not now expect the elegance, the
learning, the fire, the enrapturing strains of
eloquence which charmed you when a Lovell,
a Church, or a Hancock spake; but you
will permit me to say that with a sincerity
equal to theirs, ] mourn over my bleeding
country: With them I weep at her distress,
and with them deeply resent the many injuries
she has received from the hands of cruel and
unreasonable men.

That personal freedom is the natural right of
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every man, and that property, or an exclusive
right to dispose of what he has honestly acquired
by his own labor, necessarily arises therefrom,
are truths which common sense has placed
beyond the reach of contradiction. And no
man or body of men can, without being guilty
of flagrant injustice, claim a right to dispose of
the persons or acquisitions of any other man
or body of men, unless it can be proved that
such a right has arisen from some compact
between the parties in whichit has been expli-
citly and freely granted.

If I may be indulged in taking a retrospec-
tive view of the first settlement of our country,
it will be easy to determine with what degree
of justice the late parliament of Great Britain
have assumed the power of giving 'away that
property which the Americans have earned by
their labor.

Our fathers having resolved never to wear
the yoke of despotism, and seeing the Euro-
pean world, at that time, through indolence
and cowardice, falling a prey to tyranny, bravely
threw themselves upon the bosom of the ocean,
determined to find a place in which to enjoy
their freedom, or perish in the glorious attempt.
Approving heaven beheld the favorite ark danc-
ing upon the waves, and graciously preserved
it until the chosen families were brought in
safety to these western regions. They found
the land swarming with savages, who threat-
ened death with every kind of torture. But
savages, and death with torture, were far less
terrible than slavery: nothing was so much
the object of their abhorrence as a tyrant’s
power: they knew it was more safe to dwell
with man in his most unpolished state, than in
a country where arbitrary power prevails. Even
anarchy itself, that bugbear held up by the
tools of power (though truly to be deprecated)
is infinitely less dangerous to mankind than
arbityary government. Anarchy can bebut of
a short duration ; for when men are at liberty
to pursue that course which is most conducive
to their own happiness, they will soon come
into it, and from the rudest state of nature
aorder and good government must soon arise.
But fyransny, when once established, entails its
curses on a nation to the latest period of
" time; unless some daring genius, inspired by
heaven, shall, unappalled by danger, bravely
form and execute the design of restoring liberty
and life to his enslaved, murdered country.

The tools of power, in every age, have racked
their inventions to justify the few in sporting
with the happiness of the many ; and, having
found their sophistry too weak to hold mankind
in bondage, have impiously dared to force
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religion, the daughter of the king of heaven, to
become a prostitute in the service of hell. They
taught that princes, honored with the name of
Christian, might bid defiance to the founder of
their faith, might pillage Pagan countries and
deluge them with blood, only because they
boasted themselves to be the disciples of that
teacher who strictly charged his followers
to do Yo others as they would that others should
do unto them.

This country having been discovered by an
English subject, in the year 1620, was (accord-
ing to the system which the blind superstition
of those times supported) deemed the property
of the crown of England. Our ancestors
when they resolved to quit their native soil,
obtained from king James, a grant of certain
lands in North America. This they probably
did to silence the cavils of their enemies, for it
cannot be doubted, but that they despised the
pretended right which he claimed thereto.
Certaip it is, that he might, with equal pro-
priety and justice, have made them a grant of
the planet Jupiter. And their subsequent con-
duct plainly shows that they were too well ac-
quainted with humanity, and the principles of
natutal equity, to suppose that the grant gave
them any right to take possession ; they there-
fore entered into a treaty with the natives, and
bought from them the lands; nor have I ever
yet obtained any information that our ancestors
ever pleaded, or that the natives ever regarded
the grant from the English crown: the busi-
ness was transacted by the parties in the same
independent manner that it would have been,
had neither of them ever known or heard of the
island of Great Britain.

Having become the honest proprietors of
the soil, they immediately applied themselves to
the cultivation of it, and they soon beheld the
virgin earth teeming with the richest fruits, a .
grateful recompense for their unwearied toil.
The fields began to wave with ripening har-
vests, and the late barren wilderness was seen
to blossom like the rose. The savage natives
saw with wonder the delightful change, and
quickly formed a scheme to obtain that by
fraud or force, which nature meant as the re-
ward of industry alone. But the industrious
emigrants soon convinced the rude invaders,
that they were not less ready to take the field
for battle than for labor, and the insidious foe
was driven from their borders as often as he
ventured to disturb them. The crown of Eng-
land looked with indifference on the contest:
our ancestors were left alone to combat with
the natives, Nor is there any reason to be-
lieve, that it was ever intended by the one
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party, or expected by the other, that the
grantor should defend and maintain the gran-
fees in the peaceful possession of the lands
named in the patents. And it appears plainly,
from the history of those times, that neither
the prince nor the people of England, thought
themselves much interested in the matter.
They had not then any idea of a thousandth
part of those advantages which they since have
and we are most heartily willing they should
still continue to reap from us.

But when, at an infinite expense of toil and
blood, this widely extended continent had been
cultivated and defended: when the hardy
adventurers justly expected that they and their
descendants should peaceably have enjoyed
the harvest of those fields which they had sown,
and the fruit of those vineyards which they
had planted, this country was then thought
worthy the attention of the British ministry;
and the only justifiable and only successful
means of rendering the colonies serviceable to
Britain were adopted. By an intercourse of
friendly offices, the two countries became so
united in affection, that they thought not of
any distinct or separate interests, they found
both countries flourishing and happy. Britain
saw her commerce extended, and her wealth
increased ; her lands raised to an immense
value; her fleets riding triumphant on the
ocean ; the terror of her arms spreading to
every quarter of the globe. The colonist
found himself free, and thought himself secure :
he dwelt under his own vine, and under his
own fig-tree and had none to make him afraid :
he knew indeed, that by purchasing the manu-
factures of Great Britain, he contributed to its
greatness : he knew that all the wealth that
his labor produced centered in Great Britain:
But that, far from exciting his envy, filled him
with the highest pleasure; that thought sup-
ported him in all his toils. When the business
of the day was past, he solaced himself with
the contemplation, or perhaps entertained his
listening family with the recital of some great,
some glorious transaction which shines con-
spicuous in the history of Britain : or, perhaps,
his elevated fancy led him to foretel, with a
kind of enthusiastic confidence, the glory,
power, and duration of an empire which should
extend from one end of the earth to the other:

. he saw, or thought he saw, the British nation
risen to a pitch of grandeur which cast a veil
over the Roman glory, and, ravished with the
pra-view, boasted a race of British kings,
whose names should echo through those
realms where Cyrus, Alexander, and the
Caesars were unknown; princes, for whom
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millions of grateful subjects redeemed from
slavery and Pagan ignorance, should, with
thankful tongues, offer up their prayers and
praises to that transcendently great and bene-
ficent being, by whom kings reign and princes
decree justice,

These pleasing connections might have
continued; these delightsome prospects
might have been every day extended; and
even the reveries of the most warm imagina-
tion might have been realized ; but, unhappily
for Britain, the madness of an avaricious min
ister of state, has drawn a sable curtain over
the charming scene, and in its stead has
brought upon the stage, discord, envy, hatred
and revenge, with civil war close in their rear.

Some demon, in an evil hour, suggested to™
a short-sighted financier,.the hateful project
of transferring the whole property of the king’s
subjects in America, to his subjects in Britain.
The claim of the British parliament to tax the
colonies, can never be supported but by such
a transfer; for the right of the house of
Great Britain, to originate any tax or grant
money, is altogether derived from their being
elected by the people of Great Britain to act
for them, and the people of Great Britain can-
not confer on their representatives a right to
give or grant anything which they themselves
have not a right to give or grant personally.
Therefore it follows, that if the members cho-
sen by the people of Great Britain, to repre- -
sent them in parliament, have, by virtue of
their being so chosen, any right to give or grant
American property, or to lay any tax upon the
lands or persons of the colonists, it is because
the lands and people in the colonies, are, bona
fide, owned by, and justly belonging to the
people of Great Britain. But (as has been be-
fore observed) every man has a right to per-
sonal freedom, consequently a right to enjoy
what is acquired by his own labor. And it is
evident that the property in this country has
been acquired by our own labor ; it is the duty
of the people of Great Britain, to produce some
compact in which we have explicitly given up
to them a right to dispose of our persons or
property. Until this is done, every attempt
of theirs, or of those whom they have deputed
to act for them, to give or grant any part of
our property, is directly repugnant to every
principle of reason and natural justice.
But I may boldly say, that such a compact
never existed, no, not even in imagina-
tion. Nevertheless, the representatives of a
nation, long famed for justice and the ex-
ercise of every noble virtue, have been pre-
vailed on to adopt the fatal scheme; and
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although the dreadful consequences of this
wicked policy have already shaken the empire
to its centre, yet still it is persisted in. Regard-
less of the voice of reason—deaf to the prayers
and supplication—and unaffected with the flow-
ing tears of suffering millions, the British min-
istry still hug the darling idol; and every
rolling year affords fresh instances of the ab-
surd devotion with which they worship it.
Alas! how has the folly, the distraction of the
British councils blasted our swelling hopes,
and spread a gloom over this western hem-
isphere.

The hearts of Britons and Americans, which
lately felt the generous glow of mutual confi-
dence and love, now burn with jealousy and
rage. Though but of yesterday, 1 recollect
(deeply affected at the ill-boding change) the
happy hours that past while Britain and
America rejoiced in the prosperity and great-
ness of each other (heaven grant those halcyon
days may soon return). But now the Briton
too often looks on the American with an en-
vious eye, taught to consider his just plea for
the enjoyment of his earnings, as the effect of
pride and stubborn opposition to the parent
country. Whilstthe American beholds the
Briton, as the ruffian, ready first to take away
his property, and next, what is still dearer to
every virtuous man, the liberty of his country.

When the measures of administration had
disgusted the colonies to the highest degree,
and the people of Great Britain had, by arti-
fice and falsechood, been irritated against
America, an army was sent over to enforce
submission to certain acts of the British parlia-
ment, which reason scorned to countenance,
and which placemen and pensioners were
found unable to support.

Martial law and the government of a well-
regulated city, are so entirely different, that it
has always been considered as improper to
quarter troops in populous cities ; frequent dis-
putes must necessarily arise between the citi-
zen and the soldier, even if no previous ani-
mosities subsist. And it is further certain,
from a consideration of the nature of mankind
as well as from constant experience, that
standing armies always endanger the liberty
of the subject. But when the people on the
one part, considered the army as sent to en-
slave them, and the army on the other, were
taught to look on the people as in a state of
rebellion, it was but justto fear the most disa-
greeal'e consequences. Our fears, we have
seen, were but too well grounded.

The many injuries offered to the town, I
pass over in silence. I cannot now mark out
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the path which led to that unequalled scene
of horror, the sad remembrance of which, takes
the full possession of my soul. The sanguinary
theatre again opens itself to view. The
baleful images of terror crowd around me—
and discontented ghosts, with hollow groans,
appear to solemnize the anniversary of the
fifth of March.

Approach we then the melancholy walk of
death. Hither let me call the gay companion ;
here let him drop a farewell tear upon that
body which so late he saw vigorous and warm
with social mirth—hither let me lead the ten-
der mother to weep over her beloved son—
come widowed mourner, here satiate thy grief;
behold thy murdered husband gasping on the
ground, and to complete the pompous show of
wretchedness, bring in each hand thy infant
children to bewail their father’s fate—take
heed, ye orphan babes, lest, whilst your
streaming eyes are fixed upon the ghastly
corpse, your feel slide on the stones bespai-
tered with your father's brains* Enough!
this tragedy need not be heightened by an in-
fant weltering in the blood of him that gave it
birth. Nature reluctant, shrinks already from
the view, and the chilled blood rolls slowly
backward to its fountain. We wildly stare
about, and with amazement, ask who spread
this ruin round us? what wretch has dared
deface the image of his God? has haughty
France, or cruel Spain, sent forth her myrmi-
dons ? has the grim savage rushed again from
the far distant wilderness? or does some fiend
fierce from the depth of hell, with all the ran-
corous malice which the apostate damned can
feel, twang her destructive bow, and hurl her
deadly arrows at our breast? no; none of
these—but, how astonishing! it is the hand of
Britain that inflicts the wound. The arms of
George, our rightful king, have been employed
to shed that blood, when justice, or the honor
of his crown, had called his subjects to the
field.

But pity, grief, astonishment, with all the
softer movements of the soul, must now give
way to stronger passions, Say, fellow-citizens
what dreadful thought now swells your heav-
ing bosoms—you fly to arms—sharp indigna-
tion flashes from each eye—revenge gnashes
her iron teeth—death grins an hideous smile,
secure to drench his greedy jaws in human,
gore—whilst hovering furies darken all the air.

But stop, my bold adventurous countrymen,

¢ After Mr. Gray had been shot through the body,
and had fallen dead on the ground, & bayonet was pushed
through his skull; part of the bone being broken, his
beains fell out upon the pavement.
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stain not your weapons with th¢ blood of
Britons. Attend to reason’s voice—humanity
puts in her claim—and sues to be again admit-
ted to her wonted seat, the bosom of the
brave. Revenge is far beneath the noble
mind. Many, perhaps, compelled to rank
among the vile assassins, do from their inmost
souls, detest the barbarous action. The
winged death, shot from your arms, may
chance to pierce some breast that bleeds al-
ready for your injured country.

The storm subsides—a solemn pause ensues
—you spare, upon condition they depart. They
go—they quit your city—they no more shall
give offence.——Thus closes the important
drama.

And could it have been conceived that we
again should have seen a British army in our
land, sent to enforce obedience to acts of parlia-
ment destructive of our liberty. But the royal
ear, far distant from this western world, has
"been assaulted by t(he tongue of slander; and
villains, traitorous alike to king and country,
have prevailed upon a gracious prince to clothe
his countenance with wrath, and to erect the
hostile banner against a people ever affectionate
and loyal to him and his illustrious predeces-
sors of the house of Hanover. Our streets are
again filled with armed men; our harbor is
crowded with ships of war; but these cannot
intimidate us; our liberty must be preserved ;
it is far dearer than life, we hold it even dear as
our allegiance; we must defend it against the
attacks of friends as well as enemies; we can-
not suffer even Britons to ravish it from us.

No longer could we reflect with generous
pride on the heroic actions of our American
forefathers—no longer boast our origin from
that far-famed island whose warlike sons have
so often drawn their well tried swords to save
her from the ravages of tyranny; could we
but for a moment, entertain the thought of
giving up our liberty. The man who meanly
will submit to wear a shackle, contemns the
noblest gift of heaven, and impiously affronts
the God that made him free.

It was a maxim of the Roman people, which
eminently conduced to the greatness of that
state, never to despair of the commonwealth,
The maxim may prove as salutary to us now,
as it did to them. Short-sighted mortals see
not the numerous links of small and great
events, which form the chain on which the fate
of kings and nations is suspended. Ease and
prosperity (though pleasing for a day) have
often sunk a people into efleminacy and sloth,
Hardships and dangers (tho’ we forever strive
to shun them) have frequently called forth such
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virtues, as have commanded the applause and
reverence of an admiring world, Our country
loudly calls you to be circumspect, vigilant,
active and brave. Perhaps, (all gracious
heaven avert it) perhaps, the power of Britain,
a nation great in war, by some malignant
influence, may be employed to enslave you:
but let not even this discourage you. Her
arms, 'tis true, have filled the world with ter-
ror: her troops have reaped the laurels of the
field : her fleets have rode triumphant on the
sea—and when or where, did you, my country-
men, depart inglorious from the field of fight !*
you too can shew the trophies of your forefa~
thers’ victories and your own; can name the
fortresses and battles you have won; and many
of you count the honorable scars of wounds
received, whilst fighting for your king and
country. .

Where justice is the standard, heaven is
the warrior’s shield : but conscious guilt un~
nerves the arm that lifts the sword against the
innocent. Britain, united with these colonies,
by commerce and affection, by interest and
blood, may mock the threats of France and
Spain : may be the seat of universal empire.
But should America, either by force, or those
more dangerous engines, luxury and corrup-
tion, ever be brought into a state of vassalage,
Britain must lose her freedom also. No lon-
ger shall she sit the empress of the sea: her
ships no more shall waft her thunders over the
wide ocean: the wreath shall wither on her
temples : her weakened arm shall be unable to
defend her coasts : and she, at last, must bow
her venerable head to some proud foreigner’s
despotic rule.

But if, from past events, we may venture to
form a judgment of the future, we justly may

*The patience with which this people have borne the
repeated injuries which bave been heaped upon them, and
their unwillingness to take any sanguinary measures, has,
very injudiciously, been ascribed to cowardice, by per-
sons both here and in Great Britain. I most heartily wish
that an opinion, 80 erroneous in itself, and 50 fatal in its
consequences, might be utterly removed before it be too
late : and I think nothing further necessary to convince
every intelligent man, that the conduct of this people is
owing to the tender regard which they have for their
fellow-men andan utter abhorrence to the shedding of
human blood, than a little attention to their general
temper and disposition, discovered when they cannot be
supposed to be under any apprehension of danger to them-
selves.—] will only mention the universal detestation
which they shew to every act of cruelty, by whom, and
upon whomsoever committed ; the mild spirit of their laws;
the very few crimes to which capital penalties are an-
nexed; and the very great backwardness which both
courtsand juries discover, in condemning persons charged
with capital crimes.—But if any should think this observa~
tion not to the purpose, I readily appeal to those gentle-
men of the army who bave been in the camp, or in the
field, with the Americans.
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expect that the devices of our enemies will but
increase the triumphs of our country. I must
indulge a hope that Britain’s liberty, as well
as ours, will eventually be preserved by the
virtue of America.

The attempt of the British parliament to
raise a revenue from America, and our denial
of their right to do it, have excited an almost
universal enquiry into the right of mankind in
general, and of British subjects in particular;
the necessary result of which must be such a
liberality of sentiment, and such a jealousy of
those in power, as will, better than an adaman-
tine wall, secure us against the future ap-
proaches of despotism.

The malice of the Boston port-bill has been
defeated in a very considerable degree, by giving
you an opportunity of deserving, and our breth-
ren in this and our sister-colonies an oppor-
tunity of bestowing, those benefactions which
have delighted your friends and astonished
your enemies, not only in America, but in Eu-
rope also. And what is more valuable still,
the sympathetic feelings for a brother in dis-
tress, and the grateful emotions excited in the
breast of him who finds relief, must forever
endear each to the other, and form those indis-
soluble bonds of friendship and affection, on
which the preservation of our rights so evi-
dently depend.

The mutilation of our charter, has made
every other colony jealous for its own ; for this
if once submitted to by us, would set on float the
property and government of every British set-
tlement upon the continent. If charters are
not deemed sacred, how miserably precarious
is every thing founded upon them,

Even the sending troops to put these acts
in execution, is not without advantages to us.
The exactness and beauty of their discipline
inspire our youth with ardor in the pursuit of
military knowledge. Charles the invincible,
taught Peter the great, the art of war., The
battle of Pultowa convinced Charles of the
proficiency Peter had made.

Our country is in danger, but not to be de-
spaired of. Our enemies are numerous and
powerful—but we have many friends—deter-
mining to be free, and Heaven and earth
will aid the resolution. On you depend the
fortunes of America. You are to decide the
important question, on which rest the happi-
ness and liberty of millions yet unborn. Act
worthy of yourselves. The faltering tongue
of hoary age calls on you to support your coun-
try. The lisping infant raises its suppliant
hands, imploring defence against the monster
slavery. Your fathers look from their celestial
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seats with smiling approbation on their sons,
who boldly stand forth in the cause of virtue ;
but sternly frown upon the inhuman miscreant,
who, to secure the loaves and fishes to him-
self, would breed a serpent to destroy his
children.

But, pardon me, my fellow-citizens, I know
you want not zeal or fortitude. You will
maintain your rights or perish in the generous
struggle. However difficult the combat, you
never will decline it when freedom is the prize.
An independence of Great Britain is not our|
aim. No, our wish is, that Britain and the
colonies may, like the oak and ivy, grow and
increase in strength together. But whilst the
infatuated plan of making one part of the
empire slaves to the other is persisted in, the
interest and safety of Britain, as well as the
colonies, require that the wise measures, recom-
mended by the honorable the continental con-
gress, be steadily pursued; whereby the
unnatural contest between a parent honored,
and a child beloved, may probably be brought
to such an issue, as that the peace and happi-
ness of both may be established upon a lasting
basis. But if these pacific measures are in-
effectual, and it appears that the only way to
safety, is through fields of blood, I know you
will not turn your faces from your foes, but
will, undauntedly, press forward, until tyranny
is trodden under foot, and you have fixed your
adored goddess liberty, fast by a Brunswick's
side, on the American throne.

You then, who nobly have espoused your
country’s cause, who generously have sacrificed
wealth and ease— who have despised the
pomp and shew of tinseled greatness—refused
the summons to the festive board—been deaf
to the alluring calls of luxury and mirth—who
have forsaken the downy pillow, to keep your
vigils by the midnight lamp, for the salvation of
your invaded country, that you might break the
fowler’s snare, and disappoint the vulture of his
prey ; you then will reap that harvest of renown
which you so justly have deserved. Your coun-
try shall pay her grateful tribute of applause,
Even the children of your most inveterate
enemies, ashamed to tell from whom they
sprang, while they, in secret, curse their stupid,
cruel parents, shall join the general voice of
gratitude to those who broke the fetters which
their fathers’ forged.

Having redeemed your country, and secured
the blessing to future generations, who, fired
by your example, shall emulate your virtues,
and learn from you the heavenly art of making
millions happy; with heart-felt joy—with
transports all your own, you cry, the glorious



30 PRINCIPLES AND ACTS OF THE REVOLUTION.

work is done. Then drop the mantle to some
young Elisha, and take your seats with kindred
spirits in your native skies.

AN ORATION,

Delivered at the King's Chapel in Boston,
April 8, 1776, om the re-interment of the re-
mains of the late Most Worshipful Grand-
master Foseph Warrem, Esquire, President of
the late Congress of thés Colony, and Major Gen-
eral of the Massachusells forces, who was slain
in the battle of Bunker's-Aill, Fune 17, 1775.

BY PEREZ MORTON, M. M.

Tllustyious relics/—What tidings from the
grave ? why hast thou left the peaceful man-
sions of that tomb, to visit again this troubled
earth! art thou the welcome messenger of
peace! art thou risen again to exhibit thy
glorious wounds, and through them proclaim
salvation to thy country! or art thou come to
demand the last debt of humanity, to which
your rank and merit have so justly entitled you
—but which has been so long ungenerously
withheld | and art thou angry at the barbarous
usage ? be appeased, sweet ghost ! for though
thy body has long laid undistinguished among
the vulgar dead, scarce privileged with earth
enough to hide it from the birds of prey;
though not a friendly sigh was uttered o'er thy
grave ; and though the execration of an impious
foe, were all thy funeral knells ; yet, matchless
patriot ! thy memory has been embalmed in
the affections of thy grateful countrymen ;
who, in their breasts, have raised eternal monu~
ments to thy bravery! -

But let us leave the beloved remains, and
contemplate for a moment, those virtues of the
man, the exercise of which have sp deservedly
endeared him to the honest among the great,
and the good among the humble.

In the private walks of life, he was a pattern
for mankind.—The tears of her, to whom the
world is indebted for so much virtue, are silent
heralds of his filial piety ; while his tender off-
spring, in lisping out their father’s care, pro-
claim his parental affection; and an Adams
can witness with how much zeal he loved,
where he had formed the sacred connexion of
a friend :—their kindred souls were so closely
twined, that both felt one joy, both one afflic-
tion. In conversation he had the happy talent
of addressing his subject both to the under-
standing and the passions; from the one he
forced conviction, from the other he stole assent.

[y

He was blessed with a complacency of dis-
position and equanimity of temper, which
peculiarly endeared him to his friends, and
which, added to the deportment of the gentle-
man, commanded reverence and esteem even
from his enemies.

Such was the tender sensibility of his soul,
that he need but see distress to feel it, and
contribute to its relief. He was deaf to the
calls of interest even in the course of his pro
fession : and wherever he beheld an indigen
object, which claimed his healing skill, he ad-
ministered it, without even the hope of any
other reward than that which resuited from
the reflection of having so far promoted the
happiness of his fellow-men.

In the social departments of life, practising
upon the strength of that doctrine, he used so
earnestly to inculcate himself, that nothing so
much conduced to enlighten mankind, and
advance the great end of society at large, as
the frequent interchange of sentiments, in
friendly meeting ; we find him constantly en-
gaged in this eligible labor; but on none did
he place so high a value, as on that most hon-
orable of all detached societies, Z7he Free
and Accepted Masons: into this fraterity
he was early initiated ; and after having given
repeated proofs of a rapid proficiency in the
arts, and after evidencing by his life, the pro-
fessions of his lips—finally, as the reward of
his merit, he was commissioned The Most
Worshipful Grand-Master of all the ancient
Masons, through North America.——And you,
brethren, are living testimonies, with how much
honor to himself, and benefit to the craft uni-
versal, he discharged the duties of his elevated
trust ; with what sweetened accents he courted
your attention, while, with wisdom, strength,
and beauty, he instructed his lodges in the
secret arts of Freemasonry ; what perfect order
and decorum he preserved in the government of
them ; and, in all his conduct, what a bright
example he set us, %0 kve within compass and
act upon the square.

With what pleasure did he silence the wants
of poor and pennyless brethren; yea, the
necessitous every where, though ignorant of
the mysteries of the craft, from his benefac-
tions, felt the happy effects of that institution
which is founded on faith, hope and charity.
And the world may cease to wonder, that he
so readily offered up his life, on the altar of
his country, when they are told that the main
pillar of masonry is the love of mankind.

The fates, as though they would reveal, in
the person of our Grand-master, those mys-
teries which have so long lain hid from the
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world, have suffered him, like the great master-
builder in the temple of old, to fall by the
hands of ruffians, and be again raised in
honor and authority : we searched in the field
for the murdered son of a widow, and we
found him, 8y tAe turf and the twig, buried on
the brow of a hill, though not in a decent
grave.—And though we must again commit
his body to the tomb, yet our breasts shall be
the burying spot of his masonic virtues, and
there—

“ An adamantine monument we'll rear,

** With this inscription,” Masenry * lies here.”" —

In public life, the sole object of his ambition
was, to acquire the conscience of virtuous en-
terprises ; amor patrie was the spring of his
actions, and mens conscia ‘rects was his guide.
And on this security he was, on every occa-
sion, ready to sacrifice his health, his interest,
and his ease, to the sacred calls of his country.
When the liberties of America were attacked,
he appeared an early champion in the con-
test : and though his knowledge and abilities
would have insured riches and preferment
(could he have stooped to prostitution) yet he
nobly withstood the fascinating charm, tossed
fortune back her plume, and pursued the in-
flexible purpose of his soul, in guiltless com-
petence.

He sought not the Airy honors of a name,
else many of those publications which, in the
early period of our controversy, served to open
the minds of the people, had not appeared an-
onymous. In every time of eminent danger,
his fellow-citizens flew to him for advice ; like
the orator of Athens, he gave it and dispelled
their fears :—twice did they call him to the
rostrum to commemorate the massacre of their
brethren ; and from that instance, in persua-
sive language he taught them, not only the
dangerous tendency, but the actual mischief,
of stationing a military force in a free city, in a
time of peace.—They learnt the profitable
lesson and penned it among their grievances.

But his abilities were too great, his delibera-
tions too much wanted, to be confined to the
limits of a single city, and at a time when our
liberties were most critically in danger from the
secret machinations and open assaults of our
enemies, this town, to their lasting honor,
elected him to take a part in the councils of the
state.—And with what faithfulness he dis-
charged the important delegation, the neglect
of his private concerns, and his unwearied
attendance on that betrustment, will sufficiently
testify ; and the records of that virtuous as-
sembly will remain the testimonials of his
accomplishments as a statesman, and his
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integrity and services as a patriot, through all
posterity.

The congress of our colony could not observe
so much virtue and greatness without honor-
ing it with the highest mark of their favor, and
by the free sufirages of that uncorrupted body
of freemen, he was soon called to preside in
the senate—where, by his daily counsels and
exertions, he was constantly promoting the
great cause of general liberty.

But when he found the tools of oppression
were obstinately bent on violence; when he
found the vengeance of the British court must
be glutted with blood ; he determined, that
what he could not effect by his eloquence or
his pen, he would bring to purpose by his
sword. And on the memorable 19th of April,
he appeared in the field under the united
characters of the general, the soldier, and the
physician. Here he was seen animating his
countrymen to battle, and fighting by their
side, and there he was found administering
healing comforts to the wounded. And when
he had repelled the unprovoked assaults of the
enemy, and had driven them back into their
strong-holds, like the virtuous chief of Rome,
he returned to the senate, and presided again
at the councils of the fathers,

When the vanquished foe had rallied their
disordered army, and by the acquisition of fresh
strength, again presumed to fight against free-
men, our patriot, ever anxious to be where he
could do the most good, again put off the
senator, and, in contempt of danger, flew to
the field of battle, where, after a stern, and
almost victorious resistance, ah ! too soon for
his country ! he sealed his principles with his
blood—then—

“ Freedom wept, that merit could not save,”

But Warven's manes ** must enrich the grave.”
Enriched indeed ! and the heights of Charles-
town shall be more memorable for thy fall,
than the Plains of Abraham are for that of
the hero of Britain. For while he died con-
tending for a single country, you fell in the
cause of virtue and mankind.

The greatness of his soul shone even in the
moment of death; for, if fame speaks true, in
his last agonies he met the insults of his bar-
barous foe with his wonted magnanimity, and
with the true spirit of a soldier, frowned at
their impotence. -

In fine, to complete the great character—
like Harrington he wrote—like Cicero he
spoke—like Hampden he lived—and like Wolfe
he died.

And can we, my countrymen, with indiffe-
rence behold so much valor laid prostrate by
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the hand of British tyranny! and can we
ever grasp that hand in affection again ? are
- we not yet convinced “ that he who hunts the
woods for prey, the naked and untutored Indian,
is less a savage than the king of Britain!”
have we not proofs, wrote in blood, that the
corrupted nation, from whence we sprang,
(though there may be some traces of their an-
cient virtue left) are stubbornly fixed on our
destruction ! and shall we still court a depen-
dence on such a state? still contend for a con-
nexion with those who have forfeited not only
every kindred claim, but even their title to
humanity ! forbid it the spirit of the brave
Montgomery ! forbid it the spirit of immortal
‘Warren! forbid it the spirits of all our valiant
countrymen ! who fought, bled. and died for
far different purposes, and who would have
thought the purchase dear indeed! to have
paid their lives for the paltry boon of displacing
one set of villains in power, to make way for
another. No. They contended for the estab-
lishment of peace, liberty, and safety to their
country; and we are unworthy to be called
their countrymen, if we stop at any acquisition
short of this.

Now is the happy season, to seize again
those rights, which, as men, we are by nature
entitled to, and which, by contract, we never
have and never could have surrendered :—but
which have been repeatedly and violently at-
tacked by the king, lords and commons of
Britain. Ought we not then to disclaim for-
ever, the forfeited affinity ; and by a timely
amputation of that rotten limb of the empire,
prevent the mortification of the whole ? ought
we not to listen to the voice of our slaugh-
tered brethren, who are now proclaiming aloud
to their country—

Go tell the king, and tell him from our spirits,

That you and Britons can be friends no more ;

Tell him, to you all tyrants are the same ;

Or if in bonds, the never conquer'd soul

Can feel & pang, more keen than slavery's self,

'Tis where the chains that crush you into dust,

Are forg'd by hands, from which you hop'd for freedom.

Yes, we ought, and will—we will assert the
blood of our murdered hero against thy hos-
tile oppressions, O shameless Britain! and
when * thy cloud-capped towers, thy gorgeous
palaces " shall, by the teeth of pride and folly,
be levelled with the dust—and when thy glory
shall have faded like the western sunbeam—the
name and the virtues of Warren shall re-
main immortal.

GENERAL WARREN.

[It is well remembered that this ardent
patriot twice mounted the rostrum to address

OF THE REVOLUTION.

his fellow citizens on the subject of the massa-
cre of the sth of March : but the occasion of
his second appointment for that purpose is not
generally known——Mr. Knapp, in his *bio-
graphical sketches,” just published, has given
the following interesting explanation of it, which
is in concurrence with the daring spirit of the
man, who was always foremost in danger.]

* His next oration was delivered March sth,
1775. It was at his own solicitation that he
was appointed to the duty a secondtime. The
fact is illustrative of his character, and worthy
of remembrance.—Some British officers of the
army then in Boston, had publicly declared
that it should be at the price of the life of any
man to speak of the event of March 5, 1770, on
that anniversary. Warren's soul took fire at
such a threat, so openly made, and he wished
for the honor of braving it. This was readily
granted, for at such a time a man would proba-
bly find but few rivals. Many who would spurn
the thought of personal fear, might be appre-
hensive that they would be so far disconcerted
as to forget their discourse. It is easier to
fight bravely, than to think clearly or correctly
in danger.—Passion sometimes nerves the arm
to fight, but disturbs the regular current of
thought. The day came, and the weather was
remarkably fine. The Old South meeting-house
was crowded at an early hour. The British
officers occupied the aisles, the flight of steps
to the pulpit, and several of them were within
it. It was not precisely known whether this
was accident or design. The orator, with the
assistance of his friends, made his entrance at
the pulpit window by a ladder. The officers,
seeing his coolness and intrepidity, made way
for him to advance and address the audience.
An awful stillness preceded his exordium.
Each man felt the palpitation of his own heart,
and saw the pale but determined face of his
neighbor. The speaker began his oration in a
firm tone of voice, and proceeded with great
energy and pathos. Warren and his friends were
prepared to chastise contumely, prevent dis-
grace, and avenge an attempt at assassination.

The scene was sublime; a patriot in whom
the flush of youth, and the grace and dignity
of manhood were combined, stood armed in
the sanctuary of God, to animate and encourage
the sons of liberty, and to hurl defiance at their
oppressors. The orator commenced with the
early history of the country, described the
tenure by which we held our liberties and
property—the affection we had constantly
shewn the parent country, and boldly told
them how, and by whom these blessings of
life had been violated. There was in this
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appeal to Britain—in this description of suffer-
ing, agony and horror, a calm and high-souled
defiance which must have chilled the blood of
every sensible foe. Such another hour has sel-
dom happened in the history of man, and is not
surpassed in the records of nations. The
thunders of Demosthenes rolled at a distance
from Philip and his host—and Tully poured
the fiercest torrent of his invective when Cati-
line was at a distance, and his dagger no
longer to be feared ; but Warren’s speech was
made to proud oppressors resting on their
arms, whose errand it was to. overawe, and
whose business it was to fight.

If the deed of Brutus deserved to be commem-<
orated by history, poetry, painting and sculp-
ture, should not this instance of patriotism and
bravery be held in lasting remembrance ? If he

¢ That struck the foremost man of all this world,’

was hailed as the first of freemen, what honors
are not due to him, who, undismayed, bearded
the British lion, to show the world what his
countrymen dared to do in the cause of liberty ?
Ifthe statue of Brutus were placed among those
of the gods, who were the preservers of Roman
freedom, should not that of Warren fill a lofty
niche in the temple reared to perpetuate the
remembrance of our birth as a nation?

EULOGIUM ON WARREN. .

From Botta's History of the American war,
—published, he says, “‘im the Philadelphia
Dapers,” but we know not when, or where, or
by whom, it was delivered, which we should
Aave been glad to have ascertained,

“What spectacle more noble,” than this,
of a hero who has given his life for the safety
of country! Approach, cruel ministers, and
contemplate the fruits of your sanguinary
edicts. What reparation can you offer to his
children for the loss of such a father, to the
king for that of so good a subject, to the coun-
try for that of so devoted a citizen? Send
hither your satellites ; come feast your vindic-
tive rage: the most implacable enemy to
tyrants is no more. We conjure you respect
these his honored remains. Have compassion
on the fate of a mother overwhelmed with
despair and with age. Of him, nothing is left
that you can still fear. His eloquence is mute;
his arms are fallen from his hand: then lay
down yours: what more have you to perpe-
trate, barbarians that you are? But while the
name of American liberty shall live, that of
War.en will fire our breasts, and animate our
arms, against the pest of standing armies,
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* Approach, senators of America! Come,
and deliberate here, upon the interests of the
united colonies. Listen to the voice of this
illustrious citizen: he intreats, he exhorts, he
implores you not to disturb his present felicity
with the doubt, that he, perhaps, has sacrificed
his life for a people of slaves.

“ Come hither, ye soldiers, ye champions of
American liberty, and contemplate a spectacle
which should inflame your generous - hearts
with even 2 new motive to glory. Remember,
his shade still hovers, unexpiated, among us.
Ten thousand ministerial soldiers would not
suffice to compensate his death. Let ancient
ties be no restraint: foes of liberty are no
longer the brethren of freemen, Give edge
to your arms, and lay them not down, till
tyranny be expelled from the British empire, or
America, at least, become the real seat of
liberty and happiness.

“ Approach ye also, American fathers and
American mothers; come hither, and contem-
plate the first fruits of tyranny: behold your
friend, the defender of your liberty, the honor,
the hope of your country: see this illustrious
hero, pierced with wounds and bathed in his
own blood. But let not your grief, let not your
tears be steril. Go, hasten to your homes, and
there teach your children to detest the deeds
of tyranny; lay before them the horrid scene
you have beheld : let their hair stand on end;
let their eyes sparkle with fire : let resentment
kindle every feature ; let their lips vent threats
and indignation : then—then—put arms into
their hands, send them to battle, and let your
last injunction be, to return victorious, or to
die, like Warren, in the arms of liberty and o!
glory ! :

“ And ye generations of the future, you will
often look back to this memorable epoch.
You will transfer the names of traitors and
of rebels from the faithful people of America,
to those who have merited them. Your eyes
will penetrate all the iniquity of this scheme of
despotism, recently plotted by the British gov-
ernment. You will see good kings misled by
perfidious ministers, and virtuous ministers by
perfidious kings. You will perceive that if at
first the sovereigns of Great Britain shed tears
in commanding their subjects to accept atro-
cious laws, they soon gave themselves up to
joy in the midst of murder, expecting to see a
whole continent drenched in the blood of free-
men. O, save the human race from the last
outrages, and render a noble justice to the
American.colonies. Recall to life the ancient
Roman and British eloquence; and be not
niggardly of merited praises towards those
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who have bequeathed you liberty. It costs us
floods of gold and of blood; it costs us, alas!
the life of Warren.”

OKATION, DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH §,
1773

BY DR. BENJAMIN CHURCH.

Implus heec culta povalia miles habebit ?
Barbarus has segetes ? in quo discordia cives,
perduxit miseros? in queis consevimus agros ?
Virgil, Bdl. 1
O 1 soCIl
O passi graviora, dabit Deus his quoque finem ;
——revocate animos, maestumque timorem
mittite, forsan et hsec olim meminisse juvabit.
Virgil, Bue. 1.

From a consciousness of inability, my
friends and fellow countrymen, I have re-
peatedly declined the duties of this anniver-
sary. Nothing but a firm attachment to the
tottering liberties of America* added to the
irresistible importunity of some valued friends,
could have induced me (especially with a
very short notice) so far as to mistake my
abilities, as to render the utmost extent of your
candor truly indispensable.

When man was unconnected by social obliga-
tions ; abhorrent to every idea of dependence ;
actuated by a savage ferocity of mind, displayed
in the brutality of his manners, the necessary
exigencies of each individual, naturally impelled
him to acts of treachery, violence and murder.

The miseries of mankind thus proclaiming
eternal war with their species, led them, pro-
bably, to consult certain measures to arrest the
current of such outrageous enormities.

A sense of their wants and weakness, in a
state of nature, doubtless inclined them to
such reciprocal aids and support, as eventually
established society.

Men then began to incorporate ; subordina-
tion succeeded to independence; order to
anarchy ; and passions were disarmed by civili-
zation ; society lent its aid to secure the weak
from oppression, who wisely took shelter with-
in the sanctuary of law.

Encreasing, society afterwards exacted, that
the tacit contract made with her by each
individual, at the time of his being incorporated,
should receive 2 more solemn form to become
authentic and irrefragable ; the main object
being to add force to the laws, proportionate
to the power and extent of the body corporate,
whose energy they were to direct.

® Periculosse plenum opus ales

Tractas, incedis per ignes
Suppositos cineri doloso.——Horaca.
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Then society availed herself of the sacrifice
of that liberty and that natural equality of
which- we are all conscious: superiors and
magistrates were appointed, and mankind sub-
mitted to a civil and political subordination.
This is truly a glorious inspiration of reason,
by whose influence, notwithstanding the incli-
nation we have for independence, we accept
control, for the establishment of order.

Although unrestrained power in one person
may bave been the first and most natural
recourse of mankind, from rapine and disorder;
yet all restrictions of power, made by laws, or
participation of sovereignty, are apparent ime
provements upon what began in unlimited

power.

It would shock humanity, should I attempt
to describe those barbarous and tragic scenes,
which crimson the historic page of this
wretched and detestable constitution, where
absolute dominion is lodged in one person:
where one makes the whole and the whole is
nothing. What motives, what events, could
have been able to subdue men, endowed with
reason, to render themselves the mute instru-
ments, and passive objects of the caprice of an
individual,

Mankind, apprised of their privileges, in
being rational and free, in prescribing civil
laws to themselves, had surely no intention of
being enchained by any of their equals; and
although they submitted voluntary adherentsto
certain laws, for the sake of mutual secutity and
happiness, they, no doubt, intended by the
original compact, a permanent exemption of
the subject body from any claims, which were
not expressly surrendered, for the purpose of
obtaining the security and defence of the
whole. Can it possibly be conceived, that they
would voluntarily be enslaved by a power of
their own creation.

The constitution of a magistrate does not,
therefore, take away that lawful defence against
force and injury, allowed by the law of nature ;
we are not to obey a prince, ruling above the
limits of the power entrusted to him; for the
commonwealth, by constituting a head, does
not deprive itself of the power of its own pre-
servation.* Government and magistracy, whe«
ther supreme or subordinate, is a mere human
ordinance, and the laws of every nation are the
measure of magistratical power: and kings,
the servants of the state, when they degenerate
into tyrants, forfeit their right to government.

Breach of trust in a governor,t or attempt-
ing to enlarge a limited power, effectually ab-

® The celebrated Mrs. Macaulay.
+ Mrs. Macaulay.
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solves subjects from every bond of covenant
and peace ; the crimes acted by a king against
the people, are the highest treason against the
Aighest law a men*

* If the king (says Grotius) hath one part of
the supreme power, and the other part is in
the senate or people, when such a king shall
invade that part which doth not belong to him,
it shall be lawful to oppose a just force to him,
because his power doth not extend so far.”

/" The question, in short, turns upon this sin-
gle point, respecting the power of the civil
magistrate, is it the end of that office, that one
particular person may do what he will without
restraint ? or rather that society should be
made happy and secure? the answer is very
obvious—And it is my firm opinion that the
equal justice of God, and the natural freedom
of mankind, must stand or fall together.

When rulers become tyrants, they cease to
be kings : they can no longer be respected as
God's vicegerents, who violate the laws they
were sworn to protect. The preacher may tell
us of passive obedience, that tyrants are scour-
ges in the hands of a righteous GOD to chas-
tise a sinful nation, and are to be submitted to
like plagues, famine and such like judgments:
such doctrine may serve to mislead ill-judging
princes into a false security : but men are not
to be harangued out of their senses ; human
nature and self-preservation will eternally arm
the brave and vigilant, against slavery and op-
pression.

As a despotic government ¢ is evidently pro-
ductive of the most shocking calamities, what-
ever tends to restrain such inordinate power,
though initself a severe evil, is extremely bene-
ficial to society ; for where a degrading servi-
tude is the detestable alternative, who can
shudder at the reluctant poignard of a Brutus,
the crimsoned axe of a Cromwell, or the reek-
ing dagger of a Ravillac.

To enjoy life as becomes rational creatures,
to possess our souls with pleasure and satis-
faction, we must be careful to maintain that
inestimable blessing, liberty. By liberty I
would be understood, the happiness of living
under laws of our own making, by our personal
consent, or that of our representatives. }

© Salus popull suprema lex est.

4 The ingratitude and corruption of Rome is, perbaps,
ja Do instance, more strongly marked than in her treat-
ment of her colonles ; by their labors, toils, and arms,
she had reached to that summit of glorious exaltation, as
to be like Britain, the wonder gnd dread of the world ; but
by fatal experience those ruined colonies inculcate this
serious lesson, the ambition of & despot is boundless ; his
rapine is insatiable ; the accomplishment of his conquests
over his enemies, is but the introduction of slavery, with
her concomitant plagues, to his friends.

$ The very ides of reprosentative, deputy or trustee,
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Without this, the distinctions among man-
kind are butdifferent degrees of misery ; for as
the true estimate of 2 man’s life consists in
conducting it according to his own just senti-
ment and innocent inclinations, his being is
degraded below that of a free agent, which
heaven has made him, when his affections and
passions are no longer governed by the dic-
tates of his own mind, and the interests of
human society, but by the arbitrary, unre-
strained will of another. :
I thank God we live in an age of rational
inquisition, when the unfettered mind dares to
expatiate freely on every object worthy its at-
tention, when the privileges of mankind are
thoroughly comprehended, and the rights of
distinct societies are objects of liberal enquiry.
The rod of the tyrant no longer excites our
apprehensions, and to the frown of the despot
which made the darker ages tremble,* we dare
oppose demands of right, and appeal to that
constitution, which holds even kings in fetters,
It is easy to project the subversion of a peo-
ple when men behold them, the ignorant or
indolent victims of power; but it is difficult to
effect their ruin when they are apprised of their
just claims, and are sensibly and seasonably
affected with thoughts for their preservation.
God be thanked the alarm is gone forth,t the
people are universally informed of their char-
ter rights ; they esteem them to be the ark of
God to New-England, and like that of old,
may it deal destruction to the profane hand
that shall dare to touch it.
In every state or society of men, personal
liberty and security must depend upon the col-
lective power of the whole, acting for the

includes that of a constituent whose interest they are or-
dained and appointed to promote and secure ; my unap-
polnted, self-~constituted agent in the British parliament,
has fraudulently and arbitrarily surrendered my best in-
terest, without my privity, or consent; I do therefore
hereby protest against all such powers as he shall claim in
my behalf, and most solemnly discard him my aervice for-
ever.—See Locke, Civil Government. Risum teneatisamici.

® Calum non animum mutant, gui lyans mare cur-
runt. The citizens of Rome, Sparta, or Lacedemon, at
those blessed periods when they were most eminent for
their attachment to liberty and virtue, could never exhibit
brighter examples of patriotic zeal, than are to be found
at this day in America ; I will not presume to say that the
griginal British spirit has improved by transplanting ; but
this I dare affirm, that should Britons stoop to oppres-

.slon, the struggles of their American brethren, will be

their eternal reproach.

.+ The instituting & committee of grievances and corre-
spondence by the town of Boston, has served this valuable
purpose: The general infraction of the rights of all the
colonies, must finally reduce the discordant provinces, to
a necessary combination for their mutual interest and
defence: Some future congress will be the glorlous
source of the salvation of America: The Amphictiones
of Greece, who formed the diet or great councl of the
states, exhibit an excellent model fos the rising Americane
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general interest.* If this collective power is
not of the whole, the freedom and interest of
the whole is not secured: If this confluent
power acts by a partial delegation, or for a
partial interest, its operation is surely determi-
nable, where its delegation ends.

The constitution of England, I revere to a
degree of idolatry; but my attachment is to
the common weal: The magistrate will ever
command my respect, by the integrity and
wisdom of his administrations.

Junius well observes, “ when the constitution
is openly invaded, when the first original right
of the people, from which all laws derive their
authority, is directly attacked, inferior grievan-
ces naturally lose their force, and are suffered
to pass by without punishment or observation.”

Numberless have been the attacks made
upon our free constitution; numberless the
grievances we now resent : but the Hydra mis-
chief, is the violation of my right, as a British
American freeholder, in not being consulted
in framing those statutes I am required to
obey.

The authority of the British monarch over
this colony was established, and his power
derived from the province charter; by that
we are entitled to a distinct legislation. As in
every government there must exist a power su-
perior to the laws, viz. the power that makes
those laws, and from which they derive their
authority : + therefore the liberty of the people
is exactly proportioned to the share the body
of the people have in the legislature ; and the
check placed in the constitution, on the execu-
tive power. The state only is free, where the
people are governed by laws which they have
a share in making; and that country is totally
enslaved, where one single law can be made
or repealed, without the interposition or con-
sent of the people.

That the members of the British parliament
are the representatives of the whole British
empire, expressly militates with their avowed
principles : property and residence within the

® Lord Chief Justice Coke observes ‘* when any new
device is moved in the king’s behalf, for aid or the like,
commons may answer, they dare not agree without con-
ference with their counties.” The novel device of fleec-
ing the , was introduced in a way the constitution
knows not of, and crammed down their throats, by meas-
ures equally iniquitous.

I will not alarm the sticklers for the present measures,
by confronfing them with more stale authorities, if they
will permit me the following short but express declaration
of Sidney, which they may chew at leisure. No Max
CAN GIVE THAT WHICH IS ANOTHER'S.

+ Nothing, continued the corporal, can be so sweet,

An’ please your honor, as liberty ¢

Nothing, Trim, said my uncle Toby, musing—

‘Whilst 2 man is free—cried the corporal, giving a flourish
with his stick thus : "~ Tyistram Skandy,
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island, alone constituting the right of election;
and surely he is not my delegate in whose
nomination or appointment I have no choice ;
but however the futile and absurd claim of a
virtual representation, may comport with the
idea of a political visionary, he must (if possi-
ble) heighten the indignation, or excite the
ridicule of a freeborn American, who by such
a fallacious pretext would despoil him of his
property.

An American freeholder, according to the
just and judicious conduct of the present min-
istry, has no possible right to be consulted, in
the disposal of his property: when a lordly,
though unlettered British elector, possessed of
a turnip garden, with great propriety may ap-
pomt a legislature, to assess the ample do-
mains of the most sensible, opulent American
planter.

But remember, my brethren, when 4 people
have once sold their liberties, it is no act of
extraordinary generosity, to throw their lives
and properties into the bargain, for they are
poor indeed when enjoyed at the mercy of a
master.

The late conduct of Great Britain, so incon-
sistent with the practice of former times, so
subversive of the first principles of government,
is sufficient to excite the discontent of the sub-
ject : the Americans justly and decently urged
an exclusive right of taxing themselves; was
it indulgent, conciliating, or parental conduct
in that state, to exaggerate such a claim, as a
concerted plan of rebellion in the wanton
Americans ? and by a rigorous and cruel exer-
cise of power to enforce submission, excite
such animosities, as at some future period,
may produce a bitter repentance ?

Can such be called a legal tax or free glﬂ?
it is rather levying contributions on grudging
enslaved Americans, by virtue of an act framed
and enforced, not only without, but against
their consent ; thereby rendering the provincial
assemblies an useless part of the constitu-
tion.

Where laws are framed and assessments
laid without a legal representation, and obedi~
ence to such acts urged by force, the despair-
ing people robbed of every constitutional means
of redress, and that people, brave and virtuous,
must become the admiration of ages, should
they not appeal to those powers, which the
immutable laws of nature have lent to all man-
kind. Fear is a slender tie of subjection ; we
detest those whom we fear, and wish destruc-
tion to those we detest, but humanity, upright-
ness, and good faith, with an apparent watch-
fulness for the welfare of the people, constitute
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the permanency, and are the firmest support
of the sovereign’s authority ; for when violence
is opposed to reason and justice, courage never
wants an arm for its defence.

What dignity, what respect, what authority,
can Britain derive from her obstinate adhe-
rence to error ? she stands convicted of viola-
ting her own principles, but perseveres with un-
relenting severity ; we implore for rights as a
grace—she aggravates our distress, by lopping

way another and another darling privilege;
we ask for freedom and she sends the
sword /!

To the wisdom, to the justice, to the piety
of his most sacred majesty, I unite in my
appeal with this unbounded empire; God
grant he may attend to the reiterated prayer,
instead of the murmur of discontent, and the
frown of louring disaffection; we would uni-
versally hail him with those -effusions of
genuine joy, and duteous veneration, which
the proudest despot will vainly look for, from
forced respect or ceremonial homage.

Parties and factions, since the days of the
detested Andross, have been strangers to this
land ; no distinctions of heart felt animosity, dis-
turbed the peace and order of society till the
malignant folly of a *late rancorous com-
mander in chief, conjured them from the dead :
when shall this unhappy clime be purged of
its numerous plagues ? when will our troubles,
our feuds, our struggles cease? when will
the locusts leave the land? then, and not till
then, peace and plenty shall smile around us;
the husbandman will labor with pleasure;
and honest industry reap the reward of its
toil.

But let us not forget the distressing occasion
of this anniversary : the sullen ghosts of mur-
dered fellow-citizens haunt my imagination
“and harrow up my soul;” methinks the
tainted air is hung with the dews of death,
while Az, hot from hell, cries havoc, and lets
slip the dogs of war. Hark! the wan tenants
of the grave still shriek for vengeance on their
remorseless butchers: forgive us, Heaven!
should we mingle involuntary execrations,
while hovering in idea over the guiltless dead.
Where is the amiable, the graceful Maverick ?
the opening blossom is now withered in his
cheek, the sprightly fire that once lightened in
his eye is quenched in death;t the savage
hands of brutal ruffians have crushed the un-

suspecting victim, and in an evil hour snatched.

away his gentle soul.
"!\oﬂmw
Hic ubl barbarus hostis,
mmpu-nmmumm-owam

Where is the friendly, the industrious Cald-
well ? he paced innoxious through the theatre
of death, unconscious of design or danger,
when the winged fate gored his bosom, and
stript his startled soul for the world of spirits.
Where are the residue of active citizens that
were wont to tread these sacred floors ? fallen
by the hands of the vindictive assassins they
swell the horrors of the sanguinary scene.
Loyalty stands on tiptoe at the shocking recol-
lection, while justice, virtue, honor, patriotism
become suppliants for inmoderate vengeance :
the whole soul clamors for arms, and is on fire
to attack the brutal banditti; we fly agonizing
to the horrid aceldama ; we gaze on the man-
gled corses of our brethren and grinning furies,
glotting o’er their carnage, the hostile attitude
of the miscreant murderers, redoubles our re-
sentment, and makes revenge a virtue.

By heaven they die/ thus nature spokc, and
the swoln heart leap’d to execute the dreadful
purpose ; dire was the interval of rage, herce
was the conflict of the soul. Inthat important
hour, did not the stalkmg ghosts of our stern
forefathers, point us‘to bloody deeds of ven-
geance? did not the consideration of our
expiring liberties impel us to remorseless
havoc? but hark ! the guardian God of New
England issues his awful mandate, * Peace, be
still ;” hush’d was the bursting war, the
pouring tempest frowned its rage away. Con-
fidence in that God, beneath whose wing we
shelter all our cares, that blessed confidence
released the dastard, the cowering prey : with
haughty scorn we refused to become their
executioners, and nobly gave them to the wrath
of heaven : but words can poorly paint the hor-
rid scene *—defenceless, prostrate, bleeding
countrymen—the piercing ago'nia'ng groans—
the mingled moan of weeping relatives and
friends—these best .can speak, to rouse. the
luke-warm into noble zeal ; to fire the zealous
into manly rage, aga.mst the foul oppremon-of
quartering troops, in populous cmes.\n times
of peaces*

‘I‘houwhoyonbloodywdkuh;ltmm.m
‘Where troops of Britain’s king, on Britain’s sons,
Discharg'd the leaden v ; pass not on
Ere Mhubhatmlrmmoty. paid
Those hallowed tears, which sooth the virtuous dead :
O stranger ! stay thee, and the scene around
Contemplate well ; and if perchance thy home
Salute thee with a father’s honor'd name,

Go call thy sons—instruct them what a debt
They owe their ancestors, and make them swear
To pay it, by transmitting down entire,

Those sacred rights, to which themselves were bom.

Multaque rubentia caede,
Lubrlcn saxa madent, nulll sua profult mu.—Lm-.
Lib. s
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‘BY THE HON. JOHN HANCOCK, ESQ.

Vendidit hic auro, patriam, dominumque poteatem
Imposult ; fixit leges pretio atque refixit.
Non, mihi si linguse centum sint, oraque centum,
Ferrea vox, omnes scelerum : comprendere formas,

Vivg.

Men, brethren, fathers and fellow-countyy-
men /—The attentive gravity, the venerable
appearance of this crowded audience ; the dig-
nity which I behold in the countenances of so
many in this great assembly; the solemnity
of the occasion upon which we have met to-
gether, joined to a consideration of the part 1
am to take in the important business of this
day, fill me with an awe hitherto unknown ; and
heighten the sense which I have ever had, of
my unworthiness to fill this sacred desk ; but
allured by the call of some of my respected
fellow-citizens. with whose request it is always
my greatest pleasure to comply, I almost forgot
my want of ability to perform what they re-
quired. In this situation I find my only sup-
port, in assuring myself that a generous people
will not severely censure what they know was
well intended, though its want of merit, should
prevent their being able to applaud it. And I
pray, that my sincere attachment to the interest
of my country, and hearty detestation of every
design formed against her liberties, may be
admitted as some apology, for my appearance
in this place.

I have always, from my earliest youth, re-
joiced in the felicity of my fellow-men; and
have ever considered it as the indispensable
duty of every member of society to promote,
as far as in him lies, the prosperity of every
individual, but more especially of the commu-
nity to which he belongs ; and also, as a faith-
ful subject of the state, to use his utmost
endeavors to detect, and having detected,
strenuously to oppose every traitorous plot

“ which its enemies may devise for its destruc-

tion. Security to the persons and properties
of the governed, is so obviously the design and
end of civil government, that to attempt a logi-
cal proof of it, would be like burning tapers at
noonday, to assist the sun in enlightening the
world ; and it cannot be either virtuous or hon-
orable, to attempt to support a government, of
which this is not the great and principal basis ;
and it is to the last degree vicious and infamous
to attempt to support a government, which
nlanifestly tends to render the persons and
properties of the governed insecure. Some
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boast of being friends to government; I ama
friend to righteous government founded upon
the principles of reason and justice; but I
glory in publicly avowing my eternal enmity
to tyranny. Is the present system, which thé
British administration have adopted for the
government of the colonies, a righteous go-
vernment ? or is it tyranny ?>—Here suffer me
to ask (and would to Heaven there could be
an answer) what tenderness, what regard,
respect or consideration has Great Britain
shewn, in their late transactions, for the secu-
rity of the persons or properties of the inhabi-
tants of the colonies? or rather, what have they
omitted doing to destroy that security ? they
have declared that they have, ever had, and of
right ought ever to have, full power to make
laws of sufficient validity to bind the colonies
in all cases whatever : they have exercised this
pretended right by imposing a tax upon us with-
out our consent ; and lest we should shew some
reluctance at parting with our property, her
fleets and armies are sent to enforce their mad
pretentions. The town of Boston, ever faith-
ful to the British crown, has been invested by
a British fleet : the troops of George the III.
have crossed the wide Atlantic, not to engage
an enemy, but to assist a band of Zrastors
in trampling on the rights and liberties of his
most loyal subjects in America—those rights
and liberties which, as a father, he ought ever
to regard, and as a king, he is bound, in honor,
to defend from violations, even at the risk of
his own life. '

Let not the history of the illustrious house
of Brunswick inform posterity, that a king
descended from that glorious monarch, George
the IL once sent his British subjects to con-
quer and enslave his subjects in America, but
be perpetual infamy entailed upon that villain
who dared to advise his master to such execra-
ble measures; for it was easy to foresee the
consequences which so naturally followed upon
sending troops into America, to enforce obe-
dience to acts of the British parliament, which
neither God nor man ever empowered them to
make. It was reasonable to expect that troops,
who knew the errand they were sent upon,
would treat the people whom they were to
subjugate, with a cruelty and haughtiness,
which too often buries the honorable character
of a soldier in the disgraceful name of an
unfeeling ruffian. The troops, upon their first
arrival, took possession of our senate-house,
and pointed their cannon against the judgment
hall, and even continued them there whilst the
supreme court of judicature for this province

was actually sitting to decide upon the lives
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and fortunes of the king’s subjects. Our streets
nightly resounded with the noise of riot and
debauchery: our peaceful citizens were hourly
exposed to shameful insults, and often felt the
effects of their violence and outrage.—But this
was not all: as though they thought it not
enough to violate our civil rights, they endea-
vored to deprive us of the enjoyment of our reli-
gious privileges; to viciate our morals, and
thereby render us deserving of destruction.
Hence the rude din of arms which broke in
upon your solemn devotions in your temples,
on that day hallowed by heaven, and set apart
by God himself for his peculiar worship.
Hence, impious oaths and blasphemies so often
tortured your unaccustomed ear. Hence, all
the arts which idleness and luxury could invent,
were used to betray our youth of one sex into
extravagance and effeminacy, and of the other
to infamy and ruin; and did they not succeed
but too well? did not a reverence for religion
sensibly decay? did not our infants almost
learn to lisp out curses before they knew their
horrid import ? did not our youth forget they
were Americans, and regardless of the admoni-
tions of the wise and aged, servilely copy from
their tyrants those vices which finally must
overthrow the empire of Great Britain? and
must I be compelled to acknowledge, that even
the noblest, fairest part of all the lower creation
did not entirely escape the cursed snare ? when
virtue has once erected her throne within the
female breast, it is upon so solid a basis that
nothing is able to expel the heavenly inhabi-
tant. But have there not been some, few
indeed, I hope, whose youth and inexperience
have rendered them a prey to wretches,
whom, upon the least refiection, they would
have despised and hated as foes to God and
their country? I fear there have been some
such unhappy instances; or why have I seen
an honest father clothed with shame ; or why
a virtuous mother drowned in tears ?

But 1 forbear, and come reluctantly to the
transactions of that dismal night, when in such
quick succession we felt the extremes of grief,
astonishment and rage ; when Heaven in anger,
for a dreadful moment suffered hell to take the
reins ; when Satan with his chosen band opened
the sluices of New-England’s blood, and sacri-
legiously polluted our land with the dead
bodies of her guiltless sons, Let this sad tale
of death never be told without a tear ; let not
the heaving bosom cease to burn with a manly
indignation at the barbarous story, through the
long tracts of future time : let every parent tell
the shameful story to his listening children ’til
tears of pity glisten in their eyes, and boiling
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passions shake their tender frames ; and whilst
the anniversary of that ill-fated night is kept a
jubilee in the grim court of pandzmonium, let
all America join in one common prayer to
heaven, that the inhuman, unprovoked murders
of the fifth of March, 1770, planned by Hills-
borough, and a knot of treacherous knaves in
Boston, and executed by the cruel hand of
Preston and his sanguinary coadjutors, may
ever stand on history without a parallel. But
what, my countrymen, withheld the ready arm
of vengeance from executing instant justice on
the vile assassins? perhaps you feared promis-
cuous carnage might ensue, and that the inno-
cent might share the fate of those who had
performed the infernal deed. But were not all
guilty ? were you not too tender of the lives of
those who came to fix a yoke on your necks?
but I must not too severely blame a fault,
which great souls only can commit. May that
magnificence of spirit which scoms the low
pursuits of malice, may that generous compas-
sion which often preserves from ruin, even a
guilty villain, forever actuate the noble bosoms
of Americans! But let not the miscreant host
vainly imagine that we feared their arms. No;
them we despised; we dread nothing but
slavery. Death is the creature of a poltroon’s
brains ; 'tis immortality to sacrifice ourselves
for the salvation of our country. We fear not
death. That gloomy night, the pale faced
moon, and the affrighted stars that hurried
through the sky, can witness that we fear not
death. Our hearts which, at the recollection,
glow with rage that four revolving years have
scarcely taught us to restrain, can witness that
we fear not death; and happy it is for those
who dared to insult us, that their naked bones
are now piled up an everlasting monument of
Massachusetts’ bravery. But they retired, they
fled, and in that flight they found their only
safety. We then expected that the hand of
public justice would soon inflict that punish-
ment upon the murderers, which, by the laws of
God and man, they had incurred. But let the
unbiassed pen of a Robertson, or perhaps of
some equally famed American, conduct this
trial before the great tribunal of succeeding
generations. And though the murderers may
escape the just resentment of an enraged peo-
ple ; though drowsy justice, intoxicated by the
poisonous draught prepared for her cup, still
nods upon her rotten seat, yet be assured,
such complicated crimes will meet their due
reward. Tell me, ye bloody butchers! ye vil-
lains high and low ! ye wretches who contrived,
as well as you who executed the inhuman
deed ! do you not feel the goads and stings of
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conscious guilt pierce through your savage
bosoms ? though some of you may think your-
selves exalted to a height that bids defiance to
human justice, and others shroud yourselves
beneath the mask of hypocrisy, and build your
hopes of safety on the low arts of cunaing,
chicanery and falsehood ; yet do you not some-
times feel the gnawings of that worm which
never dies? do not the injured shades of Mave-
rick, Gray, Caldwell, Attucks and Carr, attend
you in your solitary walks, arrest you even in
the midst of your debaucheries, and fill even
your dreams with terror? but if the unappeased
manes of the dead should not disturb their
murderers, yet surely even your obdurate hearts
must shrink, and your guilty blood must chill
within your rigid veins, when you behold the
miserable Monk, the wretched victim of your
savage cruelty. Observe his tottering knees,
which scarce sustain his wasted body ; look on
his haggard eyes; mark well the death-like
paleness on his fallen cheek, and tell me, does
not the sight plant daggers in your souls ? un-
happy Monk ! cut off in the gay morn of man-
hood, from all the joys which sweeten life,
doomed to drag on a pitiful existence, without
even a hope to taste the pleasures of returning
health ! yet Monk, thou livest not in vain;
thou livest a warning to thy country, which
sympathizes with thee in thy sufferings; thou
livest an affecting, an alarming instance of the
unbounded violence which lust of power, as-
sisted by a standing army, -can lead a traitor
to commit.

For us he bled, and now languishes. The
wounds by which he is tortured to a lingering
death, were aimed at our country ! surely the
mecek-eyed charity can never behold such suf-
ferings with indifference. Nor can her lenient
hand forbear to pour oil and wine into these
wounds, and to assuage at least, what it can-
not heal,

Patriotism is ever united with humanity and
compassion. This noble affection which im-
pels us to sacrifice every thing dear, even life
itself, to our country, involves in it a common
sympathy and tenderness for every citizen, and
must ever have a particular feeling for one
who suffers in a public cause. Thoroughly
persuaded of this, I need not add a word to
engage your compassion and bounty towards
a fellow citizen, who, with long protracted
anguish, falls a victim to the relentless rage of
our common enemies.

Ye dark designing knaves, ye murderers,
parricides! how dare you tread upon the earth,
which has drank in the blood of slaughtered
innocents, shed by your wicked hands? how

' PRINCIPLES AND ACTS OF THE REVOLUTION. ’

dare you breathe that air which wafted to the
ear of heaven, the groans of those who fell a
sacrifice to your accursed ambition ? but if the
laboring earth doth not expand her jaws; if
the air you breathe is not commissioned to be
the minister of death yet hear it, and tremble !
the eye of heaven penetrates the darkest
chambers of the soul, traces the leading
clue through all the labyrinths which your
industrious folly has devised ; and you, how-
ever you may have screened yourselves from
human eyes, must be arraigned, must lift your
hands, red with the blood of those whose death
you have procured, at the tremendous bar of
Gop. -
But I gladly quit the gloomy theme of death,
and leave you to imprave the thought of that
important day, when our naked souls must
stand before that being, from whom nothing
can be hid. I would not dwell too long upon
the horrid effects which have already followed
from quartering regular troops in this town ;
let our misfortunes teach posterity to guard
against such evils for the future. Standing
armies are sometimes (I would by no means
say generally, much less universally) composed
of persons who have rendered themselves
unfit to live in civil society; who have no
other motives of conduct than those which a
desire of the present gratification of their
passions suggests; who have no property in
any country ; men who have given up their own
liberties, and envy those who enjoy liberty ;
who are equally indifferent to the glory of a
George or a Louis; who for the addition of
one penny a day to their wages, would desert
from the Christian cross, and fight under the
crescent of the Turkish sultan, from such men
as these, what has not a state to fear? with
such as these, usurping Casar passed the
Rubicon ; with such as these he humbled
mighty Rome, and forced the mistress of the
world to own a masterin a traitor. These
are the men whom sceptered robbers now
employ to frustrate the designs of God, and
render vain the bounties which his gracious
hand pours indiscriminately upon his crea-
tures, By these the miserable slaves in
Turkey, Persia, and many other extensive
countries, are rendered truly wretched, though
their air is salubrious, and their soil luxu-
riously fertile. By these, France and Spain,
though blessed by nature with all that admin-
isters to the convenience of life, have been
reduced to that contemptible state in which
they now appear; and by these Britain—
~———————but if I was possessed of the gift
of prophecy, I dare not, except by divine com-
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mand, unfold the leaves on which the destiny
of that once powerful kingdom is inscribed.
But since standing armies are so hurtful to
a state, perhaps my countrymen may demand
some substitute, some other means of render-
ing us secure against the incursions of a for-
eign enemy. But can you be one moment ata
loss ? will not a well disciplined militia afford
you ample secutity against foreign foes ? we
want not courage; it is discipline alone in
which we are exceeded by the most formidable
troops that ever trod the earth. Surely our
hearts flutter no more at the sound of war,
than did those of the immortal band of Persia,
the Macedonian phalanx, the invincible Roman
legions, the Turkish Janissaries, the Gens des
Armes of France, or the well known grenadiers
of Britain. A well disciplined militia is a
safe, an honorable guard to a community like
this, whose inhabitants are by nature brave,
and are laudably tenacious of that freedom in
which they were born. From a well regulated
militia we have nothing to fear; their interest
is the same with that of the state. When a
country is invaded, the militia are ready to ap-
pear in its defence ; they march into the field
with that fortitude which a consciousness of
the justice of their cause inspires; they do not
jeopard their lives for a master who considers
them only as the instruments of his ambition,
and whom they regard only as the daily dis-
penser of the scanty pittance of bread and
water. No, they fight for their houses, their
lands, for their wives, their children, for all
who claim the tenderest names, and are held
dearest in their hearts, they fight pro arss et
Jocis, for their liberty, and for themselves, and
for their God. And let it not offend, if I say,
that no militia ever appeared in more flourish-
ing condition, than that of this province now
doth ; and pardon me if I say—of this town in
‘particular.—I mean not to boast ; I would not
excite envy but manly emulation. We have all
one common cause; let it therefore be our
only contest, who shall most contribute to the
security of the liberties of America. And may
the same kind Providence which has watched
over this country from her infant state, still
enable us to defeat our enemies. I cannot
here forbear noticing the signal manner in
which the designs of those who wish not well
to us have been discovered. The dark deeds
of a treacherous cabal, have been brought to
public view. You now know the serpents who,
while cherished in your bosoms, were darting
their envenomed stings into the vitals of the
constitution. But the representatives of the
people have fixed a mark on these ungrateful
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monsters, which, though it may not make them
so secure as Cain of old, yet renders them at
least as infamous. Indeed it would be affron-
tive to the tutelar deity of this country even to
despair of saving it from all the snares which
human policy can lay.

True it is, that the British ministry have
annexed a salary to the office of the governor
of this province, to be paid out of a revenue,
raised in America without our consent. They
have attempted to render our courts of
justice the instruments of extending the autho-
rity of acts of the British parliament over this
colony, by making the judges dependent on
the British administration for their support.
But this people will never be enslaved with their
eyes open. The moment they knew that the
governor was not such a governor as the char-
ter of the province points out, he lost his power
of hurting them. They were alarmed; they
suspected him, have guarded against him, and
he has found that a wise and a brave people,
when they know their danger, are fruitful in
expedients to escape it.

The courts of judicature also so far lost
their dignity, by being supposed to be underan
undue influence, that our representatives
thought it absolutely necessary to resolve that
they were bound to declare that they would
not receive any other salary besides that which
the general court should grant them; and if
they did not make this declaration, that it would
be the duty of the house to impeach them.

Great expectations were also formed from
the artful scheme of allowing the East India
company to export tea to America, upon their
own account. This certainly, had it suc.
ceeded, would have effected the purpose of
the contrivers, and gratified the most sanguine
wishes of our adversaries. We soon should
have found our trade in the hands of for-
eigners, and taxes imposed on every thing
which we consumed ; nor would it have been
strange, if, in a few years, a company in
London should have purchased an exclusive
right of trading to America. But their plot
was soon discovered. The people soon were
aware of the poison which, with so much craft
and subtility, had been concealed : loss and
disgrace ensued: and, perhaps, this long-
concerted master-piece of policy, may issue
in the total disuse of tea, in this country, which
will eventually be the saving of the lives and
the estates of thousands—yet while we rejoice
that the adversary has not hitherto prevailed
against us, let us by no means put off the
harness. Restless malice, and disappointed
ambition, will still suggest new measures to
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our inveterate enemies. Therefore let us also
be ready to take the field whenever danger
calls; let us be united and strengthen the
hands of each other, by promoting a general
union among us. Much has been done by the
committees of correspondence for this and the
other towns of this province, towards uniting
the inhabitants ; let them still go on and pros-
per. Much has been done by the committees
of correspondence, for the houses of assembly,
in this and our sister colonies, for uniting the
inhabitants of the whole continent, for the
security of their common interest. May suc-
cess ever attend their generous endeavors.
But permit me here to suggest a general
congress of deputies, from the several houses
of assembly, on the continent, as the most
effectual method of establishing such an union,
as the present posture of our affairs require,
At such a congress a firm foundation may be
laid for the security of our rights and liberties
a system may be formed for our common
safety, by a strict adherence to which, we
shall be able to frustrate any attempts to over-
throw our constitution; restore peace and
harmony to America, and secure honor and
wealth to Great Britain, even against the in-
clinations of her ministers, whose duty it is to
-study her welfare; and we shall also free
ourselves from those unmannerly pillagers
who impudently tell us, that they are li-
censed by an act of the British parliament
to thrust their dirty hands into the pockets of
every American. But I trust, the happy time
will come, when with the besom of destruc-
tion, those noxious vermin will be swept
forever from the streets of Boston.

Surely you never will tamely suffer this
country to be a den of thieves. Remember,
my friends, from whom you sprang.—Let not
a meanness of spirit, unknown to those whom
you boast of as your fathers, excite a thought
to the dishonor of your mothers. I conjure
you by all that is dear, by all that is honorable,
by all that is sacred, not only that ye pray, but
that you act ; that, if necessary, ye fight, and
even die, for the prosperity of our Jerusalem.
Break in sunder, with noble disdain, the bonds
with which the Philistines have bound you.
Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed by the
soft arts of luxury and effeminacy, into the pit
digged for your destruction. Despise the glare
of wealth. That people who pay greater res-
pect to a wealthy villain, than to an honest
upright man in poverty, almost deserve to be
enslaved ; they plainly shew that wealth, how-
ever it may be acquired, is in their esteem, to
be preferred to virtue,
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But I thank God, that America abounds in
men who are superior to all temptation, whom
nothing can divert from a steady pursuit of
the interest of their country; who are at once
its ornament and safe-guard. And sure I am,
I should not incur your displeasure, if I paid a
respect so justly due to their much honored
characters in this place; but when I name an
Adams, such a numerous host of fellow pa-
triots rush upon my mind, that I fear it would
take up too much of your time, should I at-
tempt to call over the illustrious roll : but your
grateful hearts will point you to the men; and
their revered names, in all succeeding times,
shall grace the annals of America. From
them, let us, my friends, take example; from
them, let us catch the divine enthusiasm ; and
feel, each for himself, the God-like pleasure of
diffusing happiness on all around us; of defi-
vering the oppressed from the iron grasp of
tyranny ; of changing the hoarse complaints
and bitter moans of wretched slaves, into those
cheerful songs, which freedom and content-
ment must inspire. There is a heart-felt satis~
faction in reflecting on our exertions for the
public weal, which all the sufferings an enraged
tyrant can inflict, will never take away ; which
the ingratitude and reproaches of those whom
we have saved from ruin, cannot rob us of,
The virtuous asserter of the rights of mankind,
merits a reward, which even a want of success
in his endeavors to save his country, the
heaviest misfortune which can befal a genuine
patriot, cannot entirely prevent him from re-
ceiving.

I have the most animating confidence that
the present noble struggle for liberty, will ter-
minate gloriously for America. And let us
play the man for our God, and for the cities
of our God ; while we are using the means in
our power, let us humbly commit our righte-
ous cause to the great Lord of the universe,
who loveth righteousness and hateth iniquity.
And having secured the approbation of our
hearts, by a faithful and unwearied discharge
of our duty to our country, let us joyfully leave
our concerns in the hands of Him who raiseth
up and putteth down the empires and king-
doms of the world as He pleases; and with
cheerful submission to His sovereign will,
devoutly say,

“Although the fig tree shall not blossom,
neither shall frust be in the vines ; the labor of
the oltve shall fail, and the field shall yield no
meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold,
and there shall be no herd in the stalls; yet
we will rejoice sn the LORD, we will joy in
the GOD of owr sakvation.”
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ORATION DELIVERED AT WATERTOWN,Y MARCH §,
1776.

BY PETER THACHER, M. A.

Sudebu afino fugere, nd possent capi.
At ille lentus : quaeso, num binas mihki,
Clitellas im| victorem putas?
Senex negavit. Ergo quid refert mea,
Cul serviam? Clitellas dum portem meas.—Phaedrss.

My friends—When the ambition of princes
induces them to break over the sacred barriers
of social compact, and to violate those rights,
which it is their duty to defend, they will
leave no methods unessayed to bring the peo-
ple to acquiesce in their unjustifiable encroach-
ments.

In this cause, the pens of venal authors have
in every age, been drawn: with Machiavilian
subtilty, they have labored to persuade man-
kind, that their public happiness consisted in
being subject to uncontroled power; that they
were incapable of judging concering the mys-
teries of government; and that it was their
interest to deliver their estates, their liberties,
and their lives, into the hands of an absolute
monarch.

Mitred hypocrites, and cringing, base-souled
priests, have impiously dared to enlist the
oracles of God into the service of despotism ;
to assert that, by the command of the supreme
law-giver, we are bound to surrender our rights
into the hands of the first bold tyrant who
dares to seize them; and that when they are
seized, it is rebellion against God, and treason
against the prince, for us to attempt to resume
them.

Depraved as is the human understanding, it
hath yet strength enough to discern the ridi-
culous fallacy of these assertions: the votaries
of ignorance and superstition may, indeed, be
imposed upon by them. When we place
unlimited confidence in our civil or spiritual
fathers, we can swallow, with ease, the most
improbable dogmas: but there are feelings in
the human heart, which compel men to recog-
nize their own rights—to venerate the majesty
of the people—and to despise the insult which
is offered to their understandings by these
doating absurdities. Had princes no other
methods to accomplish their purposes, could
they not establish their usurpation, without
convincing men’s judgments of their utility ?
they would be more harmless to mankind than
they have ever yet been. They might be sur-

¢ Boston was at this time garnsoned by the British
troops, and the inhabitants were in the country ; which
mumwuwvmuw.mn.
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rounded with the fascinating gewgaws of regal
pomp; a few parasites might bow the knee
before these idols of their own creating ; the
weak and the wicked might obey their man-
dates; but the baneful influence which they
now have upon the interests of individuals, and
of society, would come to a period: they would
not revel in the spoils of nations, nor trample
upon the ruins of public liberty.

Conscious of this, they have used arguments,
and pursued methods, entirely different from
these, to effect their designs ; instead of con-
vincing the understandings, they have ad-
dressed themselves to the passions of men:
the arts of bribery and corruption have been
tried with a fatal success: men, we know, have
sold their children, their country, and their
God, for a small quantity of painted dirt,
which will perish with the using.

Extensive as are the revenues of princes,
they are still inadequate to the purpose of
bribing large communities to submit to their
pleasure ; corrupting therefore a few, they have
overawed the rest ; from small beginnings, and
under specious pretences, they will raise a
standing military force, the most successful
engine ever yet wielded by the hand of law-
less domination.

With such a force, it is easy for an ambitious
prince, possessed by nature of very slender abili~
ties, to subvert every principle of liberty in the
constitution of his government, and to render his
people the most abject of slaves : if any indi-
vidual feels the injury done to his country, and
wishes to restore it to a state of happiness,
with a bayonet at his breast, a dragoon wilt
compel him to silence ; if the people, awakened
to see their interest and their duty, assemble
for the same purpose, a military force is at
hand to subdue them, and by leaden argu~
ments, to convince them of their error.

An easy task would it be to enlarge upon
the fatal consequences of keeping up such a
standing army in time of peace, and of quarter-
ing a lawless body of men, who despise the
just restraints of civil authority, in free and
populous cities : that no vestige of freedom can
remain in a state where such a force exists :
that the morals of the people will be gradually
corrupted : that they will contract such a habit
of tame submission, as to become an easy prey
to the brutal tyrant who rules them, hath been
heretofore largely and plainly demonstrated, by
persons so much more capable of doing it,
than he who is speaking, that it would be
presumption in him to attempt it now.

There is no need of recurring to the ancient
histories of Greece and Rome for instances of
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these truths. The British nation, once famous
for its attachment to freedom, and enthusiasti-
cally jealous of its rights, isnow become a great
tame beast, which fetches and carries for any
minister who pleases to employ it.
Englishmen have been wont to boast of the
excellence of their constitution ; to boast that it
contained whatever was excellent in every form
of government hitherto, by the wit of man,
devised : in their king, whose power was limited,
they have asserted that they enjoyed the advan-
tages of monarchy, without fear of its evils:
while their house of commons, chosen by the suf-
frages of the people, and dependent upon them,
represented a republic, their house of peers,
forming a balance of power between the king
and the people, gave them the benefit of an
aristocracy. Intheory, the British constitution
is, on many accounts, excellent; but when we
observe it reduced to practice, when we observe
the British government, as it has been, for a
long course of years administered, we must be
convinced that its boasted advantages are not
real: the management of the public revenue,
the appointment of civil and military officers,
are vested in the king : improving these advan-
tages which these powers give him, he hath
found means to corrupt the other branches of
the legislature: Britons please themselves

with the thought of being free; their tyrant

suffers them to enjoy the shadow, whilst he
himself grasps the substance of power. Impos-
sible would it have been for the kings of England
to have acquired such an exorbitant power,
had they not had a standing army under their
command : with the officers of this army, they
have bribed men to sacrifice the rights of their
country : having artfully got their arms out of
the hands of the people, with their mercenary
forces they have awed them into submission.
‘When they have appeared, at any time, dis-
posed to assert their freedom, these troops
have been ready to obey the mandates of their
sovereign, to imbrue their hands in the blood
of their brethren.

Having found the efficacy of this method to
quell a spirit of liberty in the people of Great
Britain, the righteous administration of the
righteous king George the third, determined
to try the experiment upon the people of
America. To fright us into submission to
their unjustifiable claims, they sent a military
force to the town of Boston. This day leads
us to reflect upon the fatal effects of the
measure ! by their intercourse with troops,
made up in general of the most abandoned of
men, the morals of our youth were corrupted :
the temples and the day of our God were
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scandalously profaned : we experienced the
most provoking insults ; and at length saw the
streets of Boston strewed with the corpses of
five of its inhabitants, murdered in cool blood,
by the British mercenaries.

The indignant rage which swelled your bo-
soms upon this occasion—the fortitude and
humanity which you discovered—the anguish
of the friends and relatives of the dead and
wounded, with all the horrors of that memora-
ble night, have been painted in vivid colors
by an Hancock and a Warren ; they have
shewn the necessity of those exertions made
by the town, which defeated, at that time, the
designs of the enemies to American liberty,
and preserved us, for the present, from the
calamities of war.

But the past year hath presented us with a
tragedy more striking, because more extensive,
than this : a tragedy, which more plainly proves
the fatal effects of keeping up standing armies
in time of peace, than any arguments what-
soever: we have seen the ground crimsoned
with the gore of hundreds of our fellow-citi-
zens ;—we have seen the first city in America,
for wealth and extent, depopulated—we have
seen others destroyed, and heard our savage
enemies breathing out thirstings for our blood.

Finding their arts insufficient to flatter, or
their treasures to bribe, the people of America
out of their freedom, the British government
determined, by force, to subjugate them to
their arbitrary will; in consequence of this
determination, a large party of their troops
marched from Boston, on the morning of the
ever memorable nineteenth of April last:
flushed with the hopes of certain victory, and
defying the armies of the living God, they broke
through every divine and political obhgatnon,
they wantoned in cruelty; they shed again
American blood.

Aroused by the unprovoked injury, hke
lion awaking from his slumber, we sprang to
arms | we felt ourselves inspired with the spirit
of our ancestors; we heard our brethren’s
blood crying to us for vengeance; we rushed
into the midst of battle: we compelled our
enemies to betake themselves to disgraceful
flight; we pursued them with avidity, and
desisted not till they took refuge in that city,
of which, by fraud and treachery, they had
possessed themselves.

Trusting to the divine protection, from that
hour we determined never to sheathe the sword,
till we had reparation for our injuries ; till we
had secured our own freedom and the freedom of
our posterity : from that hour the den of enemies
hath been surrounded by an American army,
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braveand determined : although they had before
boasted of their superiority to all the troops in
the world, they have scarcely dared to set their
feet out of their strong holds since that time,
and instead of ravaging the American conti-
nent in a single campaign, with a single regi-
ment, they have proceeded———one mile
and an Aalf in the conquest of it.

The heights of Charlestown witnessed to
the world, that Americans, fighting in the cause
of freedom, were a formidable foe: although
they were surrounded by troops hitherto
deemed invincible ; although they saw the habi-
tations of their countrymen inveloped with
flames ; although cannon roared on every quar-
ter, and they beheld scenes of desolation and
bloodshed, to which they were entirely unused,
yet they retired not till they had compelled
their enemy twice to retreat, and had expended
the whole of their ammunition: the British
forces gained the ground, but they lost the
flower of their army.

From one end of the continent to the other,
a series of successes hath attended the Ameri-
can arms ; instead of having troops of savages
poured down to our frontiers (which the mur-
derous policy of the tyrant of Britain induced
him to attempt) we have, through the favor of
heaven, carried our victorious arms into the
very bowels of Canada; instead of having our
stores and provisions cut off by the enemy, we
have made important captures from them:
success hath crowded our enterprises, while
disappointment hath followed those who op-
pose us,

That elation of spirit, which is excited by
our victories, is damped ~ our feeling the
calamities of war. To hear the expiring groans
of our beloved countrymen; to behold the
flames of our habitations, once the abodes of
peace and plenty, ascending to Heaven; to see
the ruin and desolation spread over our fruitful
villages, must occasion sensations in the high-
est degree painful,

This day, upon which the gloomy scene was
first opened, calls upon us to mourn for the
heroes who have already died in the bed of
honor, fighting for God and their country.
Especially, does it lead us to recollect the name
and the virtues of general Warren/ the
kind, the humane, the benevolent friend, in the
private walks of life ; the inflexible patriot, the
undaunted commander in his public sphere,
deserves to be recollected with gratitude and
esteem ! this audience, acquainted, in the most
intimate manner, with his numberless virtues,
must feel his loss, and bemoan their beloved,
their entrusted fellow-citizen! ah! my coun-
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trymen, what tender, what excruciating sensa-
tions rush at once upon our burdened minds,
when we recall his loved idea! when we re-
flect upon the manner of his death; when we
fancy that we see his savage enemies exulting
o'er his corpse, beautiful even in death, when
we remember that, destitute of the rites of
sepulture, he was cast into the ground, without
the distinction due to his rank and merit; we
cannot restrain the starting tear, we cannot
repress the bursting sigh! we mourn thine
exit, illustrious shade, with undissembled grief ;
we venerate thine exalted character; we will
erect a monument to thy memory in each of
our grateful breasts, and to the latest ages, will
teach our tender infants to lisp the name of
Warren, with veneration and applause !

When we traverse the Canadian wilds, and
come to the plains of Abraham, where Wolfe
once fell, we are there again compelled to pay
a tribute to exalted merit, and to lament the
fall of the great Montgomery! warmed with
a spirit of patriotism, too little felt by his
venal countrymen, he espoused the cause of
American freedom : he left domestic ease and
affluence: he girded on the sword which he
had long laid aside, and jeoparded his life in
the high places of the field : victory followed
his standard ; she hovered over his head, and
crowned it with the laurel wreath; she was
just ready to hail him the conqueror of Canada,
when the fatal sisters snapped, in a moment,
the thread of life, and seized, from his eager
grasp, the untasted conquest! Americans,
bear witness to his humanity and his valor,
for he died fighting in your cause, and the
cause of mankind ! let his memory live in your
breasts; let it be handed down to your pos-
terity, that millions yet unborn may rise up and
call him blessed !

The tender feelings of the human heart are
deeply affected with the fate of these and the
other heroes who have bled and died, that
their country may be free; but at the same
time, sensations of indignant wrath are excited
in the breasts of every friend to freedom: he
will listen to the voice of their blood, which
cries aloud to heaven and to him, for ven-
geance | he will feel himself animated with new
vigor in the glorious cause: nothing daunted
by their untimely fate, he will rush into the
midst of danger, that he may share their glory
and avenge their death ! every idea which can
warm and animate him to glorious deeds, will
rush at once upon his mind ; and, when engaged *
in the warmest battle, he will hear them, from
their heaven, urging him to action : he will feel
their spirits transfused into his breast; he will
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sacrifice whole hecatombs of their murderers
to their illustrious manes !

Indeed, my countrymen, the people of Ameri-
ca have every thing to animate and encourage
them in the present contest. Formidable as
was once the power of the British lion, he hath
now lost his teeth ; universal dissipation hath
taken place of that simplicity of manners, and
hardiness of integrity, for which the nation was
once remarkable : the officers of the British
army, instead of inuring themselves to disci-
pline, and seeking for glory in the blood-stained
field, wish alone to captivate the softer sex,
and triumph over their virtue. The legisla-
ture of Great Britain is totally corrupt ; her
administration is arbitrary and tyrannical ; the
people have lost their spirit of resentment;
and, like the most contemptible of animals, bow
the shoulder to bear and become servants unto
tribute. The national resources are cut off;
she is loaded with an intolerable public debt;
she is become the scorn of those foreigners to
whom she was once terrible, and it is easy to
see that her glory is in the wane.

How different from this is the present state
of our country; descended from a race of
hardy ancestors, who loved their freedom better
than they loved their lives, the Americans are
jealous of the least infringement of their
rights ; strangers to that luxury, which effe-
minates the mind and body, they are capable
of enduring incredible hardships ; with eager-
ness they rush into the field of battle, and
brave, with coolness, every danger ; they pos-
sess a rich and a fruitful country, sufficient to
supply them with every necessary and con-
venience of life ; they have inexhaustible re-
sources for carrying on war, and bid fair soon
to be courted for their alliance, by the proudest
monarchs of the earth. Their statesmen are
equal to the task of forming and defending
afree and extensive empire : their generals are
brave and humane, intrepid and prudent.
When I name a Washingion, my audience
will feel the justice of the remark, and acquit
me of the charge of flattery.

Possessed of these advantages, we should be
inexcusable to God, to our posterity, to the
whole world, if we hesitated, a single moment,
in asserting our rights and repelling the at-
tacks of lawless power. Freedom is offered
to us, she invites us to accept her blessings;
driven from the other regions of the globe, she
wishes to find an asylum in the wilds of Ame-
rica ; with open arms let us receive the perse-
cuted fair; let us imitate the example of our
venerable ancestors, who loved and courted
her into these desert climes. With deter-
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‘'mined bravery, let us resist the attacks of her

imprudent ravishers ; by resolution and firm-

.ness we may defend her from their power, and

transmit her blessings to millions upon millions
of our posterity. Let us then arouse to arms ;
for, upon our exertions, under God, depends
their freedom ; upon our exertions depends the
important question, whether the rising empire
of America, shall be an empire of slaves or of
freemen. .

Animated by these considerations, my friends
and fellow-citizens, let us strain every nerve in
the service of our country ! what are our lives
when viewed in competition with the happiness
of such an empire { what is our private interest
when opposed to that of three millions of men !
let our bosoms glow with the warmth of pa-
triotism ; let us sacrifice our ease, our fortunes,
and our lives, that we may save our country.

That a spirit of public virtue may transcend
every private consideration, you, the respected
inhabitants of the town of Boston, have plainly
manifested : with pleasure you have sacrificed
what selfish men hold most dear, to save this
oppressed land! with firmness you have re-
sisted every attack of arbitrary power ! like the
sturdy oak, you have stood unmoved, and to
you, under GoOD, will be owing the salvation of
this extensive continent. ‘

We feel, my beloved friends, our obligations
to you ! our hearts confess them ; we cordially
wish it were in our power to reward you for
your patriotism ; to restore you to that ease
and affluence of which for our sakes, you have de-
prived yourselves; it is not. But our morningand
evening petitions to the guardian God of Amer-
ica shall be, that he will bless and reward you.

With transport, my countrymen, let us look
forward to the bright day, which shall hail us
a free and independent state. With earnest-
ness let us implore the forgiveness and the pa-
tronage of the Being of all beings, who holds
the fate of empires in his hands ! with zeal let
us exert ourselves in the service of our country,
in life: and when the earthly scene shall be
closing with us, let us expire with this prayer
upon our quivering lips, O GOD, LET AMERICA
BE FREE!

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON MARCH §,
1777.
BY BENJAMIN HICHBORN, ESQ.

——Tum vos, O Tyrii, stirpem et genus omne futurum
Exercete odlis ; cinerique hsec mittite nostro
Munera : nullis amor populis, nec fiedera sunto.

—Virgil.

Friends and countrymem /—Leaving apolo-
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gies for my inability to act the part I am to
take, in this day’s solemnity, to those who
mtght have remedied the evil, by a more suitable
appointment, I shall offer my sentiments upon
the subject with the same freedom that I
conceived them.

The advantages of social life, are the resuit
of such evident necessity, so extensively diffu-
sive and universally felt, that all mankind will
readily acknowledge their existence without the
aid of metaphysics or history.

The right that every individual has to reason
freely upon the nature of that government he
is called to submit to, having nature for its
source, is no less obvious and perceptible—and
bence, as a necessary foundation for the exer-
cise of this right, I define civil liberty to be,
Bot “‘ a government by laws,”’ made agreeable
to charters, bills of rights or compacts, but a
power existing in the people at large, at any
time, for any cause, or for no cause, but their
own sovereign pleasure, to alter or annihilate
both the mode and essence of any former gov-
ermnment, and adopt a new one in its stead.

Placing ourselves then upon this broad basis
of csvil liberty, founded on natural right, we
will, unawed by the standing armies of any
tyrant’s tools,* or monarch’s, deliberate freely
upon the nature of their institutions, and their
dangerous tendency to the rights of man.

Every military force must necessarily imply
a right of exercising an arbitrary power, so far
as respects: the objects against which it is to
be directed; and what will be the objects,
against which it will be in constant exercise, in
proportion to its extent, we may collect from
the experience of ages, and the well known
source of human actions.

The page of history seldom groans with the
calamities of mankind, but we may trace the
source of their unhappiness to this engine of
oppression.

Projected in the blackest principles of the
human mind, and supported by ambition and a
lust of unbounded sway, this armed monster
hath spread havoc and misery throughout the
world, We find the bloody traces of its foot-
steps through all the ruins of greatness and
freedom, either in ancient or modern times:
the most free and opulent cities of the world,
by conniving at its birth, have, at last, fallen a
prey to its relentless fury.t

-While we are ravished with the politeness,
® The petty states and princes who have raised their
armies as a peasant would his game cocks, and sent them
to market for & price, are in the most infamous sense of
the word, tools.
+ Pisistratus of Athens, Dionysius of Syracuse, and

Csoear of Rome, furnish a few among numberiess exam-
ples, that history affords,
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wisdom, and greatness of the Grecian states,
we can scarce believe that the productions of
such art, refinement, and learning, should ever
be subdued by a power that never could have
crept into life, but through the channel of
their indulgence.

But alas | their fate remains a standing
monument of this truth; that freedom, at
sufferance, is a solecism in politics.

To avoid the pain that humanity must suffer;
upon finding so few instances of virtue that
have been proof against the temptations to
prostitute a delegated power, I am inclined to
think, that the great Founder of societies has
caused the curse of infatuating ambition, and
relentless cruelty, to be entailed on those
whose vanity may lead them to assume his
prerogative among any of his people as they
are cantoned about in the world, and to pre-
vent mankind from paying that adoration and
respect to the most dignified .mortal, which is
due only to infinite wisdom and goodness, in
the direction of almighty power, and therefore
that he alone is fit to be a monarch.

Were we to traverse the whole field of
human transactions, and expect any where to
find an exemption from this general charge
we should most naturally fix our eyes upon the
Romans—but how mortified do we find our-
selves by the survey? -

At the very time this people were most
famed for their virtue and greatness—while
they were regaling themselves with luxurious
ease in the lap of freedom—the provinces,
they obtained by fraud and violence, were suf-
fering under every species of the vilest servi-
tude, and made to contribute to that very ease.
and luxury at the discretion of¢he most merci-
less unfeeling task-masters.

But they themselves, by the same tools they
had armed to execute their bloody purposes,
in their turn, became the subjects of the same
kind .of oppression they so liberally dealt out
to others, and stand recorded in history equal
monuments of the greatness and depravity of
human nature.

Taught by the experience of former ages,
that a general, at the head of an armed force,
would ever make himself superior to the laws,
Europe, for several centuries, raised effectual
barriers against the danger (and, I may say,
the possibility) of their usurpations; for the
tenure * of their lands, though they acknow-
ledge a superior lord, was upon conditions so
abhorrent to the idea of standing armies, that
it offered at once, both a promise and a pledge
against them,

¢ The foudal tenure.
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But to convince us that no human institu-
tions can insure permanent felicity to mankind,
~-security, the offspring of ease and freedom,
opened the door for one enterprising usurper
after another,* till the inhabitants of the whole
eastern world had but little left of the property
of their species but what they possessed in
their shape.

Strange metamorphosis ! but s it not much
stranger still, to see these pitiable wretches
stript of every enjoyment that can render life a
blessing, meanly courting favor and protection
from the tyrants who enslaved them, and
easily mistaking the chains of servitude for
the garb of nature?

The formalities of a free, and the ends of a
despotic state (says a modern writer) have
often subsisted together; Britain furnishes a
most unhappy example of this shocking truth:
as if the relish of liberty was pampered to
make slavery itself more intolerably loath-
some, they feel all the mortifying consequences
of the basest servitude, and are left to console
themselves with this consideration, that the
weight of their grievances can never be in-
creased while they are complimented, or rather
tantalized with the name of freemen. These
are some of the glorious effects of standing
armies among foreign nations. Let us now
consider their consequences in that part of
the world, in whose affairs we take a more in-
teresting part.

It is easy to conceive that those men who
would not scruple to make use of every artifice
and violence to reduce the very people to
whose generosity they were indebted for their
splendor, wealth, and greatness, to a state of

- vassalage, would never hesitate to make their
conquests as extensive as their power ;—they
can feel the influence of no law but that of the
sword, and therefore (whatever may be their
pretensions) you will, in every case, find them
ultimately make an appeal to its decisions.

If such are the governors, what must the
people be? having been robbed of liberty
themselves, without the faintest struggle in its
defence,t they are just fit to be made the in-
struments of wresting it from others.

How can we expect that they who know
nothing of the happiness of freedom them-
selves should feel any reluctance at reducing
all mankind to their own disgraceful situation ?
indeed the reverse is true, for we generally
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® Charles VII. and Louls XI, of France, having set the
example, all the crowned heads in Europe soon fol-
lowed it, .

+ The murder of two or three people In St. George's
fields, seems to be all the ceremony attending the death
and burial of British liberty.
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find them taking an unnatural pleasure in
stripping others of the noblest ornaments and
gifts of nature, to countenance their own de-
formity and wretchedness.

A trifling farce, therefore, upon the question
of right in parliament, was all the previous
parade that was thought necessary to the intro-
duction of a standing army, with all the ensigns
of war, into the bowels of our country.

It is needless to recount the various preludes
to hostilities, the fatal day we now commemo-
rate, opened a scene that filled every honest
mind with indignation, and every tender heart
with distress.*—It is impossible for any one
who were not witnesses of that shocking event,
to conceive the terrors of that dreadful night,
and they who were must have images of hor-
ror upon the mind they never can communi-
cate. '

The variety of contending passions that
once fall upon and distract the mind, upon the
arrival of such an important crisis, can never
be realized but once.

To see the peaceful inhabitants of a city,
deliberately murdered by the very men, who,
in pretence, were supported for their protection
—to hear the piercing groans—to see the man-
gled bodies and ghastly visages of the dying
and the dead—to hear the shrieks and cries of
the timid, with the promiscuous, mingling hor-
rid sound of arms, execrations, and vengeance,
produced a scene of confusion and wretched-
ness, so complicated and complete, that the
power of the richest language must ever fail in
describing it.t

The eye of pity is yet called to drop a tear
at the sufferings, and patriotism to pour the
balm of charity over the wounds of half-mur-
dered citizens, dragging out a miserable life,
and fresh bleeding with the blows aimed at
our country.

We could dwell, with a melancholy pleasure,
on this sad catastrophe, did not a more ample
field of violence, bloodshed, and cruelty, de-
mand our attention,

The palpable absurdity of making use of the
name of a king, to give a sanction to those
very operations which were carrying on against
him, has been so sensibly felt, through all
ranks of men, that we have not yet altogether
got rid of its disagreeable effects.

And I must confess I should blush at the
ludicrous figure in which this part of our his-

. Quis talia fando,
Myrmidonum, Dolopumve, aut duri miles Ulyssef,
Temperet a lachrymis. —~Virgil,

4 Non mihi si linguse centum sint, oraque centum,
Ferrea vox, omnes scelerum comprendere formas

possim. —Virgil,
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tory must exhibit to view, in future time, were
we not countenanced by the same, or more
striking inconsistencies which are to be found
attendant (and perhaps necessarily so) upon
all important revolutions.

We can easily conceive a mixture of preju-
dice and fear, that will excite such awful ideas
of the person, to whom we have been taught
from our cradles, to annex the properties of a
most gracious sovereign, most sacred majesty,
and a train of such God-like attributes, as
would make us feel conscious of a degree of
impiety, in calling a villain by his proper name,
while shrouded under this garb of sanctity.

But it is exceedingly diverting to view the
influence of this chimerical divinity in those
who are made the immediate tools of sup-
porting it—they will tell you it is a task most
ungrateful to men of their sensibility and refine-
ment, to be made the instruments of sending
fire and death indiscriminately among the in-
nocent, the helpless, and the fair—but they
have sworn to be faithful to their sovereign,
and were they ordered to scale the walls of the
new Jerusalem, they should not dare to decline
the impious attempt.

Were it not for this ridiculous faith in the
omnipotence of the tyrant whom they serve,
we must suppose them fools or madmen :—In-
deed that very faith would justify the charge
of extreme madness and folly against all man-
kind, who had not been nurtured in this cradle
of infatuation.

Were it not for the indulgence that a gene-
rous mind will always shew to the weakness
and prejudices of the worst of men, many whom
the chance of war has thrown into our hands,
must have felt the severity.and contempt of
a justly enraged people, while they, with all
their vanity and ostentation, remain the unhurt
objects of our pity.

It is surely rather a subject of merry ridi-
cule, than deserving of serious resentment, to
see many of this kind of gentry affecting to
deny the character of prisoners, and attributing
that indulgence which is the effect of unparal-
leled generosity, to the mean motive of fear;
but we will let them know, that they cannot
provoke us even to justice in the line of punish-
ment, and we leave them to their own con-
sciences and the impartial censures of sur-
rounding nations, to make some returns for the
unexampled cruelties that many of our friends
have suffered from their barbarous hands;* in

¢ Captain Johnson and his crew, the prisoners in gen-
oral at New York and Halifax, Mr. Lovell and many
others in Boston, are instances sufficient to destroy the

Rittle credit they ever had for humanity ; and the sufferings
of soms to which I have myself boen a witness, exposed
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lieu of that severity, which, however just, hu-
manity shudders to ‘inflict. But we cannot
think it strange to find people in the subordi-
nate departments of life influenced by such
ridiculous notions, while their haughty masters
seem to labor under the misfortune of the
same infatuation.

Slaves always rate the consequence of those
they serve, by the treatment they receive from
them and wonder that others do not feel the
weight of the same importance.

Tocall men of distinguished rank, in any go-
vernment, knaves, fools and scoundrels, how-
ever they may deserve it, is esteemed neither
polite or decent: I am, therefore, at'a loss for
names while I am describing the oppressors of
my country. Who, without deserving these
reproachful appellations, could have conceived
the horrid wish of decking his crown 'with the
idle plume of foreign empire at the expense of
the peace, wealth, and very being of a nation ;
and who but a pompous blockhead, in the exe-
cution of this impious design, could expect to
conquer a hardy, virtuous set of men, by
ineffectual threats and empty promises, con-
tained in a set of proclamations, he wanted
either courage or power to disperse among the
people they were designed to subdue ?

Possibly they may conceive the length of
their master’s purse, at the rate of thirty crowns
a man, to be equal to all the armed force of
Europe, and therefore they should be able
ultimately to effect that by the point of the
bayonet, which they rather wished, than
expected, to obtain on any other terms.

Here let us pause, and for the honor of our
species, give a moment to reflection upon this
shocking idea! is it possible that any race of
men should be so lost to a sense of the rights
of nature, and the dignity of their rank in the
chain of beings, as to suffer themselves (like
the horses which they ride) to be tutored to
the field of war, to have a price set upon their
lives, which their masters will receive, and then
be sold into the service of lust, ambition and
avarice, and become the tools of eternal war
against the lives, the properties, and freedom
of the rest of mankind.

But, thanks to heaven! this black combina-
tion of passions, supported by the unmasked

to all the inconveniences and hazards of a languishing
disease in confinement on ship board, in view of the per-
sons and habitations of their nearest friends, and a sympa-
thizing parent turned over the side with reproaches, for
attempting to speak to his sick, suffering, dying child,
must give the characters of the polite, sensible, humane
admirul Graves, and his nephew Sam, a stamp of infamy,
which the power of time can never wipe away.

+ The generals Gage and Howe, have been playing this.
warlike game ever since they have been in the country.
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tyrant of Britain, with all the mercenary forces
of his powerful and extensive allies, have
hitherto proved unsuccessful (and I trust in
God they ever will) in every effort to contami-
nate the only column of free air in both hemis-
pheres: however, one advantage we derive
from their open attempts, which is to expect no
security for ourselves, but in their ruin ; delibe-
rate murders, indiscriminate plunder, and the
most of barbarous violence upon the delicacy
and virtue of the fair, have marked the few
paces of imaginary conquest they have trod.*

Methinks I see the tender parent, frantic
with rage, defying hosts of ruffians armed, and
courting death in every form, rather than live
the witness of his daughter’s shame ;—ah ! hear
the shrieks of virgin innocence calling in vain
for succor from that arm which oft defended
her ! but see the helpless victim of their British
lust, in wild despair, wringing her guiltless
hands, with looks to heaven, as if, without a
crime, she had lost her only title to those pure
abodes! where is the coward heart that does
not beat to arms, and glow with unusual ardor
for revenge ?

Where are friends to reconciliation, with
these foes to virtue? they will tell us their
power is formidable, and it is wise to accom-
modate ourselves to the requisitions of superior
force—as soon I'd tamper with the power of
hell! for,

** Tis the worst of slavery

* Tamely to bend our necks beneath the yoke
¢ And suffer fraud to talk us out of freedom."

They wish not to soothe but to destroy us;
and if this stale artifice of tyrants should suc-
ceed, we well deserve the ruin it insures.
They never ask for what they can demand, and
impotence alone prevents a general carnage,

Does courage want a stimulus in the de-
fence of virtue ? let us cast our eyes on the
example of our illustrious general; equally
beyond the reach of calumny and encomium,
the tongue of 'slander has never dared to
attack him, while the ablest panegyrist must
blush when he is attempting to give him half
the eulogiums which are his due.

The generous sacrifice he has made of pri-
vate interest, domestic felicity, and all the con-
sequent refined enjoyments of social life, to
the exigencies of his country in the field of
war :—the cheerfulness with which he has
sustained all the hardships, anxieties, and dis-
appointments of two important campaigns,
against a formidable body of well disciplined
veterans, with an army composed of men dif-

* Sce accounts of their proceedings in the Jersies, and
geaneral orders in the orderly book taken at Trenton.
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ferent in their manners, and unused to the
discipline of a camp, without exciting the
smallest jealousies in the civil power on the
one hand, or giving occasion for the faintest
murmurs among his soldiers, on the other:
finally, when his enemies were at the zenith
of their glory, and, in imagination, already in
possession of a conquered world ;—with the
remnant of his expiring army, to resume the
field, and with this handful of his chosen fol-
lowers, disperse, destroy, or captivate hosts of
foes must excite sentiments of affection, grati-
tude, and esteem, that border upon adoration.
Did not a life of the most disinterested pa-
triotism and unremitted ardor in the cause of
virtue and mankind, point him out as an excep-
tion to the charge we have so fully supported
against all who lived before him, I should
dread more from the virtues of this great man,
than from all the standing armies in the world.
But so full a confidence do I possess in his
inviolable attachment to the rights of humanity
and the cause of freedom, that in some future
emergencies of the state (produced perhaps
by the shifting fortune of the war) to his in-
stinctive goodness and eccentric operations, I
would most cheerfully commit supreme com-
mand.
I will explain my sentiments upon this sub-
ject by those of a friend, in his own words.
** *Tis best that reason govern maaq,
*Tis calm, deliberate, wise,
Yet passions were not given in vain,
Here then the difference lies.
Reason, tho’ sure, too slow is found

In great emergencies,
While passion instant feels the wound,
As quick the cure applies.

Yet that must not due bounds transgress,
But move at reason's nod,

Submit at last to her decrees
And own her for the Gop,

*T'was thus the synod of our land,
The reasoning power of state,

Gave WASHINGTON supreme command
And made his arders fate.

Yet as necessity impelled
‘The step—when that is past
The senate shall resume the field
And reign supreme at last.”

In support of such a cause, directed by such
a leader, who would think his life too dear a
sacrifice ?—let the mean, base, groveling soul,
that wishes for security on any terms, through
fear forget he is a man, cringe to the creature
he despises, smile on the man he hates, alter-
nately shake hands with vice and virtue, and
court protection from the power he wishes to
destroy ! —let us, my friends, determine to
maintain our sacred rights, or perish in the
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attempt, * with vigor urge the war, frown on
our foes wherever we meet them, despise
their mercy when we feel power, and from this
moment hold ourselves beyond the reach of

pardon.

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH §,
1778.

BY JONATHAN W. AUSTIN, ESQ.

~——Multaque rubentia Csede
Lubrica Saxa madent, nulli sua profuit Atas,
Lucan, Lib, 3.

~—Hic ubi barbarus hostis,
Ut fera plus valeant legibus arma facit.—Ovid de Ponto.

Quis cladem {llius noctis, quis funera fando

Eaxplicet? aut possit lachrymis sequare labores ?
Plurima perque vias sternuntur inertia passim
Corpora.— Virgilad ABueld.

My friends and fellow-citisens.—To weep
over the tomb of the patriot—to drop a tear
to the memory of those unfortunate citizens,
‘who fell the first sacrifice to tyranny and usur-
pation, is noble, generous and humane. Such
are the sentiments that influence you, my coun-
trymen, or why, through successive periods,
with heart-felt sensations, have you attended
this solemn anniversary, and paid this sad
tribute to the memory of your slaughtered
brethren. Nor is the circle contracted—the
most amiable part of the creation share the
grief, and, soft pity beaming in their coun-
tenances, like the daughters of Israel, annually
lament the fate of others, and weep over the
miseries of their country.t Come then, my
friends, let us enter the solitary courts of death,
and, perhaps, an hour spent in such reflection,
may afford as solid improvement as nature in
her gayest scenes.

To commemorate the deaths of those men
who fell unhappy victims to brutal violence—to
show the dangerous tendency of standing ar-
mies in populous cities in time of peace, the
origin of this fatal catastrophe—to trace its
connection and effects, as they have been, and
are now displayed, in different parts of America,
1 take to be the design of this day’s solemnity.

It appears to me needless to enter into the
nature and ends of civil government, and to
evince that standing armies are a solecism if
such a constitution. Such sentiments are
founded in nature, and have, for ages, under
different meridians, been fully displayed by
men who knew the rights of nature and man-

¢ Justum et tenacem propositi virum,
Non civium ardor, prava jubentium
Non vultus instantis tyranni

Mente quatit solids :———

4 Judges, xi. 39, 40,
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kind. The names of Locke, Sydney and
Hampden, have long been illustrious, and my
countrymen are too well acquainted with their
writings, not to venerate their memories. Nor
can I forget the same sentiments which have
charmed you from the lips of men, who have
spoken before me, on the same occasion, whose
characters will be ever dear, and the exertions
of whose patriotism and virtue, exhibited in
the most critical situations, posterity will ever
wonder at and revere.

In short, to confirm this point by logical
conclusions, must be an useless mispense of
time. Even a crown lawyer, whose sentiments
are not always friendly to the rights of man-
kind, will tell us, “in a land of liberty, it is ex-
tremely dangerous to make a distinct order of
the profession of arms. In absolute monarchies
this is indeed necessary for the safety of the
prince, and arises from the main principle of
their constitution, which is governing by fear ;
but in free states, the profession of a soldier,
taken singly and merely as a profession, is
justly an object of jealousy. The laws, there-
fore, and constitution of these kingdoms, know
no such thing as a perpetual standing soldier.” *

Arguments existing in theory, however the
mind may be captivated, do not always con-
vince ; and consequences, traced from the same
source, are seldom interesting. But when we
find the apprehensions of the greatest and best
of mankind, who, actuated by a principle of
benevolence, felt for the common interests, fully
displayed in awful and tremendous effects, we
then start from our lethargy, and like the sen-
sitive plant, shrink from approaching danger!
such is the case with respect to the subject
before us. Philosophers and statesmen have
shewn how dangerous standing armies must
be in a free state, and every page in the volume
of mankind confirms the melancholy account.

Speculative writers may indeed tell us, that
the sceds of dissolution exist in every body
politic—that like the body natural, it must de-
cay and die—and that the same causes, which
brought the empires of Belus and Cyrus to
destruction, will sap every other government
on earth.t For my own part, I am no fatalist,
and ns!/ desperandum pro republica, is to me a
much preferable, and more generous motto.
And instead of enumerating their many vices
and corruptions, as the original cause, I think
a little acquaintance with history will inform
us, that they are not merely the original cause,
but consequences resulting from the fatal
measures we are considering. In absolute

¢ Blackstone's Commentaries, vol. 1. page 407,
+ See Belisarius by M. Marmontel.
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monarchies, where the military is the principal
engine of government, we are not to look for a
confirmation of this argument. But in repub-
lics, ‘til the introduction of a soldiery, distinct
from the citizens, we find them as remote from
corruption, luxury, and the other black cata-
logue of vices, as any human system can attain
to: but when standing troops were introduced,
they immediately followed. Depravity of man-
ners—a dislike to virtue and manly sentiment
—effeminacy, and those grosser vices too in-
delicate to be mentioned in this place, stalked
like' demons through our cities. Witness, ye
republics, that were once great and illustrious,
but are now no more ! witness, O Boston! for
ye were too well acquainted with the melan-
choly truth !

We will now confirm the sentiment by a
brief inspection into some parts of history.

The Greeks were a republic, that in a short
flight of years, exhibited the most glorious
spectacle that ever appeared to mankind ; and,
as one observes, the age they lived in, seemed
to be the golden period of human nature.* In
every branch of war or peace, in every species
of science they excelled, and were at once
feared, admired, and venerated by the other
nations of the world ; yet this heroic confede-
racy was originally reduced from this glorious
superiority, by the arts of ose man+t under the
idea of a guard, from an inconsiderable num-
ber of attendants, he increased to that stretch
of power as proved the fatal stab to the vitals
of his country. The bank thus broken down,
the tide swelled too rapidly to be stemmed, and
virtue, freedom and the laws, all fell a sacrifice.

Similar was the situation of the Romans.
Although not so universally distinguished as
the Greeks, yet from the expulsion of their
kings, to the time of Marius, they evinced to
what a prodigious greatness mankind may
arrive when actuated by the principles of liberty,
virtue and honor. Influenced by such motives,
no wonder their actions were conformable :
and while the most rigid inflexibility presided
at home, the Roman eagle flew to the remotest
corner of the globe.

Can we then suppose, when we view the
characters which appeared on the stage at this
period—when we consider how remote they
were from those vices which have been preva-
lent in powerful monarchies, and how carefully
they watched the sacred altar of freedom, that
they themselves must remain a standing monu-
ment of the consequences of this fatal measure.
Such is the case. Marius, in new modelling
the legions, and replacing the citizens who

* Harris Hermos. t Pisistratus.
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served in them with foreign mercenaries, laid
the horrid foundation. The door was now
open for one too powerful citizen after another,
until Caesar, losing every check, and laughing
at the impotent anathemas of the senate, with
the distant legions marched to Rome, and
formed a new era in their history. From this
period we are charmed no more with the illus-
trious actions, and the last remains of dignity
sunk in the Roman world. So true is it, that
when a people lose their liberty, they at once
become fit subjects of every thing base and
infamous,

We have thus far produced instances of the
fatal effects of armies thus kept up, which have
ended in the utter subversion of the laws and
government of two of the most memorable
republics in ancient story. We will now shift
the scene, and while we show their dangerous
tendency in states of a more modern date, we
will exhibit an illustrious example through
what scenes of danger, hardships and blood,
the determined spirits of honor, and attach-
ment to freedom, will carry a people.

Previous to mentioning the situation of the
United Provinces, I must remark how very simi-
lar their circumstances were to ours. We shall
ever find it an unalterable maxim of princes,
who in time of peace kept up a standing force,
however they may call them the protectors of
law, the end is to subvert those laws and
render the constitution useless. Such was the
mode of conduct of Philip the Second, of Spain,
to the Low countries, and such the procedure
of a similar character, George the Third, of
Britain, influenced by a despicable ministry.
The former, as Sir William Temple observes,
thinking it not agreeing with his greatness,”
(an army being now in the bowels of their
country) “to consider their discontents, or be
limited by their ancient forms of government,”
proceeds to despise the one and overturn the
other. New courts judicatory were appointed,
new offices established, depending absolutely
on the king.*

What was the consequence ?—could it be
supposed a generous people would sit down
tamely, and kiss the rod that lashed them? a
different mode of conduct ensued. The duke
of Alva was sent with a powerful army, the
very forcible plea of tyrants, and the most
shocking cruelties were committed. Here let
humanity spread her veil, nor let the tender
breast heave with anguish at such scenes.
But shocking as they are, they flow as naturally
from this cursed engine of oppression, as beams

*Sir William Temple's observations on the United Pro
vinces, Page at. 3.
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of light from the sun. For as the same sensi-
ble writer observes,  so great antipathy ever
appears between citizens and soldiers ; while
one pretends to be safe under law, which the
other pretends shall be subject to his sword

But terrible as the many executions of their
mést illustrious patriots appeared to them,
while the land was drenched in its richest hlood
—however affecting the sight of confiscations,
imprisonments, and the numberless cruelties
that attended them, they were not daunted.
That God who hateth oppression, and de-
lighteth in the happiness of his creation, inspired
them with sentiments that carried them through
innumerable hardships, till after having ex-
pended immense treasures and blood for
better than threescore years, they laid the foun-
dation of a rich, free, and flourishing people:
Providence hereby giving an instructive lesson
to posterity in every age, who are contending
for all thatis dear and sacred, to pursue the
glorious object undaunted ; knowing that, as
liberty is a plant transplanted from the garden
of heaven, its divine parent will still cherish it,
and, in spite of opposition, it will flourish, it will
live forever. '

Such, my friends, have been the methods
used by enterprising men, in former ages, to
carry into effect their ambitious designs, and
found their greatness on the ruins of their
country. But in our day, these measures have
become systematical. They are in fact part of
the constitution. To take a view of the differ-
ent powers in Europe, and compare them with
the state of ancient republics, under great and
wise legislators, who seemed to be raised up
for the benefit of the age they lived in, and the
admiration of posterity, we must drop the tear
of sensibility at the contrast. Where is the
kingdom that does not groan under the calami-
ties of military tyranny? let us pause a while
on the most eminent of them.

In the large empire of Russia, the effects are
glaring. Even the shadow of liberty has
vanished. Of so great importance is the
military, that a recruiting officer can go through
their villages, and pitch upon the ablest of the
inhabitants, as he would choose his cattle,
And even a father has been imprisoned in his
own house, for the escape of a child, while,

by order of the officer, his own sons have been’

his jailers.*

Perhaps there is no nation in any part of the
world, more happy than France, in every
luxury of life. But amid this profusion of
plenty, the farmer exhibits the most wretched

® Vid. Guthrie’s Grammar.
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spectacle in nature, Supported by the glean-
ings of the field, the fruits of his labor go to
the subsistence of the sold'ery. Thus dispirited
and depressed, he contents himself with the
refuse of his ground, while, after his greatest
exertions, another will reap the fruits of his
honest industry. The most obdurate breast
must melt at such scenes, and execrate the
effects of standing armies.

Look into the situation of Poland. Under
the direction of that great man,* famous for
his victories against the Turks, they were brave
and virtuous, and proved the bulwark of Chris-
tendom. But, under the Saxon line, this spirit
not suiting their plan of government, was awed
by electoral troops, and totally decayed. The
consequences are now severely experienced by
them; and while in this depressed state, they
are an object of desire to Turks and Russians,
their country is a scene of bloodshed and
misery.

It is needless to mention England, or the
idle farce of an annual act of parliament, for
the support of standing troops, which is noth-
ing but an insult on the sense of that nation.
The more virtuous among them, if the flame of
liberty has not entirely expired, easily see
through the guise, and in the death of Allen
and others, wantonly butchered by a mercenary
soldiery, can too clearly read the fate of them-
selves and posterity.

The melancholy part of this subject must
give pain to every humane breast. This is
natural. But these scenes more directly affect
other nations ; and however we may pity the
unhappy sufferer, there is a kind of pleasure
we feel that we ourselves are not immediately
interested. And would to God, it had ever
remained so. O my country ! with what heart-
felt satisfaction should I rejoice, if oppression
had never stretched her baleful wings to this
once happy clime! that that liberty which an
illustrious set of men, of whom the world was
not worthy, purchascd at so dear a rate, might
have descended unimpaired to latest posterity.
But is this the case ? has this scourge of man-

‘kind, standing armies, never interrupted our

prosperity ? if so, why is this desk hung with
the sable covering of death! why am I sur-
rounded by so many of my fellow-citizens, who
listen to the tale of woe! yes, my countrymen,
we ourselves are deeply interested ; and this
same engine of oppression, which has thrown
mighty republics from their foundations, has
attempted and still continues to spread the
same horrid consequences in America : and in
its usual mode of conduct, has been attended
* Jobn Sobleskl.
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with every species of cruelty, some of them
unheard of before; but which your freemen
under God, has hitherto, and I pray ever may,
surmount.

The shocking scene of that dreadful night,
the fatal effects of which we are now still
weeping over, is beyond description. No one,
perhaps, ifit is taken in every view, that was not
a spectator, can conceive it. When I consider
the many insults, abuses, and violences, this
unhappy town was exposed to for months
previous to this melancholy tragedy, and
when the tumult of contrary passions was thus
naturally excited, to see a brutal soldiery,
scattering promiscuous death through a de-
fenceless, unarmed muititude, till yonder street
was crimsoned with the blood of its citizens,
while a tender mother, frantic with grief,
pours forth the anguish of her heart over a
beloved son, now incapable of any returns of
gratitude ; all this exhibits a scene which the
distressed heart may painfully feel, but which
the tongue cannot express. Let the breast
then, still continue to beat. These, my friends,
are virtuous, generous feelings, and do honor
to humanity. May we ever retain them.—
May this institution, sacred to the memory of
our murdered brethren, be ever carefully pre-
served. Yes, ye injured shades! we will still
weep over you, and if any thing can be more
soothing, we will revenge you.

This glaring specimen of cruelty roused the
citizens, and in convincing colors displayed the
effects of standing armies in time of peace.
But however our exertions were then success-
ful, however the storm subsided, it was but
temporary. While the scales of justice were
held in palsied hands, and the most shocking
barbarities were the highest merit, an addi-
tional force only was necessary. That arriving,
the mask was thrown off, and a still greater
scene of carnage and destruction opened in our
adjacent villages.

But such proceedings, however alarming at
that period, were soon lost in more dreadful and
distressing operations. The heights of Charles-
town too awfully convinced us of the melan-
choly truth, and posterity, while with tears of
compassion they ponder the transactions of
that day, must execrate the causes which pro-
duced them. In any situation, the relics of
slaughtered citizens are objects of pity, and
the sympathizing spectator will ever drop a
tear over them. But there may be instances
when the lesser streams of affection are ab-
sorbed in a still greater sea of woe. Such are
the sentiments that strike every breast, when
we reflect, illustrious #Warren, on thy death—
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a death, which whole hecatombs of slaughtered
enemies, strowed around thy corpse, can never
repay.—Here, ye minions of power! ye who
are dead to the calls of honor and public virtue,
are willing to wade to station through the blood
of your brethren, here behold a spectacle that
must harrow your inmost soul. You, my
countrymen, with the most pleasing sensations
have attentively listened, while, like us, he was
weeping over the unhappy fate of others. You
have kindled into rage while he has set before
you the dangerous nature and consequences of
standing armies, and prophetically pointed out
to you still greater events. How affecting that
he, who could lament the fate of others, must
be himself deplored ; and that he who could so
feelingly paint the effects of this horrid mea-
sure, must himself fall one of the first sacrifices
to it

But it is not sufficient to drop a transient
tear to the memory of departed heroes, and to
pay an culogy to their characters. The happi-
ness of such men who, after having expired in
the arms of liberty and virtue, are now sharing
the highest degree of felicity, cannot be in-
creased by our praises: no, my friends, the
best way to express our affections for such
great and good men, is to rouse and revenge
them. To hurl still fiercer bolts of vengeance
on an inhuman soldiery, who instead of affor-
ding the last honors sacred to the dead, and
which a generous enemy will ever regard,—
after grinning with hellish pleasure on the
mangled corpse, which alive could strike
terror into their boldest heart, lodged it in a
promiscuous grave ; that since they could not
prevent his name and reputation being immor-
tal, his remains might be hid forever. O
Britain ! thou hast, and stilt shall weep tears of
blood for this!

Are not such instances, my countrymen, very
convincing proofs of the fatal effects of stand-
ing armies in time of peace. In such a period
they originated, and from the fifth of March,
1770, through every degree of violence and
barbarity, to the present day, it is but one
connected scene.

After such exhibitions of cruelty and carnage,
what can we suppose too brutal, too infamous
for such an army? can we wonder to see our
houses in flames, our altars rased to the ground,
or converted to a much more horrid use, than
the Jewish temple ? if possible they have even
exceeded ; and the armies of Britain seem to
be held up as a standing evidence, how far the
spirit of tyranny and oppression can operate.

We shudder when the faithful page of his-
tory opens to our view the conduct of armies,
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flushed with victory, sacking towns, buming
villages, and perpetrating murders, with all the
other dreadful concomitants. But if we look
into the conduct of the British army in the
Jerseys, and some part of the state of New
York, we shall find instances of all these crimes,
and, perhaps, in some places, instances beyond
them. To see the third city in a neighboring
state, wantonly consumed by an enemy who,
not having spirit or ability to meet us in the
field, descend to these little mean methods of
exciting terror—to see the ravages in the Jer-
seys, and the garden of America thus wantonly
defaced—does not the blood beat high —do
we not press forward to exterminate such bar-
barians from the face of the earth ! but to men-
tion still greater scenes of cruelty—does not
the ear tingle, when it hears the shrieks of
helpless virgins, dreadful victims to lust and
barbarity ; while the grey hairs and expressive
groans of an aged parent, witness to his daugh-
ter’s shame, plead in vain. Can any thing
swell this complicated scene of woe? it can
receive addition. The monsters exceed even
the most barbarous nations. With them the
ashes of the dead have ever been sacred. But
under the patronage of a British tyrant and
his general, snuffing the tainted gale, they have
ransacked the silent repositories, and the
remains of one that was once amiable and cap-
tivating, flung about as food for the birds of
the air* O God, where is thy vengeance! O
virtue, honor, religion, humanity, where, where
are ye fled !

These, my countrymen, are not the flights of
fancy, not the dictates of imagination : they
are solid, though very affecting realities, Can
we then wish a re-union with such a people ?
can we ever familiarly shake hands with a
nation who, leaping every barrier, are thus
wantonly sporting with our distresses, and
bathing themselves in the blood of our coun-
trymen? may America never retain such
mean, dastardly sentiments! for my own part,
if 1 may be indulged, I would entreat,
I would conjure every one, who as a parent
feels for the welfare of his posterity, to
imitate the example of the renowned Cartha-
genian.t Lead your soms, ye fathers, not to

¢ Delsuncy’s Farm.

4 As Hannibal, then about nine years old, was soothing
with childish caresses his father, Hamilcar, to take him
slong with him to Spain, whither, after finishing the war in
Africa, he was now about to transport his troops, and was
sacrificing for success in that expedition, he was led by
his father to the altar, and with his hand on the victim,
was bound by this solemn oath, ** that as soon as he
should have it in his power, be would declare himself an
enemy to the Roman people.”

Livy, B. 31. ck. 1.
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the altar of paganism, and under the tutelage
of some unknown deity, but to the sacred altar
of freedom, and while the guardian God of
America is witness to the solemn obligation,
make them swear that they will never be
friends to a power, who are thus sacrificing
their dearest privileges. Ring in their young
ears the dreadful tale of murders, rapes, and
massacres. Paint to them the conduct of Bri-
tain, as displayed in her arms in different parts
of America, till their young breasts glow with
ardor, and thus early catching the flame of
patriotism, they may, through life, pursue un-
daunted so glorious an object. Pleased with
such an invocation, the shades of our fathers
will rejoice over their posterity, and the angels
of love and purity will look down delighted.

No one, I think, can suppose these thoughts
proceed from rage or passion. They are the
cool dictates of my heart. I love my country;
her distresses affect me; nor, from this mo-
ment, do I ever wish a reconciliation with a
power, whose prosperity must be founded on
my utter destruction.

1 have now, my countrymen, endeavored to
exhibit the fatal effects of standing armies in
time of peace; not from abstract reasoning,
but as they exist in fact, and now prevailin our
distressed land. Here I would remark, that it
is standing armies in time of peace, and the
consequences thence resulting, that we are
now deprecating. Armies, in defence of our
country, unjustly invaded, are necessary, and
in the highest sense justifiable. We, my friends,
attacked by an arbitrary tyrant, under the
sanction of a force, the effects of which, we
have attempted to illustrate, have been obliged
to make the last solemn appeal. And!I cannot
but feel a pleasing kind of transport, when 1
see America, undaunted by the many trying
scenes that have attended her, still baffling the
efforts of the most formidable power in Europe,
and exhibiting an instance unknown in history.
To see an army of veterans, who had fought
and conquered in different quarters of the
globe—headed by a general tutored in the
field of war, illustrious by former victories, and
flushed with repeated successes, threatening,
with all the pomp of expression, to spread hav-
oc, desolation, and ruin around him; to see
such a soldiery and such a general, yielding to
an hardy race of men, new to the field of war;
while on the one hand it exalts the character
of the latter, convincingly proves the folly of
those who, under pretence of having a body of
troops bred to war, and ever ready for action,
adopt this dangerous system, in subversion of
every principle of lawful government. Here
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if, after having depictured scenes of so distress-
ing a nature, it may not appear too descending
1 could not forbear smiling at the British gen-
eral and his troops who, not willing to reflect
on their present humiliating condition, affect
the air of arrogant superiority. But Americans
have learnt them that men, fighting on the
principles of freedom and honor, despise the
examples that have been set them by an ene-
my; and though, in the field, they can brave
every danger in defence of those principles, to
a vanquished enemy they know how to be
generous ; but that this is a generosity not
weak and unmeaning, but founded on just sen-
timents, and if wantonly presumed upon, will
never interfere with that national justice, which
ever ought, and lately has been properly
exerted. *

But while, with the warmest gratitude to
heaven, we view our late successes, and are at
a loss to express our acknowledgment to the
illustrious hero, who was the instrument, and
whose name to remotest ages will be ever
dear to these New England states, let us not
forget our situation. There is an army, and a
very powerful one, still existing in the heart of
America. Methinks the reputation of past
successes should animate every inbabitant of
America to fly to arms; and by one general
exertion utterly expel this last, this only re-
maining power of Great Britain on the con-
tinent. Ye, to whom the sacred, the important
system of government is committed—ye men
of sense and virtue—ye patriots, who feel an

_ affection for your country and posterity, let me
conjure you to seize the present opportunity,
happier than we could ever have expected, and
which once omitted may never be again in our
power.

I would not pretend to insinuate, that this is
the only point which ought to be under imme-
diate consideration, by a wise people or their
delegates. But this 1 will venture to affirm,
that unless this is the governing sentiment, in
every deliberation, every other thing is super-
fluous. Let us then rise superior to every pri-
vate local attachment. As we are embarked
on one broad bottom of universal freedom, let
us attend to this most pressing occasion ; an
occasion providentially offered for future secu-
rity and happiness. If a royal army, though
weak in its number, can thus insult us un-
punished, the most slender imagination can
casily foresee what must be the effects of a
still greater force. I wish that the present
generation, I wish that posterity may not feel-
ingly reproach our inactivity.

Shall the frequent calls of our exalted
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general, who seems to have been raised up by

heaven, to show to what an height humanity

may soar; who generously sacrificing affluence

and domestic ease, wishes to share with you

in every danger and distress, shall his frequent

calls be in vain ? remember, my countrymen,

the eyes of the good and great, in every clime,

are upon the present contest. Liberty, dis-
gusted at scenes of cruelty and oppression,

has left her ancient altars, and is now hovering
to fix her last residence in America. Our ex-
ertions have hitherto been great and success-
ful. Let not the ashes of Warren, Mont-
gomery, and the illustrious roll of heroes, who
died for freedom, reproach our inactivity and

want of spirit, in not completing this grand
superstructure ; the pillars of which have been

cemented with the richest blood of America,

May that same ardor, which has rendered
America famous, still continue, and looking
forward to those happy days of liberty and

peace, which our posterity shall enjoy, let us

exult at the thought, that future generations, -
while they reap the glorious fruits of our
struggles, will rise up and call us blessed.

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH
5 1779.

BY WILLIAM TUDOR, ESQ.

—————~———Sed et illa propago
Contemptrix superum ssevasque avidissima ceedis
Et violenta fuit. Ov.M.L.I.F. s

‘Whatever secondary props may rise

From politics, to build the public peace,

The basis is, £ke manners of the land —Y ounc.

Fathers, countyymen, friends—* That man
was born to delude and be deluded ; to believe
whatever is taught, and bear whatsoever is
imposed,” are political dogmas which have .
long afforded matter for exultation and security
to dignified villains, from the sceptered tyrant,
to the meanest minion of power. But however
confirmed they may have been by the passive
conduct of the greatest part of mankind, you,
my fellow-citizens, thank God, you are an
exception to their truth, The numerous, the
respectable assembly which now crowd this
hallowed temple, are an exalted exception to
maxims as disgraceful as they are general.
Ever vigilantly attentive to the sacred, inalien-
able rights of man; equally studious in the
glorious principles of liberty, as intrepidly
determined to preserve inviolate the inesti-
mable privileges she bestows ; you are now con-
vened not merely to commemorate this anni-
versary, but solemnly to renew the resolves,
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which freedom, wisdom, virtue, honor inspire ;
and not barely resolve, but I trust, steadily to
pursue the execution of resolutions which have
resulted from deliberate investigation and full
conviction.

To so intelligent, so well informed an audi-
tory, it must be unnecessary to deduce the
origin of civil society, which, founded in recip-
rocal advantage, and springing from social
virtue, on the combined necessities and assist-
ance of individuals, built the general happiness
—a happiness thus instituted, nothing but
public spirit, and a union of force and of coun-
cil can preserve: I must therefore request
your indulgence, whilst I rather point out those
evils which the concurrent experience of ages
and nations prove to be subversive of every
good proposed from civil compact. Little
solicitous of rhetorical applause, I shall offer
you my sentiments as they arise warm from a
heart devoted to the interests of this my parent
country, in language that becomes a freeman
to use when addressing a free assembly.

Similar causes will forever operate like effects
in the political, moral, and physical world:
those vices which ruined the illustrious repub-
lics of Greece, and the mighty commonwealth
of Rome, and which are now ruining Great
Britain, so late the first kingdom of Europe,
must eventually overturn every state, where
their deleterious influence is suffered to prevail.
Need I add that luxury, corruption, and stand-
ing armies are those destructive efficients ?

Luxury no sooner finds admittance into a
state than she becomes the parent of innumer-
able evils, public and domestic ; her contagious
influence is soon felt in society, and her bane-
ful effects discovered by a general dissipation
of manners, and a declension of private virtue,
which begets effeminate habits, and by a natu-
ral gradation, a base pliability of spirit.

Luxury is ever the foe of independence, for
at the same time that it creates artificial wants
it precludes the means of satisfying them. It
first makes men necessitous, and then depend-
ent. It first unfits men for patriotic energies,
and soon teaches them to consider public virtue
as a public jest.

At such a period, corruption finds an easy
access to men’s hearts. To the promotion of
interested pursuits, and the gratification of
voluptuous wishes, a ready sacrifice is made
of the general good at the shrine of power.
Then slumbers that virtuous jealousy of public
men and public measures, which was wont to
scrutinize not only actions but motives: then
nods that active zeal, which, with eagle eye
watched, and with nervous arm defended the
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constitution. Every day new inroads are made
upon public liberty, while encroachments, like
temptations, grow more frequent and more
dangerous in proportion as the power of resist-
ance decreases. Thus, before a nation is com-
pletely deprived of freedom, she must be fitted
for slavery by her vices.

Generally, but not always, for we have known
a people ruled by a despot, who, from a private
station, rose to uncontrolled dominion, at a
time when they were sternly virtuous. And
this mode of introducing bondage is ever to be
apprehended at the close of a successful strug-
gle for liberty, when a triumphant army, elated
with victories, and headed by a popular general
may become more formidable than the tyrant
that has been expelled. Witness the last cen-
tury in the English history! witness the aspir-
ing Cromwell/

This audacious citizen, entrusted by his
country with the command of her armies, to
chastise the man whom previous folly* had
enthroned, and who soon presumed to treat his
subjects, as all kings are wont to do, with con-
tempt and injury, had no sooner despatched
the foolish, imperious monarch, than he at-
tempted to succeed him: with a little manage-
ment, he soon found his army as disposed to
regify him, as they had been to depose Charles,
With these mercenary associates at his heels,
he appeared in the synod of the state, and
dared with force displace the most glorious
band of patriots that ever led a tyrant from his
throne to a- scaffold. Not content with this
enormous outrage upon the constitution, this
annihilating stroke upon the tottering liberties
of his country, for a time to keep up the form
of a popular government and to bring parlia-
ment into contempt, he convened an house of
commons, constituted entirely of his own
creatures. They met, and in a few months
discovered that they were utterly unequal to
the posts they were raised to, they therefore
petitioned their master to dissolve them.
Cromwell granted their request, and became
sole tyrant of three kingdoms. Tyrant—for of
what consequence is it by what style or under
what modification despotism operates to the
public wrong—dictator, king, protector, it is
not the appellation we reprobate, though even
that we should guard against, but the thing.

¢ If a man in private life finds his oldest son an idiot or
a rascal, he may dispose of his estate among his other
children: but if the beirapparent (in hereditary monarch-
fes) t0 a crown, an inheritance in which millions are inter-
ested, turns to be a blockhead or a villain, still he must be
the king, because such is the line of succession established
by law.—Hence the few princes who have not been

either the scourge or disgrace of the kingdoms they have
ruled.
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Who but must own that Cromwell, under the
name of protector, was as absolute a despot as
he could have been with any other title ?

The first Cesar affords us another instance
among the thousands which history holds up
to our view, to teach us what bold and unprin-
cipled spirits have effected by the aid of armies.
This ambitious subject, having been for several
years engaged in the humane, the soldierly
employment, of slaughtering his fellow-men,
and in extending his conquests over countries
which he had not even a pretence to invade;
this Caesar, who boasted that he had slain a
million of men,* was at length ordered home
by the senate to answer to some charges against
his conduct. Heknew that at such an interview
his sword would be his ablest advocate. He
therefore led his veteran legions, “nothing
loth,” against his country ; passed the Rubicon ;
fought his way to Rome ; plunged a dagger in
her vitals ; impiously trampled on her dearest
rights ; and seized on empire crimsoned, execra-
ble parricade! crimsoned with the richest
blood of Rome’s best citizens !

Too late the patriot poignard reached the
traitor’s heart. Casar fell—alas! the republic
had fallen before. Rome changed her govern-
ors, but the tyranny remained. The same
army that had enabled Julius to triumph over
the liberties of his country, led the cars of
Octavius, Anthony and Lepidus, through seas
of Roman blood, and bade the cursed trium-
virate divide an enslaved world !

If Rome could have been saved, Brutus
and his virtuous associates would have saved
her; but a standing army, and a perpetual
dictator, were, and ever will, prove too hard
for the patriotic few. Learn hence, my coun-
trymen, that a state may sink so low in slavery
that even virtue itself cannot retrieve her.
From these examples, prudence dictates—
resist beginnings. A free and wise people will
never suffer any citizen to become too popular—
much less too powerful. A man may be for-
midable to the constitution even by his virtues.

But why do 1 keep your attention fixed on
remote transactions! our own times furnish
additional and convincing proofs of the destruc-
tive consequences of practical corruption, and
mercenary armies.

Sweden, the bravest, hardiest, freest nation
of the north—Sweden, in one hour, was plunged
from the distinguished heights of liberty into
abject vassalage. What ties can bind a king ?

¢ Plutarch says that Csesar could boast, that he had
slain amillion of men, gave a million thelr liberty, and
made a million
Vid. Plut. in vit. Casar.

OF THE REVOLUTION.

Scarce had Gustavus the Third ascended the
throne of limited monarchy ; scarce had the
roofs of the senate house ceased to reverbe-
rate the insidious accents of his inauguration
speech,* whilst yet the venerable representa-
tives of their country were fondly anticipating
the blessings that would arise from the reign
of so wise, so gracious aking. The unblushing
parricide surrounded with an armed host, the
temple in which the senate was assembled,
planted his cannon against the gates, and with
the swords of his guards at the throats of the

® This speech is inserted at large, not only because it is
fraught with excellent advice, but also to shew how little
reliance ought to be placed on nation speech

The king of Sweden's speech to the states on the 1st of
June, 1773.

** You are this day assembled, in order to confirm in the
manner of your ancestors, the band of union which ties
you to me, and me to you,and both to the whole com-
monwealth ; we must therefore remember, with the most
sensible gratitude, the benevolence of the Almighty, who
has ordered things so, that this very ancient kingdom of
the Swedes and Goths is still existing, after so many
foreign, as well as natural shocks, and that I, in the
throne of my ancestors, can yet address free and indepen-
dent states.

Assured of your hearts, most sincerely proposing to
merit them, and to fix my throne upon your love and
felicity, the public engagement which you are going to
enter into, would, in my opinion, be needless, if ancient
custom and the law of Sweden did not require it of you.
Unhappy the king who wants the tie of oaths to secure
himself on the throne, and who, not assured of the hearts
of his subjects, is constrained to reign only by the force
of laws, when he cannot by the love of his subjects !

I need not put you in mind of the weightiness of the
engagement you are going to take ; the states of Sweden
know best the extreme of their duty to themselvesand the
commonwealth ; may concord and harmony ever unite
your hearts ; may foreign views and private gain ever be
sacrificed to public interest ; may this alone be a perpetual
bond of union amongst you ; and may the ambition of any
part of you, never raise any such disturbances as may
endanger the freedom and independency of the whole
commonwealth !

Gentlemen of the honse of nobles,

Preserve always the honor and intrepidity of your an-
cestors ; be an example to your fellow-citizens ; and, as
you are the first order of the kingdom, be also the first in
virtue and love of your country.

Good men of the revevend order of clergy,

May mutual friendship and peace, obedience to the
laws, reverence to God and the king, bear witness to me
and the country, of your zeal in the execution of the sa~
cred office, with which you are entrusted |

Good men of the vespectabdle order of burghers,

Strive always with your fellow-subjects who shall con-
tribute the most to the public good ; may the fruits of the
extensive share which belongs to you, be general credit
and confidence, useful institutions, frugal living, and
moderate gain, which lead to sure and certain wealth.

Good men of the worthy order of peasants,

May piety, diligence, temperance, and old Swedish
faith and modesty, be the strongest confirmation of the
honor always due to that order which gives subsistence
to all the others ; an honor which the Swedish peasants
have at all times attained.

‘This is all I ask of you, when you observe this, you per-
form in the best manner, that duty to me, and your coun-
try, which according to the Swedish laws, I now call
upon you to confirm by oath.”




MASSACHUSETTS.

senators, demanded immediate absolution from
his coronation oath, by which he had most
sacredly bound himself to preserveinviolate the
laws and liberties of the Swedes ! astonishing
that a stripling, whose language breathed the
glowing sentiments of enthusiastic generosity,
80 natural to youth, could, with such facility,
set at defiance all that is held sacred, honora-
ble and obligatory among men ! but the lust of
domination, so natural to human nature, will
ever prove too hard for the checks of con-
science and the dictates of right, when a favo-
rable opportunity presents to gratify it. Gus-
tavus, knowing that the army were ready to
assist his iniquitous designs (as all standing
armies are to promote despotism, because
under such a system of rule, soldiers must be
necessary and consequently favored) the bar-
riers raised by justice and his plighted faith to
Sweden, became slight indeed. Force backed
inclination, and Gustavus changed circum-
scribed authority, for unconfined sovereignty.*

Let us now turn our eyes to that nation
whom we once did love, and with whom we
had yet been friends, had not an unparalleled
series of folly and cruelty, compelled us to re-
nounce the pleasing relationship. A short
retrospect of whose public conduct, subsequent
to the last war, will afford many and important
instructions.

In 1763 peace was restored after a war of
seven years, successfully waged in every quar-
ter of the globe. At that period what an un-
rivalled figure did Great Britain stand amongst
the nations ! great beyond all former example,
in arms, in commerce, and in wealth. Not a
comer of the earth bat had witnessed her
achievements. Wheresoever she directed her
armies, victory and conquest attended ; while
her irresistible navy, thundering over every
ocean, not only subdued, but annihilated the
fleets of her enemies.

Triumphant in war, not less distinguished
in peace. In many of the polite, in most of
the useful arts and sciences, superior to her
neighbors. In commerce unequalled; not a
sea but bore, not a wind but wafted her count-
less ships laden with the riches of the earth,
and made her crowded ports the marts of the
world. Late glorious nation, how art thou
fallen, how lost ! from so envied, so stupendous
an height, by the perverted will of thy in-
fatuated monarch, and the pernicious counsels

® For an historical account of this revolution, vid.

Geantleman's Magazine for 1773, page 397, &c. For the
Swedish constitution, vid. the abbot Vertot.

For a complete system of despotism, see the lex regia
of Denmark, constituted by Frederick 3d,in 166s, and
published by Christian sth, in 1683.
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of his nefarious ministers. Driven to the fear-
ful edge of ruin, we now behold thee tottering
o’er the gulf of annihilation, whilst France and
her allies urge thee over the irremediable steep !

When we consider the capital defects in the
English constitution —the character of her
present weak and ambitious + monarch —the
luxury, dissipation and venality of her influen-
tial men, we shall cease to wonder at her de-
clension and present circumstances.

In a limited monarchy, where the prince, as
supreme executive magistrate, and first branch
of the legislature, is invested with the important
prerogative of making peace and war, is con-
stituted the sole fountain of honor, and be-
comes the exclusive disposer of every lucrative
and honorable appointment, civil, ecclesiastic,
and military, his influence becomes too enor-
mous to be compatible with the public liberty:
but if to such extravagant powers (by a fatal
error in the constitution, placed in the hands
of the prince) he should superadd a detestable
system of corruption to bribe the representa-
tives of the people (a system which, during the
reign of his present Britannic majesty, hath
been urged to its utmost possible extent) the
worst species of vassalage must ensue. That
equipoise between the respective branches of
the legislature (in which the seeming theoretic
excellence of the English constitution consists)
will be totally destroyed; the executive will
involve the powers of the legislative, and whilst
the letter and formalities of the constitution
are retained, its spirit and intendment will be
totally lost. An absolutely arbitrary, with the
forms of a free government (that worst and
surest of all tyrannies) will gradually succeed,
and be finally established, unless a total revolu-
tion is happily effected by timely exertions of
the people, before the despot has strengthened
himself with a mercenary army, and forever
closed their chains.

But this tyranny is already established in
Great Britain : for what hopes can Britons en-
tertain of effecting a revolution, whilst the crown,
by the multiplicity of gifts in its power, can
maintain an infamous majority in each house
of parliament to legalize, and a standing army
to enforce, its projects, however imperious, in-
human or unjust. In vain, a few wise and
virtuous nen see and lament their dishonorable
situation—an army of forty thousand soldiers,
in time of peace, and a still more numerous
band of placemen and pensioners, properly
disposed throughout the kingdom, effectually
stifle in their birth every effort of patriotism
to restore the constitution to its primeval
principles.



Such is the boasted constitution, such the
prince, and such the present condition of the
people of Britain, Unhappy nation, thus con-
stitutionally enslaved—thus legally undone ! un-
worthy descendants of illustrious ancestors—
thus to suffer your most essential rights to be
bartered away, your government not only cor-
rupted, but perverted to purposes diametrically
opposite to its original intention. An house of
commons, at first constituted to watch over
and preserve your rights and immunities from
the encroaching steps of ambitious princes,
you have permitted to become an engine in the
hands of royalty, the more effectually to abridge
" aor nullify those rights, A parliament, consti-
tuted the stewards of your property, who,
instead of guarding it from theinsatiable grasp
of royal avidity, you patiently see lavishingly
indulging the utmost extravagance of regal
profusion ; granting enormous sums for effect-
jng the most pernicious purposes, traitorously
leaguing with the servants of the crown in
loading you with intolerable taxes, and, sharers
in the spoil, prodigally complying with the
most unbounded demands of ministerial rapa-
city, while they, at the same time, treacherously
unite to screen the most infamous defaulters
of the public money. Instead of bravely draw-
ing your swords in defence of your freedom
and national honor, you first tamely acquiesced
in an insidious and ignominious law,* by
which you were basely disarmed, like slaves,
and then from necessity, submitted to keeping
on foot, in time of peace, a standing army,
that, in time of war, had been raised profes-
sedly for the defence of the national territories
from foreign attacks—an army which you now
behold without shame and without regret,
spreading devastation and horror over a late
peaceful and happy country; and having at
length dismembered the empire, are now at-
tempting to reduce us to the most infamous
and most miserable of all conditions, that of
being the conquered vassals of your weak, vin-
dictive, despotic monarch.

Degenerate sons of mighty fathers! how
poor is the consolation for the loss of essential
rights, that you still retain the empty privilege
of pasquinading your king and his ministers,
whilst you are destitute of that public spirit
and solid virtue which should purge your cor-
rupted government and reform your wretched
constitution.

From subjection to a government, thus de-
fective and corrupt, and thus vilely adminis-

* Vid. Statutes at large—Particularly a Geo. 3d. ch. 29,
and 1oth Geo. 3d. ch. 19 and Black. Com. B. 3. ch. 37.~
For the game and forest laws.
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tered, what freeman would not struggle for an
emancipation ? but if there is an American
present, who can yet secretly wish for a re«
union with this nation, and a share in her ideal
privileges, let him for a moment consider the
innumerable indignities which, for fifteen years
back, have been offered us by this haughty
power, added to the savage barbarities which
they have exercised in every part of America
where their army have made any progress, and
he must blush at the spiritless, the ignoble
sentiment.

In 1764 the plan for raising a revenue from
this country was resolved on by the British
ministry, and their obsequious parliament were
instructed to pass an act for that purpose.
Not content with having for a century directed
the entire commerce of America, and centered
its profits in their own island, thereby deriving
from the colonies every substantial advantage
which the situation and transmarine distance
of the country could afford them : not content
with appointing the principal officers in the dif-
ferent governments, while the king had a nega-
tive upon every law that was enacted: not
content with our supporting the whole charge
of our municipal establishments, although their
own creatures held the chief posts therein
not content with laying external duties upon
our mutilated and shackled commerce, they,
by this statute, attempted to rob us of even the
curtailed property, the hard-earned peculium
which still remained to us—to create a revenue
for the support of a fleet and army, in reality
to overawe and secure our subjection, not (as
they insidiously pretended) to protect our trade,
or defend our frontiers; the first of which they
annoyed, and the latter deserted. .

After repealing this imperious edict, not
because it was unjust in principle, but inexpedi-
ent in exercise, they proceeded to declare, by a
public act of the whole legislature, that we had
no property but what was at their disposal, and
that Americans, in future, were to hold their
privileges and lives solely on the tenure of the
good will and pleasure of a British parliament.
Acts soon followed correspondent to this un-
righteous determination, which, not quadrating
with American ideas of right, justice and
reason, a fleet and army were sent to give
them that force which laws receive when pro-
mulgated from the mouths of cannon, or at the
points of bayonets.

We then first saw our harbor crowded with
hostile ships, our streets with soldiers—soldiers
accustomed to consider military prowess as the
standard of excellence, and vain of the splendid
pomp attendant on regular armies, they con-
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temptuously looked down on our peaceful
orders of citizens. Conceiving themselves
more powerful, they assumed a. superiority
which they did not feel ; and whom they could
not but envy, they affected to despise. Per-
haps, knowing they were sent, and believing
they were able to subdue us, they thought it
was not longer necessary to observe any meas-
ures with slaves—hence that arrogance in the
carriage of the officers—hence that licentious-
ness and brutality in the common soldiers,
which at length broke out with insufferable
violence, and proceeding to personal insults and
outrageous assaults on the inhabitants, soon
roused them to resentment, and produced the
catastrophe which we now commemorate. The
immediate horrors of that distressful night*
have been so often and so strikingly painted,
that I shall not again wring your feeling
bosoms with the affecting recital: to the faith-
ful pen of history I leave them to be repre-
sented as the horrid prelude to those more
extensive tragedies which, under the direction
of a most obdurate and sanguinary prince, have
since been acted in every corner of America
where his armies have been able to pene-
trate.

Our citizens who fell on that memorable
night, falling bequeathed us this salutary les-
son, written indelibly with their blood. Con-
fusion, murders, and misery must ever be the
consequence of mercenary standing armies
cantoned in free cities.t

My countrymen, suffer not the slaughtered
brethren we now lament to have bled in vain;
let us forever retain the important lesson, and
they will not have ineffectually fallen. Security
shall spring from their tombs, and their deaths
preserve the lives of citizens yet unborn. Suc-
ceeding generations shall celebrate the era of
this anniversary as the epoch of American
triumph, not as a day of sadness ; and future
patriots nobly envy the death of those, who
dying taught their countrymen experimental
wisdom.

. -Hecatea vocat altera, ssevam

Altera Tisiphonen serpentes, atque videres
Infernas errare Canes; Lunamque rubentem
Ne foret his Testis post magna latere sepulchra.

Hor. L.1.5.8.
+ Bt altis urbibus ultimes
Stetere Causse cur perirent

Funditus imprimeretque muris
Hoetile aratrum Exercitus insolens.

Hor. Lib. I. Car. 16.
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ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH §,
1780.

BY MR. JONATHAN MASON, JUN.

“ Devotion to the public. Glorious fiame !
Celestial ardor ! in what unknown worlds
Hast thou been blessing myriads since in Rome,
Old virtuous Rome, s0 many deathless names
From thee their lustre drew ? since tanght by thee
Their poverty put splendor to the blush,
Pain grew luzurious, and even death delight.”

Thomson, vol. . §. 336.

4 Unblest by pirfse, government and league
Becomes a circling junto of the great
‘To rob by law————
‘What are without ¢ senates, save a face
Of consultation deep and reason free,
While the determin’d voice and heart are sold ?
‘What boasted freedom, save a sounding name ?
And what election, but a market vile
Of slavery self-barter'd ? '—/d. . 3.

My friends and fellow citizens—That the
greatness and prosperity of a people depend
upon the proportion of public spirit and the
love of virtue which is found to exist among
them, seems to be a maxim established by the
universal consent, and I may say, experience
of all ages. .

Man is formed with a constitution wonder-
fully adapted for social converse and connec-
tion. Scarcely ushered into the world, but his
wants teach him his inability, of himself, to
provide for them. Wrapt in astonishment,
with an anxiety inexpressible, the solitary exist-
ent looks around for the aid of some friendly
neighbor, and should he perchance meet the
desired object; should he find one, endowed
with intellectual faculties, beset with the same
wants and weaknesses, and in all respects the
very image of himself; should he find him with
a heart open to mutual kind offices, and a hand
stretched out to bestow a proportion of his
labor, with a bosom glowing with gratitude, his
soyl is on the wing to express the sense he
entertains of the generous obligation.

A confidence is established between him and
his benefactor, they swear perpetual friendship,
and a compact for mutual protection and assist-
ance becomes imperceptibly consented to.
Thus doubly armed, together they pursue their
morning route to satisfy those demands only
which nature reminds them of, and while the
ingenuity of the one is exercised to ensnare,
the strength of the other is, perhaps, employed
to subdue their vigorous opponent.

Their little family soon increases ; and as
their social ring becomes gradually enlarged,
their obligations to each other are equally cir-
cular. Honest industry early teaches them,
that a part only is sufficient to provide for the
whole, and that a portion of their time may be
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spared to cull the conveniences as well as
appease the wants of nature. Property and
personal security appear to be among the first
objects of their attention, and acknowledged
merit receives the unanimous suffrage to pre-
side guardian over the rights and privileges of
their infant society. The advantages derived
are in a moment experienced. Their little
policy, erected upon the broad basis of equality,
they know of no superiority but that which
virtue and the love of the whole demands;
and while, with cheerfulness, they entrust to
his care a certain part of their natural rights,
to secure the remainder, the agreement is
mutual, and the obligation upon his part
equally solemn and binding to resign them
back, eitherat the instance and request of their
sovereign pleasure, or whensoever the end
should be perverted for which he received
them.

Integrity of heart, benevolence of disposition,
the love of freedom and public spirit, are con-
spicuous excellencies in this select neighbor-
hood. Lawless ambition is without a friend,
and the insinuating Professional pleas of
tyrants, ever accompanied by the magnificence
and splendor of luxury,* are unheard of among
them; but simple in their manners, and
honest in their intentions, their regulations are
but few and those expressive, and without the
aid of extreme refinement,t by a universal ad-
herence to the spirit of their constitution, and
to those glorious principles from which that
spirit originated, we find them attaining real
glory—we find them crowned with every bles-
sing that human nature hath ever known of—
we find them in the possession of that summit
of solid happiness that universal depravity will
admit of.

Patriotism is essential to the preservation
and well being of every free government. To
love one’s country} has ever been esteemed
honorable ; and under the influence of this

® A mode of living abore a man's annual income
‘weakens the state, by reducing to poverty not only the
squanderers themselves, but many innocent and industri-
ous persons connected with them. Luxury isabove all
pemicious in a commercial state. Small profits satisfy the
frugal and industrious, but the luxurious despise almost
every branch of trade but what returns great profits.
Home's Hist. o/ Man, vol. 3. §. 113.
In the savage state man is almost all body with a very
small proportion of mind. In the maturity of civil society,
he is complete both in mind and body. In a state of de-
generacy by luxury and voluptuousness, he has neither
mind nor body. Id. x34.
t There are very few laws which are not good while
the state retains its principles. Montesq. 6. 8. 6. 13.
$ The amor patrise, or patriotism, stands at the head of
social affections, and 80 high in our esteem, that no

actions, but what proceed from it, are termed grand or | rect.

heroic. It triumphs over every selfish motive, is & irm
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noble passion, every social virtue is cultivated,
freedom prevails through the whole, and the
public good is the object of every one's con-
cern. A constitution, built upon such princi-
ples, and put in execution by men possessed
with the love of virtue and their fellow-men,
must always ensure happiness to its members.
The industry of the citizen will receive encour-
agement, and magnanimity, heroism and
benevolence will be esteemed the admired
qualifications of the age. Every, the least in-
vasion on the public liberty, is considered as
an infringement on that of the subject; and
feeling himself roused at the appearance of
oppression, with a divine enthusiasm, he flies
to obey the summons of his country, and does
she but request, with zeal he resigns the life
of the individual for the preservation of the
whole.

Without some portion of this generous prin-
ciple, anarchy and confusion would immediately
ensue, the jarring interests of individuals, re-
garding themselves only, and indifferent to the
welfare of others, would still further heighten
the distressing scene, and with the assistance
of the selfish passions, it would end in the ruin
and subversion of the state. But where patri-
otism is the leading principle, unanimity is
conspicuous in public and private councils.
The constitution receives for its stability the
united efforts of every individual, and revered
for its justice, admired for its principle, and
formidable for its strength, its fame reaches to
the skies.

Should we look into the history of the ancient
republics, we shall find them a striking example
of what I have asserted, and in no part of their
progress to greatness, producing so many
illustrious actions, and advancing so rapidly in
the road to glory, as when actuated by public
spirit and the love of their country. The
Greeks in particular.ever held such sentiments
as these in the highest veneration, and with
such sentiments as these alone they established
their freedom, and finally conquered the in-
numerable armies of the east.

When Xerxes,* the ambitious prince of
Persia, vainly thinking that nature and the
very elements were subject to his control,
inflamed with the thoughts of conquest, threat-
ening the seas, should they resist, with his dis-
pleasure, and the mountains, should they oppose
his progress: when, after having collected the
armies of the then known world under his

support to every virtue, and wherever it prevails the
morals of the people are found to be pure and cor~
Elements of Criticism,

* Herod, C. F. C. s3, 99 and Rollin An. His
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banners, he entered the bowels of Greece, lead-
ing forth his millions, resolutely bent upon the
destruction and extirpation of this small but
free people, what do we perceive to be their
conduct upon so alarming an occasion ? do they
tamely submit without a struggle? do they
abandon the property, their liberties, and
their country, to the fury of these merciless
invaders ? do they meanly supplicate the favor,
or intreat the humanityof this haughty prince ?
no ! sensible of the justice of their cause, and
that valor is oftentimes superior to numbers;
undaunted by the appearance of this innumer-
able host, and fired with the glorious zeal, they,
with one voice, resolve to establish their liber-
ties, or perish in the attempt.

View them at the moment when the armies
of their enemies, like an inundation, overspread
their whole Grecian territory ; when oppression
scemed as though collecting its mighty force,
and liberty lay fettered at the shrine of ambi-
tion ; then shone forth the heavenly principle,
then flamed the spirit of the patriot, and laying
aside all sentiments of jealousy, as though
favored with the prophetic wisdom of heaven,
with bravery unexampled, they charge their foe,
and fighting in defence of their country, success
crowns virtuous attempt. With three hun-
dred Lacedemonians,* one only of whom was
left to tell the fate of these intrepid men to their
weeping country, they conquered the combined
force of the whole eastern world.

The privileges and immunities of the states
of Holland,t after a contest of forty years, in
which they withstood the exertions of their
powerful neighbors, being established by the
force of this single principle, which appears to
prevail both in the senate and the field, might
also be adduced in support of what I have
advanced ; but, my fellow-countrymen, we can-
not want additional proofs; the living history
of our own times, will carry conviction to the
latest posterity, that nostate, that no community,
I may say that no family, nay even that no
individual can possibly flourish and be happy
without some portion of this sacred fire. It
was this that raised America from being the
haunt of the savage, and the dwelling-place of

* These brave Lacedemonians thought it became them
who were the choicest soldiers of the chief people of
Greece, to devote themselves to certain death, in order to
make the Persians sensible how difficult it is to reduce
freemen to slavery, and to teach the rest of Greece, by
their example, either to vanquish orto perish. A moau~
ment was afterwards erected to the memory of Leonidas
and those who fell with him at Thermopylse ; upon which
was this inscription :

Dic hospes, Spartanis te hic vidisse jacentus
Dum, sanctis patriz legibus obsequimur.—Rellin.
*+ Temple’s Obsarvation.
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the beast, to her present state of civilization
and opulence : it was this that hath supported
her under the severest trials: it was this that
taught her sons to fight, to conquer and to die
in support of freedom and its blessings; and
what is it, but this ardent love of liberty, that
has induced you, my fellow-citizens, to attend
on this solemn occasion, again to encourage
the streams of sensibility, and to listen with so
much attention and candor to one of the
youngest of your fellow-citizens, whose youth
and inability plead powerfully against him,
while the annual tribute is paid to the memory
of those departed citizens, who fell the first
sacrifices to arbitrary power. Check not such
generous feelings. They are the fruits of virtue
and humanity, and” while the obligations you
remain under to those unhappy men, lead you
to shed the sympathetic tear, to dwell with
pleasure upon their memories, and execrate
the causes of their death, remember that you
can never repay them. Ever bear it in your
minds, that so implicit was the confidence you

-willingly placed in that country, that owed to

you her affection, that, notwithstanding the
introduction of that inhuman weapon of tyrants
into the very heart of your peaceful villages,
you still would fain rely on their deceitful asser-
tions, and paint the deformed monster to
your imaginations as the minister of peace and
protection. Men, born in the bosom of liberty,
in the exercise of the social affections in their
full vigor, having once fixed them upon partic~
ular objects, they are not hastily eradicated.
Unaccustomed to sport with, and wantonly
sacrifice these sensible overflowings of the
heart, to run the career of passion and blinded
lust, to be familiar with vice, and sneer at
virtue, to surprise innocence by deceitful cun-
ning and assume the shape of friendship to con-
ceal the greater enmity, you could not at once
realize the fixed the deliberate intention of
those from whom you expected freedom, to
load you with slavery and chains, and not till
insult repeated upon insult; not till oppression
stalked at noon-day through every avenue in
your cities: nay, not till the blood of your
peaceful brethren flowed through your streets,
was the envenomed serpent to be discovered in
the bushes : not till a general trespass had been
made upon the keenest feelings of human
nature, and the widowed mother was summoned
to entomb the cold remains of her affectionate
son; the virtuous bosom to resign its tender
partner, and social circles their nearest friends,
could you possibly convince yourselves that you
and Britain were to be friends no more.
Thrice happy day! the consequences of which :
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have taught the sons of America, that a pro-
per exercise of public spirit and the love of
virtue hath been able to surprise and bafile the
most formidable and most powerful tyranny on
earth.

// Patriotism is a virtue which will ever be

. universally admired, even by those incapable
*.of possessing it. Its happy effects are equally
visible in individuals as in states, and if we
bestow a moment’s reflection upon the heroes
of antiquity, who have been deservedly cele-
brated by succeeding generations, both for
their abilities and conduct, we shall find that
the true source of their greatness was this
spirit of freedom, and their inviolable attach-
ment to the interest of their country.

With an attentive silence we listen to the
historian while he relates to us the integrity of
conduct, the invincible courage, the earnest
glow of soul, and the ardent love of liberty
which was exhibited in the lives of those illus-
trious men, and so great were their virtues that
we are scarce able to credit them, but as the
dreams of fancy, or the fictions of the in-
genious,

It is recorded of the celebrated Timoleon,*
general of Corinth, that notwithstanding he
was blest with a temper singularly humane,
and with feelings that were ever roused at the
miseries of his fellow-men, he loved his country
so passionately, that after making use of every
argument in his power to convince an elder
brother of his error, for attempting to become
the tyrant of it, he devoted him to death; a
brother on whom he had previously placed his
affection, and whose life being exposed to the
fire of the enemy in a severe battle, he had
before saved at the great risk of his own.
Even in old age, after a period of rigid retire-
ment for twenty years, we are attracted by the
disinterested conduct of this exalted patriot.

When the Syracusians, groaning under every
species of cruelty, which lust, avarice and ambi-
tion could inflict, supplicated their generous
neighbors for assistance to alleviate those
miseries they themselves had been exposed to,
Timoleon, urged to accept the command of the
Corinthian auxiliaries, at first hesitated, his
age, his manners, his private happiness and
the endearments of his family forbade it ; but
sensible that he was but a member of the
community, and stung by the cries of inno-
cence, his inclinations were of but trivial
moment in competition with his duty.

View him at the head of his chosen army,
assembled to plead the cause of suffering
virtue. In possession of arms and of power,

* Rollin.

OF THE REVOLUTION.,

if inclined to pervert them, are his principles
changed with his station? are his thoughts
bent on conquest or on death? or does he
entertain a secret wish to seize the moment of
confidence, or build his greatness upon the
ruins of the distressed, or to remove one
tyrant to reinstate another? no! but fired
with a generous glow of soul, fired with the
manly sentiments of freedom. with an implaca-
ble hatred to oppression of all kinds, he
marches his troops to the deliverance of his
afflicted people, and with a firmness becoming
soldiers fighting under the standard of liberty,
after a series of fatigue and toil, harassing
marches and fierce conflicts, he dethrones the
tyrant, and is proclaimed the deliverer of Syra-
cuse. Having restored tranquillity to this
unhappy country, repeopled their cities, revived
their laws, and dispensed justice to all ranks
and classes, he resigned his command, and
retreated once again to the private walks of
life, accompanied with the grateful acknowledg-
ments of millions, as the patron of their liberty
and the savior of their country. Happy man!
endowed with such a noble soul, prone to feel
for the misfortunes, and rejoice in the happi-
ness of his fellow-creatures.

But why need we resort to distant ages to
furnish us with instances of the effects of
patriotism upon individuals? will not the
present day afford at least one illustrious
example to our purpose ? yes, my fellow-coun-
trymen, America, young America too, can
boast her patriots and heroes, men who have
saved their country by their virtues, whose
characters posterity will admire, and with a
pleased attention, listen on tiptoe to the story
of their glorious exertions. Let us pause a
moment only upon the select catalogue, and
take the first upon the list.

View him in his private station, and here, as
though Providence for his excellencies had
selected him for her own from the extensive
circle of humanity, we perceive him enjoying
her richest dispensations. By an affluent for-
tune, placed beyond the reach of poverty or
dependence, blessed with the social circle of
friends, and happily connected by yet more
endearing ties, peaceful reflections are his
companions through the day, and the soothing
slumbers of innocence hover over his couch;
charity presides steward of his household,
and the distressed are ever sure to receive
from his bosom that sigh which never fails to
console, and from his cheek the alleviating tear
of sympathy. Having reached the summit of
human felicity, beyond even the picture of his
most sanguine expectations, it is indifferent to
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him, as an individual, whether prince or people
rule the state, but nurtured in the bosom of
freedom, endowed with a greatness of soul,
swallowed up with public spirit and the love of
mankind, does oppression scatter her baleful
prejudices, does ambition rear its guilty crest,
friends,* relations and fortunes are like the
dust of the balance. The pleas of nature give
way to those of his country, and urged on by
heavenly motives, he flies instantly to her
relief. See him, while grief distracts his bosom
at the effusion of human blood, grasp the sword
of justice and buckle on the harness of the war-
rior. See him, with fortitude unparalleled, with
perseverance indefatigable, deaf to pleasure and
despising corruption, cheerfully encountering
the severest tasks of duty, and the hardest
toils of a military life. Modest in prosperity,
and shining like a meteor in adversity, we
behold this patriotic hero, with a small army
of determined freemen, attacking, fighting and
conquering an army composed of the bravest
veteran troops of Britain.

And shall we, my countrymen, stop the cur-
rent of gratitude ? ‘and can we forbear testi-
fying our joy upon the success of such singular
exertions ? shall we seal his death before we
thank him for his services ? by no means.—Our
acknowledgments will irresistibly flow from us
to this deserved object of admiration, and his
very actions will sting the soul of the ungrateful
wretch, until he is forced to admire their lustre,
and confess his inability to equal them.

Some there are who, Roman-like, would
banish him for his good conduct ; but while we
copy the spirit of this great people, let us not
be as diligent to catch their vices. Such con-
duct is inconsistent with the sentiments of
freemen, and surely we cannot forget that he
has saved our country.

Rewardst and punishments are in the hands
of the public, and it is equally consistent with
generosity and humanity to bestow the one,
asinflict the other. We cannot be too cautious
in the objects of our gratitude; let merit, con-
spicuous merit, be the standard to which our
praises shall resort, and it will excite a noble
emulation in others, and let us rather forbear
that respect, which is too often found attendant

® Carl sunt parentes, cari liberi, propinqui, familiares,
sed omnes omnium caritates patrise unse complexa est,
pro qua quis bonus dubitet mortem oppetere? Cic,

1 One method of preventing crimes is to reward virtue.
If the rewards for the discovering of useful truths have
increased our knowledge and multiplied good books, is it
ot probable that rewards, distributed by the beneficent
hand of & sovereign, would also multiply virtuous actions ?
‘The coin of honor is inexhaustible, and is abundantly
fraktful in the hands of a prince who distributes it wisely.

P Mary. ¢f Becon.
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upon the rich, though their wealth has been
amassed with the ruin of their country.

But the praises of us are not the patriot’s
only reward; with an approving conscience
sweetening the declivity of life, his invitation is
to the skies, there to receive a far more pre-
cious reward, for the establishment of that
principle to which, since the origin of mankind,
heaven hath paid an immediate attention.

** Where the brave youth with love of glory fired,
‘Who greatly in his country’s cause expired,
Shall know he conquered. The firm patriot there,
Who made the welfare of mankind his care,
Though still by faction, vice, and fortune crost,
Shall find his generous labor was not lost.” —Cate.

Such is the progress of public spirit and the
love of virtue, and it is the only pillar upon
which can safely be erected the happiness of
mankind. Without some play of the social
affections in every society, without some barrier
to oppose the stormy passions of individuals,
without some general attachment to the public
welfare, a door is open to ambition and politi-
cal corruption ; * luxury and selfishness become
fashionable vices, and the spirit of the govern-
ment is perverted ; the public good is neglected,
the riches of the state insecure, the liberty of
the subject slighted, and the attempt of the
tyrant made successful by the follies of the
people.

What but the want of patriotism, that hath
buried in ruins the mighty empires of Greece
and Rome, that standing armies, the scourge
of the innocent, prevail throughout all Europe,
that the pages of history present to our view
so melancholy a picture of the human species,
and that America and Britain are not at this
day running the road to greatness and glory
in concert ; and what is it but the want of pa-
triotism that could induce that haughty nation,
divested of every public virtue, of every bosom
feeling, of every pretension to humanity, without
apology or pretext, to usher a standing army,
composed of vagrants, criminals, and mercena-~
ries, into our peaceful country.

O my countrymen, it is the want of pa-
triotism that we are at this time called to weep
over the wanton massacre of innocent men;
that this is not the only house of mourning;
that the fields of America have become devoted
to war, and scenes of slaughter familiar to her
sons ; that our oppressors yet persist in their
destructive system of tyranny, and if their

® The Assyrian, the Persian and Crmsian, the three
first universal monarchies, finally sunk under luzury and
corruption ; and it is well known that the Romans did not
preserve their liberties for half a century after being'de-

bauched by the luzury of Asia, but fell a prey to its vices ;
and was at length divided by the Goths and Vandals,
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power was equal to their thirst of blood, with
the spirit of ambition by which they are now
directed, would lead them to destroy and extir-
pate the whole human race. But thanks be to
heaven, that by the force of those virtues which
they have discarded, we have nobly resisted
the attempts of these cruel men, and the
miseries they have so profusely dealt out to us,
are returning, with additional vengeance, upon
their own heads. The danger of the issue is
now past, and if we but retain the same pa-
triotic ardor, with which we first defended our
rights from the grasp of our enemies, they are
every day in our power. We have every thing
to hope; they on the other hand have every
thing to fear. Youth, vigor, and the invincible
arm of justice, are on our side:—The genius
of liberty also is our advocate, who, though
persecuted, hath never been conquered.

In our day we are called to see a happy
country laid waste at the shrine of ambition;
to experience those scenes of distress which
history is filled with : but experience rivets its
lessons upon the mind, and if we resolve with
deliberation, and execute with vigor, we may
yet be a free and flourishing people. Repine
not too much at the ravages of war, nor mur-
mur at the dispensations of Providence. We
oftentimes rate our blessings in proportion to
the difficulty in attaining them, and if, without
a struggle, we had secured our liberties, per-
haps we should have been less sensible of their
value. Chastisementsin youth are not without
their advantages; blessings most commonly
spring from them in old age. They lead us to
reflect seriously in the hour of retirement, and
to cherish those qualifications which are fre-
quently lost in the glare of prosperity.

The important prophecy is nearly accom-
plished. The rising glory of this western
hemisphere is already announced, and she is
summoned to her seat among the nations.
We have publicly declared ourselves convinced
of the destructive tendency of standing armies :
we have acknowledged the necessity of public
spirit and the love of virtue to the happiness of
any people, and we profess to be sensible of
the great blessings that flow from them. Let
us not then act unworthy of the reputable
character we now sustain: like the nation we
have abandoned, be content with freedom in
form and tyranny in substance, profess virtue
and practice vice, and canvince an attentive
world that in this glorious struggle for our
lives and properties, the only men capable of
prizing such exalted privileges, were an illus-
trious set of heroes, who have sealed their
principles with their blood. Dwell, my fellow-
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citizens, upon the present situation of your
country. Remember that though our enemies
have dispensed with the hopes of conquering,
our land is not entirely freed of them, and
should our resistance prove unsuccessful by
our own inattention and inactivity, death will
be far preferable to the yoke of bondage.

Let us therefore be still vigilant over our
enemies—instil into our armies the righteous
cause they protect and support, and let not the
soldier and citizen be distinct characters among
us. By our conduct let us convince them,*
that itis for the preservation of themselves and
their country they are now fighting ; that they,
equally with us, are interested in the event,
and abandon them not to the insatiable ra-
pacity of the greedy executioner.

As a reward for our exertions in the great -
cause of freedom, we are now in the possession
of those rights and privileges attendant upon
the original state of nature, with the opportu-
nity of establishing a government t for ourselves,
independent upon any nation or any people
upon the earth. We have the experience of
ages to copy from, advantages that have been
denied to any that have gone before us. Let
us then, my fellow-citizens, learn to value the
blessing. Let integrity of heart, the spirit of
freedom and rigid virtue be seen to actuate
every member of the commonwealth. Let not
party rage, private animosities, or self in-
terested motives, succeed that religious attach-
ment to the public weal which has brought us
successfully thus far; for vain are all the
boasted charms of liberty if her greatest vo-
taries are guided by such base passions, The
trial of our patriotism is yet before us, and we
have reason to thank heaven that its principles
are so well known and diffused. Exercise to-
wards each other the benevolent feelings of
friendship, and let that unity of sentiment,
which has shone in the field, be equally ani-
mating in our councils.

Remember that prosperity is dangerous:
that though successful, we are not infallible :
that like the rest of mankind we are capable of
erring. The line of our happiness may be
traced with exactness, and still there may be a
difficulty in pursuing it. Let us not forget
that our enemies have other arts in store for
our destruction ; that they aretempting us into

¢ It has ever been thought inconsistent with good policy
sad common sense to it the defi of a y
to men who have no iaterest in its preservation.

Died. Lib. 1. . 6y.

+ The true definition of a free state is where the legis-
lature adheres strictly to the laws of nature, and calculates
every one of its regulations for improving ooclety and for
promoting industry and h g the p

Hm:ilm‘,vd a . 130,
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those snares which, after successful struggles,
proved the ruin of the empires of the east ; and
Jet this sacred maxim receive the deepest im-
pression upon our minds, that if avarice, if
extortion, if luxury and political corruption, are
suffered to become popular among us, civil
discord and the ruin of our country will be the
speedy consequence of such fatal vices; but
while patriotism is the leading principle, and
our laws are contrived with wisdom, and exe-
cuted with vigor, while industry, frugality and
temperance, are held in estimation, and we
depend upon public spirit and the love of vir-
tue for our social happiness, peace and affiu-
ence will throw their smiles upon the brow of
the individual, our commonwealth will flourish,
our land become the land of liberty, and
AMERICA an asylum for the oppressed.

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH §,
1781.
BY THOMAS DAWES, JUN.
“ Patria cara—carior Lidertas!”

Fathers, friends and citiseris— Avoiding
apology, even at a time when uncommon pro-
priety might justify it, and trusting rather to a
continuance of the same liberality which has
ever noted my countrymen, 1 attempt the
duties of this solemn anniversary.

And it is conceived that we shall, in some
measure, perform those duties, if we sketch
out some general traits of liberty, and mark
the lines of her progress in particular nations,
if we paint the wounds she has suffered from
corruption and despotic force, and from the
whole deduce such sentiments as become a
brave and free, though injured people.

Numerous as the descriptions are of prime-
val man, the reflective eye is not yet weary.
We still feel an interest in that Arcadian state
which so well imitated the world we are look-
ing for. And we shall continue to feel it so
long as nature is pleasing and the heart retains
a feature of innocence. Like the gods,* our
first fathers had but few desires, and those to
be satished by the works of virtue. Their
passions were as the gales of their own Eden—
enough to give a spring to good actions—to
keep the waters of life in motion without in-
ducing storm and whirlwind.t Conversing

© It was represented of Marcus Aurelius, that in imita-
ting the gods, his study was to have as few wants as

X Vid. Spectater No. 634.

4 The passions of every kind, under proper restraints,

are the gentle breezes which keep life from stagnation; but,

Jet Joose, they are the storms and whirlwinds which tear
wp all before them. Mrs. Brosks.
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with divinities, liberty, sent from above, was
their peculiar inmate: that liberty, whose
spirit, mingling with the nature of man at his
formation, taught him, unlike the other ani-
mals, to look upward and hope for a throne
above the stars:* that liberty who taught him
to pluck, with confidence, the fruits of: nature ;
to pursue the direction of reason upon his
heart, and, under that direction, to acquire,
secure and enjoy all possible happiness, not
impeding, but assisting others in the same
privilege.t When families, and consequently
human wants were afterward multiplied, it
was this same liberty who, joined with justice,
led the patriarchs to some aged oak. There,
in the copious shade, misunderstandings were
explained, and charity and peace embraced
each other.—Such was the morning of man !
But misunderstandings are quarrels in em-
bryo. Satisfaction of one want originated ano-
ther. Depravity grew ecnraptured with strife.
The wind was up. Passion raged. Brother’s
blood then smoked from the ground and
cried for vengeance. Nimrod commenced his
prelude to tyranny, and Fame was clamorous
with the deeds of death.— Liberty heard and
trembled—considered herself an outcast, and
has, on many times since, travelled up and
down the world forlorn, forsaken, majesty, in
rags. Nor will she, perhaps, until the millen-
nium comes, if America does not now retain
her, ever command that complete and perma-
nent homage which is suitable to her nature.
The old republics may have been the most per-
fect seats of her residence while they lasted,
and are often mustered up from the tomb of
empire to witness the adoration which they
paid her. But even there she received so fre-
quent violence that the continuance of her
reign was for the most part precarious; and
when even at the summit of her glory, she
was only elevated that her fall might be more
astonishing. Having passed all the degrees
of fortune, thank God she has found her way
to these remote shores, and, if from effects we
may judge, she is well pleased with her new
abode. O cherish the divine inhabitant! O
let her not return to the courts above with a
story that shall fire the heavens against
us—that she had blessings for us, but that we
were not prepared to receive them—that she
could find among us no lasting habitation ;
but that, like the dove after the deluge, she

¢ Pronaque cum spectent animalia csetera terram,
Is homina sublime dedit, celumque tueri
Jussit. —Ovid, Ma.

4 No man’s social liberty is lessened by another's ea-
loying the same.—Boslian.
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_was scarce favored with the top of some
_friendly mountain for a melancholy mo-
ment.

Liberty, my friends, is a palladium to the
place of her dwelling, a rock and a sure de-
fence. Wherever she is, every man has some-
thing to protect. He knows what are his
riches, and that while he liveth himself shall
gather them. He views, with conscious joy,
his circumstances. His social affections shoot
out and flourish. Even his prejudices are a
source of satisfaction, and among them local
attachment, a fault which leads to the side of
patriotism.

Supported by, and tenacious of these fruits
of liberty, some little free states, which the
geographer in his map and otherways never
noticed, have long stood uninjured by change,
and some of them inaccessible by the greatest
efforts of power. There is now, in a distant
quarter of the globe, a living illustration of this
remark. Situate upon a venerable pile of rocks,
in Italy, stands the commonwealth of St.
Marino, It was founded by a holy man whose
name it bears, and who fled to this romantic
fairy-land to enjoy religion and free air unpur-
sued by power and the restless spirit of the
world. His example was followed by the
pious, the humane, and the lovers of freedom.
And these, a favorite few, who were before
scattered up and down through other parts of
Italy ; who hadlived all their days under arbi-
trary rule, and whom nature had secretly,
taught that there was somewhere a happier

. institution for man—these hurried away to the
snowy top of St. Marino ; and having there first
tasted those rights which come down from
God, made it their life’s labor to support and
hand them down in purity. There every man
finds his prosperity in submitting to those laws
which diffuse equality. There every man feels
himself happily liable to be called to the senate
" or the field: every man divides his day be-
tween alternate labor and the use of arms—on
tip-toe, ready to start for the prize, the mark
 of universal emulation—the common weal;
officious to promote that interest which is at
once the public’s and his own. So stands a
constitution informed with the very essence of
liberty. It has so stood, while other neigh-
boring states have been blackened and defaced
with frequent revolution. And we prophesy
that till the approach of some unforeseen vice
—till some degeneracy unknown to the sires
creep upon the sons, St. Marino must stand
admired : as, in its present circumstance, no
prince or potentate, after sitting down and
ounting the cost, will ‘ever attempt the im-
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penetrable union of so much prudence and
virtue.*

The name of Venice now occurs to memory
as another modern example of genuine great-
ness. The ascendency gained by that single
city over the whole Ottoman power—the uni-
versal panic that struck and pervaded all
orders of the Turks when routed at Darda-
nelles, and the reasonable fear of approaching
dissolution that reached even to the throne and
blasted the heart and withered the nerves of a
despot : these, amazing at first, nevertheless
appear, when their springs are laid open, the
natural issues of a contest between free agents
and slaves.t

A more ancient and perhaps still more bril-
liant proof of the proportionate powers of dif-
ferent degrees of liberty, may be gathered from
the annals of the city of Tyre. The Lybian
madman § who thought he had conquered all
and wept that he had no more to conquer §—
the invincible son of Jove, before whom princi-
palities and powers had bowed down their
heads as a bulrush—behold him, with his
phalanx, puzzled and confounded at the walls
of Tyre. To overrun Asia cost him less labor,
enterprise and valor, than the reduction of this
one favorite haunt of liberty.] And perhaps
he had never reduced her but for her own fall-
ing off from her pristine wisdom. Her liberty
was not in first full vigor, but had received a
shock from gorruption introduced with riches,
Bribery, pride, and oppression followed close
behind. She was then cast out as profane
from the mountain of God.Y Tyre is become
like the top of a rock—a place to spread nets
upon.

Let us consider the story of Tyre as a monu-
ment which upon one side shews the force of
excellénce, and upon the other the baneful
influence of vice; a memento that every state
below the sun has, like Achilles of old, some
vulnerable part. As not a nation is exempted ;
and lest, in a fond prejudice, we might exclude
our own America, and so induce a fatal secu-
rity, even America has received a caveat from
heaven, and in her youthful purity has been

¢ Many of the facts here mentioned of St. Marino may
be seen in Addison's more complete accounts of that
republic.

4 This alludes only to a particular era in the Venetian

history.
$ And the horned head belied the Lybian god.

§ Alexander, after all his conquests, complained that
he had no more worlds to subdue.
Seneca on o Happy L{fe.
lF’orumm:donof this see ancient universal history
vol. ii. pqusmdon also—that part of Newtou on the
prophecies whlehnhuto'l‘yrc,vol.t
9 BEzekiel, xxxiil. 16,
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tempted by her enemies. With what sort of
success tempted we need but remember the
machinations and flight of the most infamous
Armnold, and the affecting, though just separa-
tion of the unfortunate Andre.

Happy the nation that, apprised of the whole
truth, impartially weighs its own alloy, and
bars, with tenfold adamant, its gate of danger.
—But to return.

I bhad cherished some aversion to names
grown trite by repetition, and had, on that
account, evaded the ancient republics. But I
find the observation just, that « half our learn-
ing is their epitaph.”” 1 conceive that the
“ moss-grown " columns and broken arches of
those once-renowned empires are full with
instruction as were the groves of Lycéum or
the school of Plato. Let Greece then be the
subject ofa moment's reflection. When liberty
fled from the gloom of Egypt, she sought out
and settled at infant Greece—there dissemi-
nated the seeds of greatness—there laid the
ground-work of republican glory. Simplicity
of manners, piety to the gods, generosity and
courage were her earliest character. * Human
nature shot wild and free.” * Penetrated with
a spirit of industry, her sons scarcely knew of
relaxation; even their sports were heroic.
Hence that elevated, independent soul, that
contempt of danger, that laudable bias to their
country and its manners. Upon the banks of
Eurota flourished her principal state. Frugal-
ity of living and an avarice of time were of the
riches of Laceda@mon. Her maxims were
drawn from nature, and one was “ that nothing
which bore the name of Greek was born for
slavery.”” From this idea flowed an assistance
to her sister states, From a like idea in her sis-
ter states that friendship was returned in grate-
ful measure. This, had it continued, would
have formed the link of empire, the charm that
would have united and made Greece invulner-
able. While it lasted, the joint efforts of her
states rendered her a name and a praise through
the whole earth. And here, was it not for the
sake of a lesson to my country, I would not
only drop my eulogium of Greece, but draw an
impervious veil over her remaining history. Her
tenfold lustre might at this day have blazed to
heaven, had the union t of her states been held

® From Dr. Blair's dissertation upon the works of
Osslan.

¢+ Accuracy has been offended that this example is em-
ployed for the American states—which resemble each
other in constitution and are united in their last resort ;
whereas the Greclan were unlike among themselves and
peofessedly eseparate. But attention to the history of
Greece will discover in the causes of her fall a lesson
sufficiently apposite to our purpose. The anonymous
tsamalator of Tourrell writes as follows: ‘* When Persia,
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more sacred. But that union of her states,
that cement of her existence once impaired
—hear the consequence! the fury of civil-
war blows her accursed clarion. The banners
late of conquering freedom now adorn the
triumphs of oppression. Those states which
lately stood in mighty concert, invincible, now
breathe mutual jealousy and fall piecemeal a
prey to the common enemy. Attic wisdom,
Theban hardihood, Spartan valor, would not
combine to save her. That very army, which
Greece had bred and nourished to reduce the
oriental pride, is turned vulturé upon her own
vitals—a damnable parricide, the faction of a
tyrant. Behold the great and God-like Greece,
with all her battlements and towers about her,
borne headlong from her giddy height—the
shame, the pity of the world.

Having attempted some general sketches of
liberty, from the dawn of social life to the fall
of national glory, I would be somewhat more
particular upon those qualities to which her
triumphs are chiefly indebted.

In the vile economy of depraved man, there
appears an inclination to bestow upon one part
power and affluence, and to impose upon the
other debility and woe. When that inclination
is g'rauﬁed the majority being slaves, the re-
mains of freedom are shared among the great;
like the triumphal bridge at the Archipelago,
so strangely dignified, that, by a decree of the
senate, none of the vulgar were suffered to
enjoy it When that inclination is counter-
balanced by the laws; when the true interests
of both those parts are reconciled; when socie-
ty is considered as “a public combination for
private protection,” *—and the governed find
their happiness in their submission—there is
the essence of all powerful liberty. Not to
wire-draw a sentiment already graven upon the
hearts of this audience, it is such a liberty, as
that every man who has once tasted it, becomes
a temporary soldier as soon as it is invaded,and
80 often vanquished by the Grecians, despaired of spbdu-
ing them, her last shift was to divide them ; to which
their prosperity opened her a means, Spirits naturally
quick and too licentious, blown up with their frequent
victories, could not contain themselves or govern their
good fortune ; they abandoned themselves to jealousies
;ndmtﬁdon.—'rhcn divisions ended, at last in & general

av .

m«y most beautifully speaks the truth upon the

same occasion—

‘When Greece with Groece,

Embroll'd with foul contention, fought no more
For common glory and for common weal :
But, false to freedom, sought to quell the free ;
Broke the firm band of peace, and ucrod love,
That leat the whole irrefragable force
And as around the partial trophy bhuh'd,
Prepared the way for total overflow,

* Rarl of Abingdon.
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resents any violence offered it, as an attack
upon his life—hence it is that, in free states, as
such, there is no such thing as a perpetual
standing army. For the whole body of the
people, ever ready, flock to the general stand-
ard upon emergency, and so preclude the use
of that infernal engine. I say infernal engine,
for the tongue “labors, and is at a loss to ex-
press,” the hideous and frightful consequences
that flow wherever the powers of hell have pro-
cured its introduction. Turkey and Algiers
are the delight of its vengeance. Denmark,
once over-swarmed with the brave inhabitants
of the north, has suffered depopulation, poverty
and the heaviest bondage from the quartering
troops amongst their peasants in time of peace :
if it can be called peace, when robbery, confla-
gration and murder are let loose upon the sons
of men. Indeed, it is said that no nation ever
kept up an army in time of peace that did not
lose its liberties. I believe it. Athens, Corinth,
Syracuse, and Greece in general were all over-
turned by that tremendous power: and the
same power has been long operating with other
causes to humble the crest of Britain. Let
us hear a passage from Davenant; “If (says
he, speaking of standing armies) they who
believed this eagle inthe air frighted all
motions towards liberty ; if they who heretofore
thought armies in times of peace and our free-
dom inconsistent ; if the same men should
throw off a whig principle so fundamental, and
thus come to clothe themselves with the
detested garments of the tories, and if all that
has been here discoursed on should happen,
then will the constitution of this country be
utterly subverted.”* It would exceed the
limits of the present occasion to expatiate upon
all the instances wherein the liberties of
Britain have in fact suffered according to the
views of Davenant. Suffice it to say that a
standing army has been, long since, virtually
engrafted a limb upon her constitution, has
frequently overawed her parliament, sometimes
her elections,t and has carried distraction and
massacre } into different parts of her empire.

That standing mercenary troops must sooner
or later entail servitude and misery upon their
employers, is an eternal truth that appears

¢ For the whole passage, which was too lengthy for our
purpose, vid. the works of Dr. Davenant, corrected by
Whitworth, vol. ii. p. 333.—Edition r771.

+ The election of the Scotch Peers in the year 1735, and
the misconduct of Blackerby and others, at the election of
the Westminster members in the year 1741, are instances
well knowa.—Vid. Burgh’s Politic Disq. sd vol. . 444
and 473.

$ The affair of Capt. Porteus at Edinburgh (vid. London
Magazine for 1737, in a varlety of pages) and of Capt.
Preston, at Boston, are of themsslves sufficient examples.
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from the nature of things. On the one hand
behold an inspired yeomanry, all sinew and
soul, having stepped out and defended their
ancient altars, their wives and children, return-
ing in peace to till those fields which their own
arms have rescued. Such are the troops of
every free people.* Such were the troops who,
led on by the patriot Warren, gave the first
home-blow to our oppressors. Such were the
troops who, fired by Gates in the northern
woods, almost decided the fate of nations.
Such were the troops who, under the great and
amiable Lincoln, sustained a siege in circum-
stances that rank him and them with the
captains and soldiers of antiquity. Such, we
trust, are the troops who, inferior in number,
though headed indeed by the gallant and
judicious Morgan, lately vanquished a chosen
veteran band long dedicated to Mars and dis-
ciplined in blood. And such, we doubt not,
are the troops who beat the British legions
from the Jerseys, and have ever since preserved
their country, under the conduct of that superior
man who combines in quality the unshaken
constancy of Cato, the triumphant delay of
Fabius, and upon proper occasions the enter-
prising spirit of Hannibal.

May the name of WasAington continue
steeled, as it ever has been, to the dark slander-
ous arrow that flies in secret. As it ever has
been ! for who have offered to eclipse his glory,
but have afterward sunk away diminished, and
“ shorn of their own beams.”

Justice to other characters forbids our stop-
ping to gaze at this constellation of heroes, and
would fain draw forth an eulogium upon all
who have gathered true laurels from the fields
of America.

* Thousands—the tribute of our praise
Demand ; but who can count the stars of heaven ?
Who speak their influence on this lower world.”
Thomson.

Whither has our gratitude borne us? let us
behold a contrast—the army of an absolute
prince— a profession distinct from the citizen
and in a different interest—a haughty phalanx,
whose object of warfare is pay, and who, the
battle over, and if perchance they conquer,re-
turn to slaughter the sons of peace. This is a
hard saying. But does not all history press
forward to assert its justice? do not the pra-

# ** That the yeomanry are the bulwark of a free people **
—was, if memory serves, in a celebrated extempore speech
of the honorable Samuel Adams, made in the year 1773.
The steadiness of that great republican to his' political
creed, evinces that sentiments grounded upon just data
will not easily bend to a partial interest, or accommodate

to the changes of popular opinion.
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torian bands of tottering Rome now crowd
upon the affrighted memory? do not the em-
bodied guards from Petersburg and Constantino-
ple stalk horrid the tools of revolution and mur-
der? to come nearer home for an example, do
wenot see the darkened spring of 1770, like the
moon in a thick atmosphere, rising in blood and
ushered in by the figure of Britain plunging her
poignard in the young bosom of America? Oh,
our bleeding country ! wasit for this our hoary
sires sought thee through all the elements, *
and having found thee sheltering away from the
western wave, disconsolate, cheered thy sad
face, and decked thee out like the garden of
God ? Time was when we could all affirm to
this gloomy question—when we were ready to
cry out that our fathers had done a vain thing.
—I mean upon that unnatural night which we
now commemorate ; when the fire of Brutus
was on many a heart—when the strain of Grac-
chus was on many a tongue. “Wretch that I
am, whither shall 1 retreat? whither shall 1
turn me? to the capitol? the capitol swims in
my brother’s blood. To my family? there
must I see a wretched, a mournful and afflicted
mother ? ' t—Misery loves to brood over its own
woes : and so peculiar were the woes of that
night, so expressive the pictures of despair, so
various the face of death,} that not all the grand
tragedies which have been since acted, can
crowd from our minds that era of the human
passions, that preface to the general conflict
that now rages. May we never forget to offer
a sacrifice to the manes of our brethren who
bled so early at the foot of liberty. Hitherto
we have nobly avenged their fall: but as ages
cannot expunge the debt, their melancholy
ghosts still rise at a stated season, and will for-
ever wander in the night of this noted anni-
versary. Let us then be frequent pilgrims at
their tombs—there let us profit of all our feel-
ings ; and, while the senses are “ struck deep
with woe,” give wing to the imagination.
Hark ! even now in the hollow wind I hear the
voice of the departed. O ye, who listen to wis-
dom and aspire to immortality, as ye have
avenged our blood, thrice blessed! as ye still
war, against the mighty hunters of the earth,
your names are recorded in heaven !

Such are the suggestions of fancy: and hav-
ing given them their due scope; having de-
scribed the memorable fifth of March as a sea-
son of disaster, it would be an impiety not to
consider it in its other relation. For the rising
honors of these states are distant issues, as it

® ———glemonts per omnis querunt.—Ywv.
4 Guthrie’s Cloero de Oratore.
$ * Plurima mortis imago.”
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were, from the intricate * though all-wise Divinity
which presided upon that night. Strike that night
out of time, and we quench the first ardor of a
resentment which has been ever since increas-
ing, and now accelerates the fall of tyranny.
The provocations of that night must be num-
bered among the master-springs which gave the
first motion to a vast machinery, a noble and
comprehensive system of national independence.
“The independence of America,” says the
writer, under the signature of Common Sense,
*“ should have been considered as dating its era
from the first musket that was fired against
her.” Be it so! but Massachusetts may cer-
tainly date many of its blessings from the Bos-
ton massacre—a dark hour in itself, but from
which a marvellous light has arisen. From
that night revolution became inevitable, and the
occasion commenced of the present most beau-
tiful form of government. We often read of
the original contract, and of mankind, in the
carly ages, passing from a state of nature to
immediate civilization. But what eye could
penetrate through gothic night and barbarous
fable to that remote period. Such an eye, per-
haps, was present, when the Deity conceived
the universe and fixed his compass upon the
great deep. t

And yet the people of Massachusetts have
reduced to practice the wonderful theory. A
numerous people have convened in a state of
nature, and, like our ideas of the patriarchs,
have deputed a few fathers of the land to draw
for them a glorious covenant. It has been
drawn., The people have signed it with rap- .
ture, and have, thereby, bartered, among
themselves, an easy degree of obedience for
the highest possible civil happiness. To
render that covenant eternal, patriotism and
political virtue must forever blaze—must blaze
at the present day with superlative lustre;
being watched, from different motives, by the
eyes of all mankind. Nor must that patriotism
be contracted to a single commonwealth. A
combination of the states is requisite to support
them individually. *Unite or die” is our
indispensable motto. Every step from it is a
step nearer to the region of death. This idea
was never more occasional than at the present

* * The ways of heaven are dark and intricate.”
Addisen’s Cate.

+ Not that we can believe, with some theoretical writors,
that individuals met together in a large plain, entered inte
an original contract, etc.

But though society had not its formal beginning from
any convention of individuals,etc. And this is what we
mean by the original contract of soclety ; which though
pahspc in no instance it has been formally expressed, at

first institution of a state, yet, etc.—
15t Blackstone’s Com. 4. 41, vid. the whole passage.
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crisis—a crisis pregnant with fate and ready to
burst with calamity. I allude to that languor
which, like a low hung cloud, overshadows a
great part of the thirteen states. That the
young, enterprising America, who stepped out
in the cause of human kind, and no other arm
daring, lopped the branches of wide despotic
empire—that the same America should now
suffer a few insolent bands to ravage her
borders with impunity—that her now tardy
hand should suspend the finishing stroke of
resentment, and leave to her generous allies a
labor which her own vigor ought to effect ; this
must disturb those, illustrious, who fell in her
infant exertions; this must stab the peace of
the dead, however it may affect the hearts of
the living. Oh could I bear a part among the
means of awakening virtue—oh could 1 call
strength to these feeble lungs and borrow that
note which shook the throne of Julius! vain
wish | if the silent suggestions of truth—if the
secret whispers of reason are not sufficient—
the efforts of human eloquence might be futile,
her loudest bolt might roll unheeded!

This is not intended to inspire gloom; but
only to persuade to those exertions which are
necessary to life and independence. Let jus-.
tice then be done to our country—let justice be
done to our great leader ; and, the only means
under heaven of our salvation, let his army be
replenished. That grand duty over, we will
once more adopt an enthusiasm sublime in itself
but still more so as coming from the lips of a
first patriot—the chief magistrate of this com-
monwealth. “] have, said he, a most animat-
ing confidence that the present noble struggle
for liberty will terminate gloriously for Ameri-
ca.” Aspiring to such a confidence,

1 sce the expressive leaves of fate thrown wide ;

Of future times I see the mighty tide.

And borne triumphant on its buoyant wave,

A god-like number of the great and brave.

The bright, wide ranks of martyrs—here they rise—
Heroes and patriots move before my eyes :

These crown'’d with olive, those with laurel come,
Like the first fathers of immortal Rome.

Fly time ! oh lash thy fiery steeds away—

Roll rapid wheels and bring the smiling day,*
‘When these blest states, another promis’d land,
Chosen out and foster’'d by the Almighty hand,
Supreme shall rise————their crowded shores shall be
‘The fix’d abodes of empire and of liberty.

¢ Sun gallop down the western skies,
Gang soon to bed and quickly rise ;
O lash your steeds, post time away,
Aud haste about the bleezing day.
Allan Ramsay,
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ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH §,
1783,

BY GEORGE RICHARDS MINOT.

Quid tantum insano juvat indulgere dolori?
————aon hsec sine numine divum,
Virg. An. sd, 196,

Eveniunt-
Inde genus durum sumus, experiensque laborum ;
Et documenta damus, qua sinus origine nati.

Ovid Mctam. Lib. x, 434.

Fathers, friends, and fellow citisems—When
I consider the important occasion from which
this anniversary derives its origin, and the
respectable characters that have exerted them-
selves to perpetuate its history, I confess there
is an unusual security in my feelings: since no
mistaken effort of mine can injure an institution
founded on so memorable an event, and sup-
ported by names so justly claiming the applause
of posterity.

While I rely, then, upon that honesty of in-
tention, which is itself the best apology for its
errors, permit me to employ the present hour,
which your united voices have annually made
sacred to the commemoration of our country’s
wrongs, in recapitulating the most injurious of
her sufferings, among which that on the tragi-
cal fifth of March is by no means the least,and
in recounting the blessings which have followed
from measures as really disgraceful to those
who adopted them, as they were intentionally
destructive to those against whom they were
levelled.

A nation falling from those great principles
of justice and virtue which had made her
respectable ; subverting the boasted improve-
ments of her arts to the savage purposes of
revenge ; with venality and corruption en-
trenched on her cabinet, affords a spectacle too
serious for the amusement of the beholder.
He turns for relief to the annals of those people
whose masculine virtues have obstinately, will
he not say wisely, resisted the refinement of a
civilized world. But from the misfortunes of
such a nation, much is to be learned. As she
is hurried onwards by the vortex of that im-
measurable gulf, in which empires sink to
rise no more, let her serve us as a signal to
avoid the first impulse of its resistless tide.

To trace Great Britain through the whole
progress of her ambition in this country, would
be to step back to a very early period; for,
long before she avowed her system of colonial
slavery in the stamp-act, the liberties of our
ancestors had endured the most alarming inno-
vation from her throne. Without cause, and
without notice, she had invalidated their
charters ; laid impositions upon their trade;

.
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attempted a most dangerous influence over
their internal government, by endeavoring to
make it independent of the people ;—and all
this with the same confidence, as though her
policy and foresight, and not her persecutions,
had settled them on this side the Atlantic.

But the full display of her despotic policy
was reserved to add accumulated disgrace to
the inglorious reign of the third George. Then,
intoxicated with America, she slumbered upon
the tottering pillars of her own constitution ;
the hand of slavery rocked her as she lay on
the giddy height ; falsehood gilded her visions
and bound her senses with the enchantment
of success; while her blind ambition alone
remained awake, to misdirect the ordinary
assistance of fortune, and to make her fall
equally certain and complete.

The genius of Britain once interred, the first
spectre which shot from its tomb was the
stamp-act. This promulgation of a scheme so
repugnant to the fundamental principles of the
late English constitution, announced the fall, but
did not obliterate the memory of that much re-
spected system, in this country. America saw
that the act bore not a single feature of its
reputed parent, and having detected its illegiti-
macy, cffectually resisted its operation. But,
as though conviction must ever be productive
of obstinacy, Britain desisted not to rend in
pieces the charters of her colonies, which served
to remind her of the violence she committed
on her own. Her administration affecting to
realize the fables*® of its minions, whose very
fears were as subservient to its purposes, as
their hopes were dependent on its venality,
and making pretence of trespasses, which, if
real, the laws were open to punish, unmasked
its true designs, by quartering an armed force
in this metropolis in a time of peace.

Where was the citizen whose indignation
did not flash at this undisguised attack on his
liberties ? the soldier’s pride too grew sanguin-
ary at the idea of contempt from the people he
himself had been taught to despise; and, as
though heaven designed to effect its greatest
purposes by the sacrifice of what men conceive
to be the dearest objects of its guardianship,
the lives and rights of citizens were delivered
over to the scourge of military rancor.

Venerable t patrons of freedom, wherever
your country may lie ! boast not that the rea-
son and speculative truths of this our common

¢ For some of these fanciful misrepresentations, see a
vindication of the town of Boston, from many false and
malicious aspersions, contained in certain letters written
by Governor Bernard and others, published by order of
the town, 1769

4 8es Abbe Rayual's Hist. American Revolation, p- 6s.
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cause, armed an extensive world in support of
its justice. Tum to the tragedy we commemo-
rate, as imprinted by the bloody hand of the
tyrant, and view the highest outrage his power
could commit, or the forbearance of humanity
sustain. There hecatombs of slaughtered citi-
zens were offered at the shrine of cursed
ambition.—What can we add to their memories
through whose wounds their country bled ;
whose names are handed round the globe with
the great occasion on which they fell; and
whose tombs shall ever stand a basis to the
stateliest pillar in the temple of freedom?
heaven has avenged their fall by realizing the
prophecy of the indignant American, as he
vented his anguish over their rankling blood.
“These are indeed my country’s wounds,* but
oh! said he, the deep and tremendous restitu-
tions are at hand ; I see them with a prophetic
eye this moment before me. Horrors shall be
repaid with accumulation of horror. The
wounds in America shall be succeeded by
deep-mouthed gashes in the heart of Britain!
the chain of solemn consequences is now
advancing. Yet, yet my friends, a little while,
and the poor, forlorn one, who has fought and
fallen at the gate of her proper habitation, for
freedom, for the common privileges of life, for
all the sweet and binding principles in human-
ity, for father, son, and brother, for the cradled
infant, the wailing widow, and the weeping
maid ; yet, yet and she shall find an avenger.
Indignant nations shall arm in her defence.
Thrones and principalities shall make her
cause their own, and the fountains of blood
that have run from her exhausted veins shall be
answered by a yet fuller measure of the horri-
ble effusion—blood for blood ; and desolation
for desolation; O my injured country! my
massacred America !’

Melancholy scene! the fatal, but we trust
the last effect in our country, of a standing
army quartered in populous cities in a time of
peace.

Britain having thus violated the greatest law
nations or individuals can be held by, to use
the language of the ancients, threw a veil over
the altars of her gods whom she was too
haughty to appease. Would to heaven, for her
sake, we too had a veil to hide from the eye of
justice, the ashes of our desolated towns, and
the tracks which her ravages have imprinted
through every quarter of our once peaceful
land

If¢ *every act of authority of one person
over another, for which there is not an absolute

® Anonymous.
+ Becseria on Crimes and Punishments, p. 0.
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- necessity, is tyrannical,” and if tyranny justifies
resistance, to have remained inactive, under
these injuries, had been a kind of political
stoicism, equally inconsistent with the laws of
nature and society. On such principles arose
the memorable declaration of July, 1776.—A
declaration which at once gave life and freedom
to a nation ; dissolved a monopoly unnatural as
unjust ; and extended the embraces of our
country to the universe.—A declaration which
heaven has since ratified by the successful
event of her arms. For, when we consider the
number of her victories; the disadvantages
under which they were obtained ; the chain of
important consequences which depended upon
the very moment of their decision, who but
must acknowledge, after allowing to our mili-
tary actors every thing heroism can claim, that
there appeared peculiar marks of more than
human assistance ? the surrender of entire ar-
mies to a power which they affected to look
upon rather as an object of their chains than
of their swords, was a degree of glory of which
no enemy that ever passed the Roman yoke
afforded to that republic. Hapless Britain ! for
even those whom you injure must pity you,
how has fortune added acrimony to her fickle-
ness, in choosing for a scene of your dis-
grace, that climate where, in a late war, she
so loudly vaunted the invincibility of your
arms !

America once unfettered, nobly relied upon
the uprightness of her cause and the bravery
of her sons. But, as though the virtues of one
crown were to apologize for the merciless
cruelty of another, a monarch, equally wise in
council as brilliant and powerful in arms, met
her in alliance which must ever enliven her
gratitude ; exalt the honor of France, and we
trust too, promote the interests of both.

Among the advantages which have risen
from these great events to the people of Massa-
chusetts, that of securing their lives, their
liberties, and property, the great object of all
civil government, by a constitution of their own
framing, is not to be accounted the least.
Dismembered from a government, which had
long stood by the exactest balance of its powers,
even against the corruption of its ministers,
they found themselves accustomed to princi-
ples, which age had stamped with authority,
and patriots sealed with their blood. The
cause of their separation had taught them the
avenues through which despotism insinuates
itself into the community, and pointed out the
means of excluding it. Under these circum-
stances they produced a system which, we
trust, experience will evince to be an improve-
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ment * upon the best mankind have hitherto
admired. The quick return of all delegated
power to the people, from which it is made to
spring, and the check which each part of the
government has upon the excesses of the other,
seem to warrant us in placing on it all the
confidence human laws can deserve. But,

Let us not trust laws: an uncorrupted peo-
ple can exist without them ; a corrupted people
cannot long exist with them, or any other hu-
man assistance. They are remedies which at
best always disclose and confess our evils.
The body politic, once distempered, they may
indeed be used as a crutch to support it a
while, but they can never healit. Rome, when
her bravery conquered the neighboring nations,
and united them to her own empire, was free
from all danger within, because her armies,
being urged on by a love for their country,
would as readily suppress an internal as an ex-
ternal enemy. In those times she made no
scruple to throw out her kings who had abused
their power. But when her subjects fought
not for the advantage of the commonwealth ;
when they thronged to the Asiatic wars for the
spoils they produced, and preferred prostituting
the rights of citizenship upon any barbarian
that demanded them, to meeting him in the
field for their support, then Rome grew too
modest to accept from the hands of a dictator
those rights, which she ought to have impaled
him for daring to invade. No alteration in her
laws merely, could have effected this. Had
she remained virtuous she might as well have
expelled her dictators as her kings. But what
laws can save a people who, for the very pur-
pose of enslaving themselves, choose to con-
sider them rather as councils which they may
accept or refuse, than as precepts which they
are bound to obey ? + with such a people they
must ever want a sanction and be contemned.
—4 Virtue and long life seem to be as inti-
mately allied in the political as in the moral
world : she is the guard which providence has
set at the gate of freedom.

True it is, when the nature and principles of a
government are pure, we have a right to suppose
it at the farthest possible distance from falling.

¢ Is it not so in the equality of representation and mode
of election ?

+ A conscience more scrupulous, than it is probable
Sylla ever had, would be apt to imagine this general dis-
position of the people wiped away the guilt of enslaving
them from any hand that eflected it. If1in any case,'tisin
this that we may apply the maxim volenti non fit in-
";‘.\.ﬂme, in a republic, is a most single thing, it is &
love for the republic; it is a sensation, and not a conse-
quence of scquired knowledge : a sensation that may be
felt by the meanest as well as by the highost person in the
state. Spirit of Laws, Book sth, chap. sd.
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But when we consider that those countries*
in which the wisest institutions of republican
governments have been established, now
exhibit the strongest instances of apostacy, we
cannot but see the necessity of vigilance.
Commerce, which makes, perhaps, the greatest
distinction between the old world and the
modern, having raised new objects for our
curiosity, habitual indulgence hath at length
made them necessary to our infirmities. Thus
effeminated, can we hope to exceed the rigor
of their principles, who even forbade the men-
tioning of a foreign custom, and whose sump-
tuary laws are held up in our age as objects of
astonishment ? Such nations have mouldered
away, an uncontrovertible proof, that the best
constructed human governments, like the
human body, tend to corruption; but as with
that too, there are not wanting remedies to
procrastinate their final decay.

Among the causes of their fall there are
none more common or less natural than that
of their own strength. Continual wars making
a military force necessary, the habit of conquest
once acquired and other objects being wanting,
history is not without t instances of its turning
itself inwards, and gnawing as it were, upon
its own bowels. Happy are we in the frequent
change of our soldiery.} This seems tobe the
best antidote against such an evil. It prevents
that lethargy which would be a symptom of
death in the citizen at home: and checks that
immoderation in the soldier which is apt to
mislead his virtues in the field. By this ex-
change of their qualities they mutually warrant
happiness to each other, and freedom to their
country.

America once guarded against herself, what
has she to fear? her natural situation may well
inspire her with confidence. Her rocks and
her mountains are the chosen temples of liberty.
The extent of her climate, and the variety of its
produce, throw the means of her greatness into
her own hands, and insure her the traffic of the
world. Navies shall launch from her forests,

* The politic Greeks who lived under a populargovern-
ment, who knew no other support but virtue. The modern
inhabitants of that country are entirely taken up with
. manufactures, commerce, finances, riches, and luxuries.

Spirit of Laws, Book 3. chap 3d.

+ For a complete collection of these, 1.beg leave to refer
to the 3d book of the political disquisitions,

$ The design of society being to protect the weak
against the more powerful, whatever tends to taking away
the distinction between them, and to putting all its mem-
bers upon the same level, must be consonant to its first
principles. This was an object with the oid republics ;
Rome obliged her citizens to serve in the field ten years,
Detween the age of sixtecn years and forty-seven. Vid.
Rafloctions on the viss and fall of the Rom. Bmp. c. 10,
bast note.

and her bosom be found stored with the most
precious treasures of nature. May the industry
of her people be a still surer pledge of her
wealth. The union of her states too is founded
upon the most durable principles: the simi-
larity of the manners, religion, and laws of
their inhabitants, must ever support the mea-
sure which their common injuries originated.
Her government, while it is restrained from
violating the rights of the subject, is not dis-
armed against the public foe.

Could Junius Brutus, and his colleagues,
have beheld her republic erecting itself on thjs
disjointed neck of tyranny, how would they
have wreathed a laurel for her temples as eter-
nal as their own memories! America! fairest
copy of such great originals ! be virtuous, and
thy reign shall be as happy as durable, and as
durable as the pillars of the world you have
enfranchised.

ORATION DELIVERED AT BOSTON, MARCH §,
1783.
BY DR. THOMAS WELSH.
Non tall auxilio, nec defensoribus istls
Tempus eget: Virgil Aneid, Lib. 3. line sst.

Friends and fellow-cstizens—Invited to this
place by your choice, and recollecting your well
known indulgence, I feel myself already pos-
sessed of your candor, whileI “impress upon
your minds, the ruinous tendency of standing
armies being placed in free and populous cities
in a time of peace.”

A field here presents, annually traversed by
those who, by their sagacity have discovered,
and by their voices declared, in strains of
manly eloquence, the source from whence
those fatal streams originate, which like the
destroying pestilence, have depopulated king-
doms and laid waste the fairest empires.

In prosecution of the subject, I presume I
shall not offend a respectable part of my audi-
ence, I mean the gentlemen of the American
patriot army *—an army whose glory and vir-
tues have been long since recorded in the tem-
ple of fame—her trumpet has sounded their

praises to distant nations—her wing shall bear

them to latest ages.
When the daring spirit of ambition, or the
boundless lust of domination, has prompted

* | should not have neglocted so favorable an opening
to have shewn my poor respects to the character of the
commander in chief of the American army, but from &
consciousoess of inability to add to a name, more durable
than marble, which will outlive the assaults of envy and
the ravages of time.
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men to invade the* natural peaceful state of
society, it is among the first emotions of the
heart, to repel the bold invader. Men, assem-
bled from such motives, having expelled the
enemy from their borders, re-assuming the
pruning hook and the spade, for the sword and
the spear, have, in all ages, been called the
saviours of their country.

A militia is the most natural defence of a
froe state, from invasion and tyranny: they
who compose the militia, are the proprietors
of the soil ; and who are so likely to defend it,
as they who have received it from their ances-
tors—acquired it by their labor—or obtained
it by their valor? every free man has within his
breast the great essentials of a soldier, and
having made the use of arms familiar, is ever
ready for the field. And where is the tyrant
who has not reason to dread an army of
freemen ?

In the battle of Naseby,t in the days of
Cromwell, the number of forces was equal on
both sides ; and all circumstances equal. In
the parliament’s army only nine officers had
ever seen actual service and most of the sol-
diers were London apprentices, drawn out of
the city two months before. In the king's
army there were about a thousand officers
who had served abroad, yet the veterans were
routed by the apprentices.

Rome advanced on the zenith of glory and
greatness, and conquered all nations in the
times of the republic, while her army was an
unpaid militia.

The Grecians carried on their wars against
Persia by means of their militia ; and at last
beat the numerous mercenary armies, and sub-
dued the vast empire of Persia.

The deeds of valor performed by my own
countrymen, and in our day, are numerous and
recent, and point out, as with a sun-beam, that
the militia is to a free country a lasting
security.

You will now permit me to consider the
condition and consequences of a standing
army.

Men who enlist themselves for life soon
lose the feelings of citizens. To command
and be commanded, excites an idea of servi-
tude and dependence, which degrades the
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¢ The natural state of nations with respect to each other,
is certainly that of society and peace. Such is the natu-
tal and primitive state of one man with respect to ano-
ther ; and whatever alteration mankind may have made in
regard to their original state, they cauvnot, without viola-'
ting their duty, break in upon that state of and
society, in which nature has placed them, and which, by
her laws, she has strongly recommended to their observ-
ance. Purlamagui, Part 4. Chaf. 1. Sec. 4.
+ Vid. Political Disquisitions,
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mind, and in a social view, destroys the char-
acter of a free agent.*

They who follow the profession of arms con-
ceive themselves exempted from the useful oc-
cupations of life, and thence contract a habit
of dissipation ; soldiers inured to exercise and
labor in their duty, at leisure to roam, will not
be wholly inactive in a city, where the means
of gratification abound; pursuing the objects
of pleasure with the same zeal with which
they engaged in the toils and enterprises of
the field, whole armies have too late found
themselves destroyed by the dissolving power
of luxury.

We have a remarkable instance of this, my
fellow-citizens, in the army of Hannibal, which,
having withstood the greatest hardships, and
which the most dreadful dangers had never
been able to discourage, in winter quarters, at
Capua, was entirely conquered by plenty and
pleasures.t

The effects of -luxury, though productive of
the greatest misfortunes to an army stationed
in a city, are by no means confined to that
class of men. The great body of the people,
smote by the charms and blandishments of a
life of ease and pleasurement, fall easy victims
to its fascinations. The city, reared by the
forming hand of industry, soon feels the symp-
toms of dissolution—the busy merchant now
no more extends his commerce ; the mechanic
throws aside his chisel; the voice of riot suc-
ceeds to the sounds of the hammer, and the
midnight revel to the vigils of labor.

When a large respectable standing army has
been stationed in a city, commanded by officers
of known patriotism, who have taught those
under their orders to interchange the kind and
friendly offices of life ; citizens, conceiving them~
selves secured from domestic broils and the dan-
ger of invasion from abroad, imperceptibly relax
in their attention to military exercises, and may
thus be exposed as a tempting bait to an aspir-
ing despot ; besides, a people who have made
themselves respectable by their personal atten-
tion to their own defence, neglecting their
militia, may be insulted by those neighbors

& Moore, in his view of soclety and maaners in Europe,
observes—'* As to the common soldiers, the leading idea
of the discipline is, to reduce them in many respects, to
the nature of machlines: that they may have no volition
of their own, but be actuated solely by that of their offi-
cers ; that they may have such a superlative dread of
their officers, as annihilates all fear of the enemy ; that
they may move forward when ordered, without deeper
reasoning or more concern than the firelocks they carry
along with them."

1 Vid. Livy’s Roman history for an account of the bat-
tles, sufferings, and almoet incredible march and destruo~
tion of the renowned Carthaginian general and his

army. .
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who had formerly been accustomed to revere
their power.

When communities have so far mistaken
their interest as to commit the defence of every
thing valuable in life to a standing army, the
love of ease will scarcely permit them to re-
assume the unpleasant task of defending them-
selves.

At the conclusion of a long and bloody war,
the liberties of a people are in real danger from
the admission of troops into a free city. When
an army has suffered every hardship to which
the life of a soldier is peculiarly incident, and
has returned crowned with the well-earned
laurels of the field, they justly expect to be
received into the open arms, and with the
applauses of those for whom they have fought,
and in whose cause they have bled ; in a situa-
tion like this, whole communities, in transport
of gratitude, have weakly sacrificed at the
shrine of a deliverer, every thing for which
their armies have fought, or their heroes bled.

Nations, the most renowned among the
ancients for their wisdom and their policy, have
viewed the army with an eye of attentive
jealousy; the Romans, characterized for per-
sonal bravery,* trembled for their country, at
the sight of one hundred and fifty lictors, or
peace officers, as a guard of the decemviri.
Such an army was dangerous, they said, to
liberty. These politic people knew the prevail-
ing propensity in all mankind to power. The
history of later times has abundantly justified
the wisdom of their jealousies. All parts of
Europe which have been enslaved, have been
enslaved by armies. No nation can be said to
enjoy internal liberty which admits them in a
time of peace. When a government has a
body of standing troops at command, it is easy
to form pretensions for the distribution of them,
80 as to effect their own purposes; when a
favorite point is to be carried, a thousand
soldiers may convey irresistible argument, and
compel men to act against their feelings, inter-
est, and country.

Such were the arguments employed by
Philip the Second, of Spain, to persuade the
inhabitants of the Netherlands to relinquish
their liberties, their property, and their religion ;
the progress of these dreadful measures pro-
duced scenes of massacre and devastation, the

¢ Ja the battles fought in our age, every single soldier
has very little security and confidence except in the multi-
tude ; but among the Romans, every individual, more
sobust and of greater experience in war, as well as more
ioured to the fatigues of it, than the enemy, relied upon
himesif only. He was naturally endued with courage, or
In other words, with that virtus which a sensibility of our
own strength inspires. Montesguisn,
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recital of which must excite exquisite horror in
the most savage breast.

One of the commanders of the army under
the duke of Alva, demanding a pass through
the city of Rotterdam,* was at first refused,
but assuring the magistrates that he meant only
to lead his troops through the town, and not to
lodge them in it, they consented to suffer the
companies to pass through one by one: no
sooner had the first company entered the city,
than the officer, without rcgard to his engage-
ments, ordered them to keep the gates open
until the other companies should arrive: one
of the citizens, endeavoring to shut the gate,
was killed by his own hand ; his troops, eager
to follow his example, drew their swords, and,
giving a-loose to their fury, spread themselves
over the town, and butchered more than three
hundred of the inhabitants.

This was among the first events of that war
which rendered the Netherlands a scene of
horror and devastation for more than thirty
years; but which, whilst it proved the source,
on many occasions, of extreme distress to the
people, called forth an exertion of virtue, spirit,
and intrepidity, which seldom occurs in the
annals of history.—Never was there a more
unequal contest, than between the inhabitants
of the Low-Countries and the Spanish mon-
arch; and never was the issue of any dispute
more contrary to what the parties had reason
to expect.

Under similar circumstances, my fellow-
citizens, a standing army was introduced and
stationed in this city; which produced the
scene we now commemorate, and which I
know you cannot all remember, but let the
stranger hear and let the listening youth be
told—that on the evening of the fifth of March,
seventeen hundred and seventy, under the
orders of a mercenary officer, murder, with
her polluted weapons, stood trampling in the
blood of our slaughtered countrymen ; imagi-
nation cannot well conceive what mingling
passions then convulsed the soul and agonized
the heart ! —those pangs were sharp indeed,
which ushered into life a nation !—like Her-
culest she rose brawny from the cradle, the
snakes of Britain yet hung hissing round her
horrible, and fell!—at her infant voice they

* The whole affair s related at length in Watson's His-
tory of the Low Countries, to which the reader is referred,

t Hercules is represented, when very young, engaged
in the most courageous and dangerous enterprises-—such
as encountering lions, squeezing them to death against
his own breast, or tearing their jaws asunder ; sometimes,
when an infant, grasping serpents with a little smile upon
his cheek, as.if he was pleased with their fine colors and

their motions, and killing them by bis strong gripe with so
much ease, that he scarce deigns to look up on them,
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-hasted—at the dread of her rising arm they
fled away.

America, separated from the nations of
Europe by the mighty ocean, and from Britain
by the mightier hand of heaven, is acknow-
ledged an independent nation ; she has now to
maintain her dignity and importance among
the kingdoms of the earth, May she never be
seduced from her true interest, by subtle in-
trigue, mistaken policy, or misguided ambition !
but, considering her own condition, may she
follow the maxims of wisdom, which are better
than the weapons of war!

It has become fashionable in Europe, to
keep a large standing army in times of peace.
The people of Great Britain have professed
their aversion to the establishment, yet have
suffered it to gain ground upon the idea of
preserving the balance of power. This custom
is so deeply rooted and so firmly established,
that nothing short of annihilation of the govern-
ments where they have been so long tolerated
can abolish the institution.

From the situation and vicinity of the nations
of Europe with respect to each other, the dif-
ferent extent of territory rendering it more
difficult to repel an invasion from some coun-
tries than others, for the celerity of defence
and the more complete security of extensive
countries ; from these and similar considera-
tions, even wise politicians have defended the
propriety of the establishment, but let their
motives be ever so pure the ambitious and the
aspiring have views extensive and ruinous;
they have felt the charms and experienced the
utility of this engine, and are not wanting in
their exertions to support its existence.

Our fortunate alliances in Europe have
secured us from any danger of invasion from
thence ; this security is derived from considera-
tions of the best policy and true interest of the
allied powers.

The new and glorious treaty concluded,
since the last anniversary, with the states of
Holland, whose manners, laws, religion, and
bloody contest for freedom, so nearly resemble
our own,* affords a happy presage of lasting

* If there was ever among nations a natural alliance,
one may be formed between the two republics. The
first planters of the four northern states found in this coun-
try an asylum from persecution, and resided here from
the year one thowsand six hundred and eight, to the year
one thousand six hundred and twenty, twelve years pre-
ceding their migration, They ever entertained and have
transmitted to posterity, a grateful remembrance of that

piotection and hospitality, and especially of that religious
Hberty they found here, having sought it in vain in Eng-
land

" ‘l'ho first inhabitants of two other states, New York
and New Jersey, were immediate emigrants from this
nation, and have transmitted their religion, language,
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security. We may add the situation of our
country, with respect to other dominions, is se
secured by nature, that no one can feign pre-
tensions sufficiently plausible to convince the
people of America of the propriety of support-
ing a standing army in a time of peace ; whilst
memory retains the exploits of our brave citizens
in the fidld, who have joined the standard ot
freedom, and successfully defended her injured
altars and herdevoted rites. The community
will be assured that, upon the basis of a well-
regulated militia, an army may be raised upon
all future occasions sufficient to oppose the
most formidable invaders.

Here, were it pertinent, I would express a
confidence, that when the army shall be dis-
banded, justice, with impartial scale, will
distribute due rewards to those who have
jeoparded their lives in the high places of the
field.

Every American is conscious of the effects
produced by the knowledge of the people in
the use of arms, and from that experience need
not be exhorted to an attention to their militia,

When we consider our own prosperous con-
dition, and view the state of that nation, of

customs, manners and character ; and America in general
until her connections with the house of Bourbon, has ever
considered this nation as her first friend in Europe, whose
history, and the great character it exhibits, in the various
arts of peace, as well as achievements of war by sea and
land, have been particularly studied, admired, and imi-
tated in every state.

‘¢ A similarity of retigion, although it is not deemed so
essential in this as in former ages, to the alliance of nations
is still,as It ever will be thought, a desirable circumstance.
Now it may be said with truth, that there'are notwo
nations, whose worship, doctrine and discipline, are,
more alike than those of the two republics. In this partic-
ular, therefore, as far as it is of weight, an alliance
would be perfectly natural.

** A similarity in the forms of government is usually con-
sidered as another ci st which ders alliances
natural ; and although the constitutions of the two repub-
lics are not perfectly alike, there is yet analogy enough
between them to make a connection easy in this respect.

** The originals of the two republics are so much alike,
that the history of one seemsbut a transcript from that of
the other : so that every Dutchman, instructed in the sub-
ject, must pronounce the American revolution just and
NECessaAry or pass a e upon the g actions of
his immortal ancestors ; actions which have beenapproved
and applauded by mankind, and justified by the decision
of heaven.

** If therefore an analogy of religion, government, origi-
Bal manners, and the most extensive and lasting com-
mercial interests, can form a ground and an invitation to
political connexions, the subscriber fiatters himself, that
in all these particulars the union is so obviously natural,
that there has seldom been & more distinct designation of
Providence to any two distant nations to unite themselves
together."”

Extracts from the memorial to their high mightinesses,
the states general of the United Provinces of the Low-
Countries, by that great statesman and patriot, his excel~
lency John Adams, esq., minister plenipotentiary at the
Hague, dated Leyden, April 19, 2781,
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which we were once a part, we even weep over
our enemy, when we reflect that she was once
great ; that her navies rode formidable upon
the ocean ; that her commerce was extended to
every harbor of the globe ; that her name was
revered wherever it was known ; that the wealth
of nations was deposited in herisland ; and that
America was her friend, but by means of her
standing armies, an immense continent is
separated from her kingdom,* and that once-
mighty empire, ready to fall an untimely victim
to her own mad policy.

Near eight full years have now rolled away
since America has been cast off from the bo-
som and embraces of her pretended parent,
and has set up her own name among the empires.
The assertions of so young a country, were at
first beheld with dubious expectation ; and the
world were ready to stamp the name of rash-
ness or enterprise according to the event.

But a manly and fortunate beginning soon
ensured the most generous assistance. The
renowned and the ancient Gauls came early
to the combat—wise in council—mighty in bat-
tle! then with new fury raged the storm of
war! the seas were crimsoned with the richest
blood of nations! America's chosen legions
waded to freedom through rivers, dyed with the
mingled blood of her enemies and her citizens ;
through fields of carnage, and the gates of
death!

At length independence is ours—the halcyon
day appears! lo from the east I see the har-
binger, and from the train, 'tis peace herself,
and as attendants, all the gentle arts of life;
commerce displays her snow-white navies
fraught with the wealth of kingdoms; plenty
from her copious horn, pours forth her richest
gifts. Heaven commands! the east and the
west give up, and the north keeps not back ! all
nations meet! and beat their swords into
plough-shares and their spears into pruning-
hooks, and resolve to learn war no more.
Henceforth shall the American wilderness blos-
som as the rose, and every man shall sit under
his vine and under his fig-tree, and none shall
make him afraid.

¢ A doubt may be entertained of the truth of this asser-
tioa ; but we can hardly believe that it would have entered
foto the head of a minister or parliament, to collect a
in Great Britain to enforce their acts in America ;
in our view, had the army been disbanded at the

the last war, America and Britain at this moment
have bees parts of the same kingdom.

Lk
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IMPORTANT LETTER

WRITTEN BY GOV. HUTCHINSON OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS, JULY 20, 1770.

A great number of governor Hutchinson's
letters have lately fallen into the hands of our
people. A correspondent at Roxbury has
favored us with the following extract from one
of them to general Gage, then at New York,
dated at Boston, July 20, 1770. “It appears
to me to be a matter of great importance to
his majesty’s general service, and to the real
interest of the colonies, that the discord begin-
ning between New York and us should be en-
couraged: I wrote some time ago to Mr.
C——upon this subject, but he rather declined
concerning himself in it; he certainly hasa
strange aversion, which nothing but the con-
federacy against Great Britain could have
conquered : this has too much the appearance
of Machiavelian policy; but it is justifiable, as
it has the most obvious tendency to save the
colonies ruining themselves, as well as pre-
venting them destroying the mother country.
If Pennsylvania could be brought to take part
with New York, I think the dusiness would be
done. 1 must beg the favor of you not to let
this letter come under any other than your own
observation,”

MASSACHUSETTS STATE PAPERS.

SPEECH

oF Gov. T. HUTCHINSON TO THE COUNCIL
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB.

16, 1773.

Gentlemen of the Council, and
Gentlemen of the House of Representatsves.

The proceedings of such of the inhabitants
of the town of Boston, as assembled together,
and passed and published their resolves or
votes, as the act of the town, at a legal town
meeting, denying, in the most express terms,
the supremacy of parliament, and inviting every
other town and district in the province, to
adopt the same principle, and to establish com
mittees of correspondence, to consult upon
proper measures to maintain it, and the pro-
ceedings of divers other towns, in consequence
of this invitation, appeared to me to be so un-
warrantable, and of such a dangerous nature
and tendency, that I thought myself bound to
call upon you in my speech at opening the ses-
sion, to join with me in discountenancing and
bearing a proper testimony agamst such irreg-
ularities and innovations,
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I stated to you fairly and truly, as I con-
ceived, the constitution of the kingdom and of
the province, so far as relates to the depend-
ence of the former upon the latter; and I de-
sired you, if you differed from me in sentiments,
to show me, with candor, my own errors, and
to give your reasons in support of your opinions,
so far as you might differ from me. I hoped
that you would have considered my speech by
your joint committees, and have given me a joint
answer: but as the house of representatives
have declined that mode of proceeding, and as
your principles in government are very differ-
ent, I am obliged to make separate and dis-
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tinct replies. I shall first apply myself to
you,
Gentlemen of the Councdl :

The two first parts of your answer, which re-
spect the disorders occasioned by the stamp
act, and the general nature of supreme author-
ity, do not appear to have a tendency to invali-
date anything which I have said in my speech;
for, however the stamp act may have been
the immediate occasion of any disorders, the
authority of parliament was, notwithstanding,
denied, in order to justify or excuse them. And,
for the nature of the supreme authority of par-
liament, I have never given you any reason to
suppose, that I intended a more absolute power
in parliament, or a greater degree of active or
passive obedience in the people, than what is
founded in the nature of government, let the
form of it be what it may. I shall, therefore,
pass over those parts of your answer, without
any other remark. I would also have saved
you the trouble of all those authorities which
you have brought to show, that all taxes upon
English subjects, must be levied by virtue of
the act, not of the king alone, but in conjunc-
tion with the lords and commons, for I should
very readily have allowed it; and I should as
readily have allowed, that all other acts of
legislation must be passed by the same joint
authority, and not by the king alone,

Indeed, I am not willing to continue a con-
troversy with you, upon any other parts of
your answer. I am glad to find, that inde-
pendence is not what you have in contem-
plation, and that you will not presume to
prescribe the exact limits of the authority
of parliament, only, as with due deference to it,
you are humbly of opinion, that, as all human
authority in the nature of it is, and ought to be
limited, it cannot constitutionally extend, for
the reasons you have suggested, to the levying
of taxes, in any form, on his majesty’s subjects
of this province.

OF THE REVOLUTION.

I will only observe, that your attempts ta
drawa line as the limits of the supreme author-
ity in government, by distinguishing some natu-
ral rights, as more peculiarly exempt from such
authority than the rest, rather tend to evince
the impracticability of drawing such a line:
and that some parts of your answer seem to
infer a supremacy in the province, at the same
time that you acknowledge the supremacy of
parliament ; for otherwise, the rights of the
subjects cannot be the same in all essential re-
spects, as you suppose them to be, in all parts
of the dominions, “under a like form of
legislature.”

From these, therefore, and other considera-
tions, I cannot help flattering myself, that upon
more mature deliberation, and in order to a
more consistent plan of government, you will
choose rather to doubt the expediency of par-
liament’s exercising its authority in cases that
may happen, than to limit the authority itself,
especially, as you agree with me in the proper
method of obtaining a redress of grievances by
constitutional representations, which cannot
well consist with a denial of the authority to
which the representations are made ; and from
the best information I have been able to obtain,
the denial of the authority of parliament, ex-
pressly, or by implication, in those petitions to
which you refer, was the cause of their being
admitted, and not any advice given by the min-
ister to the agents of the colonies. I must en-
large, and be more particular in my reply to you,

Gentlemen of the House of Representatsves :

1 shall take no notice of that part of your
answer, which attributes the disorders of the
province, to an undue exercise of the power of
parliament ; because you take for granted, what
can by no means be admitted, that parliament
had exercised its power without just authority.
The sum of your answer, so far as it is perti-
nent to my speech, is this.

You allege that the colonies were an acqui-
sition of foreign territory, not annexed to the
realm of England ; and, therefore, at the abso-
lute disposal of the crown ; the king, having, as
you take it, a constitutional right to dispose of,
and alienate any part of his territories, not
annexed to the realm: that Queen Elizabeth
accordingly conveyed the property, dominion,
and sovereignty of Virginia, to Sir Walter
Raleigh, to be held of the crown by hom?
and a certain render, without reserving dhy
share in the legislative and executive authority :
that the subsequent grants of America were
similar in this respect ; that they were without
any reservation for securing the subjection of
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the colonists to the parliament, and future laws
of England; that this was the sense of the
English crown, the nation, and our predeces-
sors, when they first took possession of this
country; that, if the colonies were not then an-
nexed to the realm, they cannot have been an-
nexed since that time ; that, if they are not now
annexed to the realm, they are not part of the
kingdom ; and, consequently, not subject to the
legislative authority of the kingdom; for no
country, by the common law, was subject to
the laws or to the parliament, but the realm of
England.

Now, 4f this foundation shall fail you in
every part of it, as I think it will, the fabric
which you have raised upon it must certainly
fall.

Let me then observe to you, that as English
subjects, and agreeable to the dectrine of feu-
dal tenure, all our lands and tenements are
held mediately, or immediately, of the crown,
and although the possession and use, or profits,
be in the subject, there still remains a dominion
in the crown. When any new countries are
discovered by English subjects, according to
the general law and usage of nations, they
become part of the state, and, according to the
feudal system, the lordship or dominion, is in
the crown ; and a right accrues of disposing of
such territories, under such tenure, or for such
services to be performed, as the crown shall
judge proper; and whensoever any part of
such territories, by grant from the crown, be-
comes the possession or property of private
persons, such persons, thus holding, under
the crown of England, remain, or become sub-
jects of England, to all intents and purposes,
as fully as if any of the royal manors, forests,
or other territory, within the realm, had been
granted to them upon the like tenure. But
that it is now, or was, when the plantations
were first granted, the prerogative of the kings
of England to alienate such territories from the
crown, or to constitute a number of new gov-
ernments, altogether independent of the sove-
reign legislative authority of the English empire,
I can by no means concede to you. I have
never seen any better authority to support such
an opinion, than an anonymous pamphlet, by
which, [ fear, you have too easily been misled ;
for I shall presently show you, that the declara-
tions of king James the I. and of king Charles
the I, admitting they are truly related by the
author of this pamphlet, ought to have no
weight with you; nor does the cession or res-
toration, upon a treaty of peace, of countries
which have been lost or acquired in war, mili-
tate with these principles; nor may any partic-
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ular act of power of a prince, in selling, or
delivering up any part of his dominions to a
foreign prince or state, against the general
sense of the nation, be urged to invalidate
them ; and, upon examination, it will appear,
that all the grants which have been made of
America, are founded upon them, and are
made to conform to them, even those which you
have adduced in support of very different
principles.

You do not recollect that, prior to what you
call the first grant by queen Elizabeth to Sir
Walter Raleigh, a grant had been made by
the same princess, to Sir Humphrey Gilbert,
of all such countries as he should discover,
which were to be of the allegiance of her, her
heirs and successors; but he dying in the
prosecution of his voyage, a second grant was
made to Sir Walter Raleigh, which, you say,.
conveyed the dominion and sovereignty, with-
out any reserve of legislative or executive
authority, being held by homage and a render.
To hold by homage, which implies fealty and
a render, is descriptive of soccage tenure, as
fully as if it had been said to hold, as of our
manor of East Greenwich, the words in your
charter. Now, this alone was a reserve of
dominion and sovereignty in the queen, her
heirs and successors; and, besides this, the
grant is made upon this express condition,
which you pass over, that the people remain
subject to the crown of, England, the head of
that legislative authority, which, by the Eng-
lish constitution, is equally extensive with the
authority of the crown, throughout every part
of the dominions. Now, if we could suppose
the queen to have acquired, separate from her
relation to her subjects, or in her natural
capacity, which she could not do, a title to a
country discovered by her subjects, and then
to grant the same country to English subjects,
in her public capacity as queen of England,
still, by this grant, she annexed it to the crown.
Thus, by not distinguishing between the crown
of England and the kings and queens of Eng-
land, in their personal or natural capacities,
you have been led into a fundamental error,
which must prove fatal to your system. It is
not material, whether Virginia reverted to the
crown by Sir Walter’s attainder, or whether he
never took any benefit from his grant, though
the latter is most probable, seeing he ceased
from all attempts to take possession of the
country after a few years'trial. There were,
undoubtedly, divers grants made by king James
the 1. of the continent of America, in the be-
ginning of the seventeenth century, and similar
to the grant of queen Elizabeth, in this respect,
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that they were dependent on the crown. The
charter to the council at Plymouth, in Devon,
dated November 3, 1620, more immediately
respects us, and of that we have the most
authentic remains.

By this charter, upon the petition of Sir
Ferdinando Gorges, a corporation was constitu-
ted, to be, and continue by succession, forever
in the town of Plymouth aforesaid, to which
corporation, that part of the American conti-
nent, which lies between 40 and 48 degrees of
latitude, was granted, to be held of the king,
his heirs and successors, as of the manor of
‘East Greenwich, with powers to constitute
subordinate governments in America, and to
make laws for such governments, not repug-
nant to the laws and statutes of England.
From this corporation, your predecessors ob-
tained a grant of the soil of the colony of Mas-
sachusetts-Bay, in 1627, and in 1628, they
obtained a charter from king Charles the 1.
making them a distinct corporation, also with-
in the realm, and giving them full powers
within limits of their patent, very like to those
of the council of Plymouth, throughout their
more extensive territory.

We will now consider what must have been
the sense of the king, of the nation, and of the
- patentees, at the time of granting these patents.
From the year 1602, the banks and sea coasts
of New England had been frequented by Eng-
lish subjects, for catching and drying cod-fish.
When an exclusive right to the fishery was
claimed, by virtue of the patent of 1620, the
house of commons was alarmed, and a bill
was brought in for allowing a free fishery;
and it was upon this occasion, that one of the
secretaries of state declared, perhaps as his
own opinion, that the plantations were not an-
nexed to the crown, and so were not within
the jurisdiction of parliament. Sir Edwin
Sandys, who was one of the Virginia company,
and an eminent lawyer, declared, that he knew
Virginia had been annexed, and was held of
the crown, as of the manor of East Greenwich,
and he believed New England was so also ; and
so it most certainly was. This declaration, made
by one of the king’s servants, you say, shewed
the sense of the crown, and, being not secretly,
but openly declared in parliament, you would
make it the sense of the nation also, not-
withstanding your own assertion, that the
Jords and commons passed a bill, that shewed
their sense to be directly the contrary. But if
there had been full evidence of express declara-
tions made by king James the I. and king
Charles the L. they were declarations contrary
to their own grants, which declare this country
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to be held of the crown, and consequently it
must have been annexed to it. And may not
such declarations be accounted for by other
actions of those princes, who, when they were
soliciting the parliament to grant the duties of
tonnage and poundage, with other aids, and
were, in this way, acknowledging the rights of
parliament, at the same time were requiring
the payment of those duties, with ship money,
etc., by virtue of their prerogative ?

But to remove all doubts of the sense of the
nation, and of the patentees of this patent, or
charter, in 1620, I need only refer you to the
account published by Sir Ferdinando Gorges
himself, of the proceedings in parliament upon
this occasion. As he was the most active
member of the council of Plymouth, and, as he
relates what came within his own knowledge
and observation, his narrative, which has all
the appearance of truth and sincerity, must
carry conviction with it. He says, that soon
after the patent was passed, and whilst it lay
in the crown office, he was summoned to ap-
pear in parliament, to answer what was to be
objected against it; and the house being in a
committee, and Sir Edward Coke, that great
oracle of the law, in the chair, he was called
to the bar, and was told by Sir Edward, that
the house understood that a patent had been
granted to the said Ferdinando, and divers
other noble persons, for establishing a col-
ony in New England, that this was deemed
a grievance of the commonwealth, contrary to
the laws, and to the privileges of the subject,
that it was a monopoly, etc., and he required
the delivery of the patent into the house. Sir
Ferdinando Gorges made no doubt of the
authority of the house, but submitted to their
disposal of the patent, as, in their wisdom,

-they thought good; ‘“not knowing, under

favor, how any action of that kind could be a
grievance to the public, seeing it was under-
taken for the advancement of religion, the en«
largement of the bounds of our nation, etc.
He was willing, however, to submit the whole
to the honorable censures.” After divers
attendances, he imagined he had satisfied the
house, that the planting a colony was of much
more consequence, than a simple disorderly
course of fishing. He was, notwithstanding
disappointed ; and, when the public grievances
of the kingdom were presented by the two
houses, that of the patent for New England
was the first. Ido not know how the parlia-
ment could have shewn more fully the sense
they then had of their authority over this new
acquired territory ; nor can we expect better
evidence of the sense which the patentees had
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of it, for I know of no historical fact, of which
we have less reason to doubt.

And now, gentlemen, I will shew you how it
appears from our charter itself, which you say
1 have not yet been pleased to point out to you,
except from that clause, which restrains us
from making laws repugnant to the laws of
England ; that it was the sense of our prede-
cessors, at the time when the charter was
granted, that they were to remain subject to
the supreme authority of parliament.

Besides this clause, which I shall have occa-
sion further to remark upon before I finish, you
will find that, by the charter, a grant was made
of exemption from all taxes and impositions
upon any goods imported into New England,
or exported from thence into England, for the
space of twenty-one years, except the custom
of five per cent. upon such goods as, after the
expiration of seven years, should be brought
into England. Nothing can be more plain, than
that the charter, as well as the patent to the
council of Plymouth, constitutes a corporation
in England, with powers to create a subordi-
nate government or governments within the
plantation, so that there would always be sub-
Jects of taxes and impositions both in the king-
dom and in the plantation. An exemption for
twenty-one years, implies a right of imposition
after the expiration of the term, and there is
no distinction between the kingdom and the
plantation. By what authority then, in the
understanding of the parties, were those impo-
sitions to be laid? If any, to support a system,
should say by the king, rather than to ac-
knowledge the authority of parliament, yet this
could not be the sense of one of our principal
patentees, Mr, Samuel Vassal, who, at that
instant, 1628, the date of the charter, was
suffering the loss of his goods, rather than sub-
mit to an imposition laid by the king, without
the authority of parliament ; and to prove that,
a few years after, it could not be the sense of
the rest, I need only to refer you to your own
records for the year 1642, where you will find
an order of the house of commons, conceived
in such terms as discover a plain reference to
this part of the charter, after fourteen years of
the twenty-one were expired. By this order,
the house of commons declare, that all goods
and merchandise exported to New England, or
imported from thence, shall be free from all
taxes and impositions, both in the kingdom
and New England, until the house shall take
farther order therein to the contrary. The
sense which our predecessors had of the bene-
fit which they took from this order, evidently
appears from the vote of the general court,
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acknowledging their humble thankfulness, and
preserving a grateful remembrance of the
honorable respect from that high court, and
resolving, that the order sent unto them, under
the hand of the clerk of the honorable house
of commons, shall be entered among their public
records, to remain there unto posterity. And,
in an address to parliament, nine years after,
they acknowledge, among other undeserved
favors, that of taking off the customs from
them. . ’

I am ata loss to know what your ideas could
be, when you say that, if the plantations are
not part of the realm, they are not part of the
kingdom, seeing the two words can properly
convey but one idea, and they have one and
the same signification in the different languages
from whence they are derived. I do not charge
you with any design; but the equivocal use of
the word realm, in several parts of your an-
swer, makes them perplexed and obscure,
Sometimes you must intend the whole dominion,
which is subject to the authority of parliament ;
sometimes only strictly the territorial realm,

"to which other dominions are, or may be an-

nexed. If you mean that no countries, but the
ancient territorial realm, can, constitutionally
be subject to the supreme authority of Eng-
land, which you have very incautiously said is
a rule of the common law of England—this is
a doctrine which you will never be able to sup-
port. That the common law should be con-
troled and changed by statutes, every day’s
experience teaches ; but that the common law
prescribes limits to the extent of the legislative
power, I believe has never been said upon any
other occasion. That acts of parliaments, for
several hundred years past, have respected
countries, which are not strictly within the
realm, you might easily have discovered by the
statute books. You will find acts for regula-
ting the affairs of Ireland, though a separate
and distinct kingdom. Wales and Calais,
whilst they sent no representatives to parlia-
ment, were subject to the like regulations ; so
are Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, &c. which send
no members to this day. These countries are
not more properly a part of the ancient realm,
than the plantations, nor do 1 know they can
more properly be said to be annexed to the
realm, unless the declaring that acts of parlia-
ment shall extend to Wales, though not par-
ticularly named, shall make it so, which I
conceive it does not, in the sense you intend.
Thus, 1 think, I have made it appear that
the plantations, though not strictly within the
realm, have, from the beginning, been consti-
tutionally subject to the supreme authority of
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the realm, and are so far annexed to it, as to
be, with the realm and the other dependencies
upon it, one entire dominion; and that the
plantation, or colony of Massachusetts-Bay in
particular, is holden as feudatory of the impe-
rial crown of England. Deem it to be no part
of the realm, it is immaterial; for, to use the
words of a very great authorityin a case, in
some respects analogous, * being feudatory, the
conclusion necessarily follows, that it is under
the government of the king's laws and the
king’s courts, in cases proper for them to in-
terpose, (like counties Palatine) it has peculiar
laws and customs, jura regalia, and complete
jurisdiction at home.” .

Your remark upon, and construction of the
words, not repugnant to the laws of England,
are much the same with those of the council ;
but can any reason be assigned why the laws
of England, as they stood just at that period,
should be pitched upon as the standard, more
than at any other period? If so, why was it
not recurred to when the second charter was
granted, more than sixty years after the first ?
It is not improbable, that the original intention
might be a repugnancy in general, and for¢sors,
such laws as were made more immediately to
respect us, but the statute of 7th and 8th of
king William and queen Mary, soon after the
second charter, favors the latter construction
only, and the province agent, Mr. Dummer, in
his much applauded defence of the charter,
says that, then, a law in the plantations may
be said to be repugnant toa law made in
Great Britain, when it flatly contradicts it, so
far as the law made there mentions and relates
to the plantations. But, gentlemen, there is
another clause, both in the first and second
charter, which, I think, will serve to explain
this, or to render all dispute upon the construc-
tion of it unnecessary. You are enabled to
impose such oaths only, as are warrantable by,
or not repugnant to the laws and statutes of
the realms. I believe you will not contend,
that these clauses must mean such oaths only
as were warrantable at the respective times
when the charters were granted. It has often
been found necessary, since the date of the
charters, to alter the forms of oaths to the
government by acts of parliament, and such
alterations have always been conformed to in
the plantations.

Lest you should think that I admit the au-
thority of king Charles the IL,in giving his
assent to an act of the assembly of Virginia,
which you subjoin to the authorities of James
the 1. and Charles the 1. to have any weight, I
must observe to you, that I do not see any
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greater inconsistency with Magna Charta, in
the king’s giving his assent to an act of a sub-
ordinate legislature immediately, or in person,
than when he does it mediately by his gover-
nor or substitute; but if it could be admitted,
that such an assent discovered the king's judg-
ment that Virginia was independent, would you
lay any stress upon it, when the same king was,
from time to time, giving his assent to acts of
parliament, which inferred the dependence of
all the colonies, and had, by one of those acts,
declared the plantations to be inhabited and
peopled by his majesty’s subjects of England ?

I gave you no reason to remark upon the
absurdity of a grant, to persons not born with-
in the realm, of the same liberties which
would have belonged to them, if they had been
born within the realm: but rather guarded
against it, by considering such grant as declara-
tory only, and in the nature of an assurance,
that the plantations would be considered as the
dominions of England. But is there no absur-
dity in a grant from the king of England, of
the liberties and immunities of Englishmen to
persons born in, and who are to inhabit other
territories than the dominions of England ; and
would such grant, whether by charter, or other
letters patent, be sufficient to make them in-
heritable, or to entitle them to the other liber-
ties and immunities of Englishmen, in any part
of the English dominions ?

As I am willing to rest the point between us;
upon the plantations having been, from their
first discovery and settlement under the crown,
a part of the dominions of England, I shall not
take up any time in remarking upon your argu-
ments, to show that, since that time, they
cannot have been made a part of those domin-
ions.

The remaining parts of your answer are
principally intended to prove that, under both
charters, it hath been the sense of the people
that they were not subjectto the jurisdiction of
parliament, and, for this purpose, you have
made large extracts from the history of the
colony. Whilst you are doing honor to the
book, by laying any stress upon its authority,
it would have been no more than justice to the
author, if you had cited some other passage in
my speech to the history. I have said that,
except about the time of the anarchy, which
preceded the restoration of king Charles the 11.
I have not discovered that the authority of
parliament had been called in question, even
by particular persons. It was, as I take it from
the principles imbibed in those times of anarchy,
that the persons of influence, mentioned in the
history, disputed the authority of parliament,
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but the government would not venture to dis-
puteit. On the contrary, in four or five years
after the restoration, the government declared
to the king's commissioners, that the act of
navigation had been for some years observed
here, that they knew not of its being greatly
violated, and that such laws as appeared to be
against it, were repealed. It is not strange,
that these persons of influence should prevail
upon a great part of the people to fall in, for a
time, with their opinions, and to suppose acts
of the colony necessary to give force to acts of
parliament. The government, however, several
years before the charter was vacated, more ex-
plicitly acknowledged the authority of parlia-
ment, and voted that their governor should
take the oath required of him, faithfully to do
and perform all matters and things enjoined
him by the acts of trade. I have not recited in
my speech, all these particulars, nor had 1
them all in my mind ; but I think, I have said
nothing inconsistent with them. My principles
in government, are still the same with what
they appearto be in the book you refer to ; nor
am I conscious that, by any part of my conduct
1 have given cause to suggest the contrary.

Inasmuch as you say that I have not partic-
ularly pointed out to you the acts and doings
of the general assembly, which relate to acts
of parliament, I will do it now, and demonstrate
to you that such acts have been acknowledged
by the assembly, or submitted to by the people.

From your predecessors’ removal to America,
until the year 1640, there was no session of
parliament ; and the first short session, of a few
days only, in 1640, and the whole of the next
session, until the withdraw of the king, being
taken up in the disputes between the king and
the parliament. there could be no room for
plantation affairs. Soon after the king’s with-
draw, the house of commons passed the mem-
orable order of 1642; and, from that time to
the restoration, this plantation seems to have
been distinguished from the rest; and the
several acts and ordinances, which respected
the other plantations, were never enforced
here ; and, possibly, under color of the exemp-
tion, in 1642, it might not bc mtended they
should be executed.

For fifteen or sixteen years a.ﬁer the restora-
tion, there was no officer of the customs in the
colony, except the governor, annually elected
by the people, and the acts of trade were but
little regarded ; nor did the governor take the
oath required of governors, by the act of the
12th of king Charles the IL until the time
which I have mentioned.—Upon the revolu-
tion, the force of an act of parliament was
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evident, in a case of as great importance as
any which could happen to the colony. King
William and queen Mary were proclaimed in
the colony, king and queen of England, France,
and Ireland, and the dominions thereunto
belonging, in the room of king James; and
this, not by virtue of an act of the colony, for
no such act ever passed, but by force of an act
of parliament, which altered the succession to
the crown, and for which the people waited
several weeks, with anxious concern. By force
of another act of parliament, and that only,
such officers of the colony as had taken the
oaths of allegiance to king James, deemed
themselves at liberty to take, and accordingly
did take, the oaths to king William and queen
Mary. And that I may mention other acts of
the like nature together, it is by force of an act
of parliament, that the illustrious house of
Hanover succeeded to the throne of Britain
and its dominions, and by several other acts,
the forms of the oaths have, from time to time,
been altered ; and, by a late act, that form was
established which every one of us has complied
with, as the charter, in express words, requires,
and makes our duty. Shall we now dispute
whether acts of parliament have been submitted
to, when we find them submitted to, in points
which are of the very essence of our constitu-
tion? If you should disown that authority,
which has power even to change the succession
to the crown, are you in no danger of denying
the authority of our most gracious sovereign,
which I am sure none of you can have in your
thoughts ?

1 think I have before shewn you, gentlemen,
what must have been the sense of our predeces-
sors at the time of the first charter; let us now,
whilst we are upon the acts and doings of the
assembly, consider what it must have been at
the time of the second charter. Upon the first
advice of the revolution in England, the
authority which assumed the government,
instructed their agents to petition parliament
to restore the first charter, and a bill for that
purpose passed the house of commons, but
went no further, Was not this owning the
authority of parliament? By an act of parlia-
ment, passed in the first year of king William
and queen Mary, a form of oaths was estab-
lished, to be taken by those princes, and by all
succeeding kings and queens of England, at
their coronation; the first of which is, that
they will govern the people of the kingdom,
and the dominions thereunto belonging, ac-
cording to the statutes in parliament agreed
on, and the laws and customs of the same,
When the colony directed their agents to make
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their humble application to king William, to
grant the second charter, they could have no
other pretence than, as they were inhabitants
of part of the dominions of England ; and they
also knew the oath the king had taken, to
govern them according to the statutes in par-
liament. Surely, then, at the time of this
charter, also, it was the sense of our predeces-
sors, as well as of the king and of the nation,
that there was, and would remain, a supremacy
in the parliament. About the same time, they
acknowledge, in an address to the king, that
they have no power to make laws repugnant to
the laws of England. And, immediately after
the assumption of the powers of government,
by virtue of the new charter, an act was
to revive, for a limited time, all the local laws
of the colonies of Massachusetts Bay and New
" Plymouth, respectively, not repugnant to the
laws of England. And, at the same session,
an act passed, establishing naval officers, in
several ports of the province, for which this
reason is given, that all undue trading, contrary
to an act of parliament, made in the fifteenth
year of king Charles II. may be prevented in
this, their majesty’s province. The act of this
province, passed so long ago as the second
year of king George the I. for stating the fees
of the custom house officers, must have relation
to the acts of parliament, by which they are
constituted ; and the provision made in that
act of the province, for extending the port of
Boston to all the roads, as far as Cape Cod,
could be for no other purpose, than for the
more effectual carrying the acts of trade into
execution. And, to come nearer to the present
time, when an act of parliament had passed, in
1771, for putting an end to certain unwarranta-
ble schemes, in this province, did the authority
of government, or those persons more immedi-
ately affected by it, ever dispute the validity of
it? On the contrary, have not a number of
acts been passed in the province, the burdens
to which such persons were subjected, might
be equally apportioned ; and have not all those
acts of the province been very carefully framed,
to prevent their militating with the act of par-
liament? I will mention, also, an act of
parliament, made in the first year of queen
Anne, although the proceedings upon it more
immediately respected the council. By this act
no office, civil or military, shall be void, by the
death of the king, but shall continue six months,
unless suspended, or made void, by the next
successor. By force of this act, governor
Dudley continued in the administration six
months from the demise of queen Anne,
and immediately after, the council assumed
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the administration, and continued it until
a proclamation arrived from king George, by
virtue of which governor Dudley reassumed
the government. It would be tedious to
enumerate the addresses, votes and messages,
of both the council and house of representa-
tives, to the same purpose. I have said enough
to shew that this government has submitted to
parliament, from a conviction of its constitu-
tional supremacy, and this not from inconsider~
ation, nor merely from reluctance at the idea
of contending with the parent state.

If, then, I have made it appear that, both by
the first and second charters, we hold our lands,
and the authority of government, not of the
king, but of the crown of England, that being
a dominion of the crown of England, we are
consequently subject to the supreme authority
of England. That this hath been the sense
of this plantation, except in those few years
when the principles of anarchy, which had
prevailed in the kingdom, had not lost their
influence here; and if, upon a review of your
principles, they shall appear to you to have
been delusive and erroneous, as I think they
must, o, if you shall only be in doubt of them,
you certainly will not draw that conclusion,
which otherwise you might do, and which I
am glad you have hitherto avoided ; especially
when you consider the obvious and inevitable
distress and misery of independence upon out
mother country, if such independence could be
allowed or maintained, and the probability of
much greater distress, which we are not able
to foresee.

You ask me, if we have not reason to fear
we shall soon be reduced to a worse situa-
tion than that of the colonies of France, Spain,
or Holland. I may safely affirm that we have
not ; that we have no reason to fear any evils
from a submission to the authority of parlia-
ment, equal to what we must feel from its
authority being disputed, from an uncertain
rule of law and government. For more than
seventy years together, the supremacy of par-
liament was acknowledged, without complaints
of grievance. The effect of every measure
cannot be foreseen by human wisdom. What
can be expected more, from any authority, than
when the unfitness of a measure is discovered,
to make it void? When, upon the united
representations and complaints of the Ameri-
can colonies, any acts have appeared to parlia-
ment to be unsalutary, have there not been
repeated instances of the repeal of such acts?
We cannot expect these instances should be
carried so far as to be equivalent to a disa-
vowal, or relinquishment of the right itself.
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Why, then, shall we fear for ourselves, and our
posterity, greater rigor of government for
seventy years to come, than what we and our
predecessors have felt, in the seventy years
past.

You must give me leave, gentlemen, in a few
words, to vindicate myself from a charge, in
one part of your answer, of having, by my
speech, reduced you to the unhappy alternative
of appearing, by your silence, to acquiesce in
my sentiments, or of freely discussing this
point of the supremacy of parliament. I saw,
as I have before observed, the capital town of
the province, without being reduced to such an
alternative, voluntarily, not only discussing but
determining this point, and inviting every other
town and district in the province to do the like.
I saw that many of the principal towns had
followed the example, and that there was immi-
nent danger of a compliance in most, if not all
the rest, in order to avoid being distinguished.
Was not I reduced to the alternative of ren-
dering myself justly obnoxious to the displea-
sure of my sovereign, by acquiescing in such
irregularities, or of calling upon you to join
with me in suppressing them? Might I not
rather have expected from you an expression
of your concern, that any persons should pro-
ject and prosecute a plan of measures, which
would lay me under the necessity of bringing
this point before you? It was so far from
being my inclination, that nothing short of a
sense of my duty to the king, and the obliga-
tions I am under to consult your true interest,
could have compelled me to it.

Gentlemen of the Council, and
Gentlemen of the House of Reprc:entatm:,

We all profess to be the loyal and dutiful
subjects of the king of Great Britain. His
majesty considers the British empire as one
entire dominion, subject to one legislative
power; a due submission to which, is essen-
tial to the maintenance of the rights, liberties
and privileges of the several parts of this do-
minion. We have abundant evidence of his
majesty’s tender and impartial regard to the
rights of his subjects; and I am authorized to
say, that “ his majesty will most graciously
approve of every constitutional measure that
may contribute to the peace, the happiness,
and prosperity of his colony of Massachusetts-
Bay, and which may have the effect to shew
to the world, that he has no wish beyond that
of reigning in the hearts and affections of
m Mp‘e"l

T. HUTCHINSON,

8

ANSWER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE-
SENTATIVES.

TO THE SPEECH OF THE GOVERNOR, OF FEB-
RUARY SIXTEENTH ; MARCH 32, 1773.

May it please your Excellency,

In your speech, at the opening of the present
session, your excellency expressed your dis-
pleasure at some late proceedings of the town
of Boston, and other principal towns in the
province. And, in another speech to both
houses, we have your repeated exceptions at
the same proceedings, as being * unwarrant-
able,” and of a dangerous nature and tendency ;
«“ against which, you thought yourself bound to
call upon us to join with you in bearing a
proper testimony.” This house have not dis-
covered any principles advanced by the town
of Boston, that are unwarrantable by the céh-
stitution ; nor does it appear to us, that they
have “ invited every other town and district in
the province to adopt their principles.,” We
are fully convinced, that it is our duty to bear
our testimony against * innovations, of a dan-
gerous nature and tendency; " but it is clearly
our opinion, that it is the indisputable right of
all, or any of his majesty’s subjects, in this
province, regularly and orderly to meet to-
gether, to state the grievances they labor under ;
and to propose, and unite in such constitutional
measures, as they shall judge necessary or
proper, to obtain redress. ' This right has been
frequently exercised by his majesty’s subjects
within the realm; and we do not recollect an
instance, since the happy revolution, when the
two houses of parliament have been called
upon to discountenance, or bear their testimony
against it, in a speech from the throne.

Your excellency is pleased to take notice of
some things which we * allege,” in our answer
to your first speech; and the observation you
make, we must confess, is as natural and un-
deniably true, as any one that could have been
made ; that, if our foundation shall fail us
in every part of it, the fabric we have raised
upon it must certainly fall.” You think this
foundation will fail us; but we wish your ex-
cellency had condescended to a consideration
of what we have “adduced in support of our
principles.”” We might then, perhaps, have
had some things offered for our conviction,
more than bare affirmations ; which, we must
beg to be excused if we say, are far from being
sufficient, though they came with your excel-
lency’s authority, for which, however, we have
a due regard.

Your excellency says that, “as English sub-
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jects, and agreeable to the doctrine of the
feudal tenure, all our lands are held mediately,
or immediately, of the erown.” We trust your
excellency does not mean to introduce the
feudal system in its perfection; which, to use
the words of one of our greatest historians,
was “a state of perpetual war, anarchy, and
confusion, calculated solely for defence against
the assaults of any foreign power ; but, in its
provision for the interior order and tranquillity
of society, extremely defective. A constitution,
so contradictory to all the principles that
govern mankind, could never be brought about,
but by foreign conquest or native usurpation.”
—And a very celebrated writer calls it, * that
most iniquitous and absurd form of govern-
ment, by which human nature was so shame-
fully degraded.” This system of iniquity, by a
strange kind of fatality, “though originally
formed for an encampment, and for military
purposes only, spread over a great part of
Europe;” and, to serve the purposes of
oppression and tyranny, “was adopted by
princes, and wrought into their civil constitu-
tions;” and, aided by the canon law, cal-
culated by the Roman Pontiff to exalt himself
above all that is called God, it prevailed to the
almost utter extinction of knowledge, virtue,
religion and liberty from that part of the earth.
But, from the time of the reformation, in pro-
portion as knowledge, which then darted its
rays upon the benighted world, increased and
spread among the people, they grew impatient
under this heavy yoke ; and the most virtuous
and sensible among them, to whose steadfast-
ness we, in this distant age and climate, are
greatly indebted, were determined to get rid
of it ; and, though they have in a great measure
subdued its power and influence in England,
they have never yet totally eradicated its
principles.

Upon these principles, the king claimed an
absolute right to, and a perfect estate in, all the
lands within his dominions ; but how he came
by this absolute right and perfect estate, is a
mystery which we have never seen unravelled,
nor is it our business or design, at present, to
inquire. He granted parts or parcels of it to
his friends, the great men, and they granted
lesser parcels to their tenants. All, therefore,
derived their right and held their lands, upon
these principles, mediately or immediately of
the king, which Mr. Blackstone, however, calls,
“in reality, a mere fiction of our English
tenures.”

By what right, in nature and reason, the
christian princes in Europe, claimed the lands
of heathen people, upon a discovery made by
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any of their subjects, is equally mysterious.
Such, however, was the doctrind universally
prevailing, when the lands in America were
discovered ;.but, as the people of England,
upon those principles, held all the lands they
possessed, by grants from the king, and the
king had never granted the lands in America to
them, it is certain they could have no sort of
claim to them. Upon the principles advanced,
the lordship and dominion, like that of the lands
in England, was in the king solely, and a right
from thence accrued to him, of disposing such
territories, under such tenure, and for such
services to be performed, as the king .or lord
thought proper. But how the grantees became
subjects of England, that is, the supreme au-
thority of the parliament, your excellency has
not explained tous. We conceive that, upon
the feudal principles, all power is in the king;
they afford us no idea of parliament. *The
lord was in early times, the legislator and judge
over all his feudatories,” says Judge Blackstone.
By the struggle for liberty in England, from the
days of king John, to the last happy revolution,
the constitution has been gradually changing
for the better; and, upon the more rational
principles that all men, by nature, are in a state
of equality in respect of jurisdiction and do-
minion, power in England has been more
equally divided. And thus, also, in America,
though we hold our lands agreeably to the
feudal principles of the king, yet our predeces-
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sors wisely took care to enter into compact’

with the king, that power here should also be
equally divided, agreeably to the original funda-
mental principles of the English constitution,
declared in Magna Charta, and other laws and
statutes of England, made to confirm them.

Your excellency says, * you can by no means.

concede to us that it is now, or was, when the
plantations were first granted, the prerogative
of the kings of England, to constitute a number
of new governments, altogether independent of
the sovereign authority of the English empire.”
By the feudal principles, upon which you say
«all the grants which have been made ot
America are founded, the constitution of the
emperor have the force of law.” If our gov-
ernment be considered as merely feudatory,
we are subject to the king's absolute will, and
there is no authority of parliament, as the sov-
ereign authority of the British empire. v~ Upon
these principles, what could hinder the king's
constituting a number of independent govern-
ments in America? That king Charles the I.
did actually set up a government in this coleny,
conceding to it powers of making and executing
laws, without any reservation to the English
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parliament, of authority to make future laws
binding therein, is a fact which your excellency
has not disproved, if you have denied it. Nor
have you shown that the parliament or nation
objected to it ; from whence we have inferred
that it was an acknowledged right. And we
cannot conceive, why the king has not the same
right to alienate and dispose of countries ac-
quired by the discovery of his subjects, as he
has to * restore, upon a treaty of peace, coun-
tries which have been acquired in war,” carried
on at the charge of the nation ; orto “sell and
deliver up any part of his dominions to a for-
eign prince or state, against the general sense
of the nation;” which is *“an act of power,” or
prerogative, which your exceliency allows.
You tell us, that “ when any new countries are
discovered by English subjects, according to
the general law and usage of nations, they be-
come partof the state.”” The law of nations is,
or ought to be, founded on the law of reason.
It was the saying of Sir Edwin Sandis, in the
great case of the union of the realm of Scotland
with England, which is applicable to our pres-
ent purpose, that * there being no precedent for
this case in the law, the law is deficient; and
the law being deficient, recourse is to be had to
custom; and custom being insufficient, we
must recur to natural reason "—the greatest of
all authorities, which, he adds, *“is the law of
nations.” The opinions, therefore, and deter-
minations of the greatest sages and judges of
the law in the exchequer chamber, ought not to
be considered as decisive or binding in our
present controversy with your excellency, any
further than they are consonant to natural rea-
son. If, however, we were to recur to such
opinions and determinations, we should find
very great authorities in our favor, to show that
the statutes of England are not binding on
those who are not represented in parliament
there. The opinion of Lord Coke, that Ireland
was bound by statutes of England, wherein
they were named, if compared with his other
writings, appears manifestly to be grounded
upon a supposition, that Ireland had, by an act
of their own, in the reign of king John, con-
sented to be thus bound ; and, upon any other
supposition, this opinion would be against rea-
son ; for consent only gives human laws their
force. We beg leave, upon what your excel-
lency has observed of the colony becoming a
part of the state, to subjoin the opinions of
several learned civilians, as quoted by a very
able lawyer in this country, * Colonies,” says
Puffendorf, ‘ are settled in different methods ;
for, cither the colony continues a part of the
commonwealth it was set out from, or else is
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obliged to pay a dutiful regard to the mother
commonwealth, and to be in readiness to de-
fend and vindicate its honor, and so is united
by a sort of unequal confederacy ; or, lastly, is
erected into a separate commonwealth, and
assumes the same rights with the state it de-
scended from.” And king Tullius, as quoted
by the same learned author from Grotius, says,
“we look upon it to be neither truth nor justice,
that mother cities ought, of necessity, and by
the law of nature, to rule over the colonies.”

Your excellency has misinterpreted what we
have said, “that no country, by the common
law, was subject to the laws or the parliament,
but the realm of England ;" and are pleased
to tell us, “that we have expressed ourselves
incautiously.” We beg leave to recite the
words of the judges of England, in the before
mentioned case, to our purpose. “If aking go
out of England with a company of his servants,
allegiance remaineth among his subjects and
servants, although he be out of his realm,
whereto his laws are confined.” We did not
mean to say, as your excellency would sup-
pose, that ¢ the common law prescribes limits
to the extent of the Jegislative power,” though
we shall always affirm it to be true, of the law
of reason and natural equity. Your excellency
thinks you have made it appear, that the
“colony of Massachusetts-Bay is holden as
feudatory of the imperial crown of England;”
and, therefore, you say, “to use the words of a
very great autharity in a case, in some respects
analogous to it,” being feudatory, it necessarily
follows that ‘it is under the government of
the king’s laws.” Your excellency has not
named this authority; but we conceive his
meaning must be, that, being feudatory, it is
under the government of the king’s laws abso-
lutely ; for, as we have before said, the feudal
system admits of no idea of the authority of
parliament ; and this would have been the case
of the colony, but for the compact with the
king in the charter.

Your excellency says, that *persons thus
holding under the crown of England, remain
or become subjects of England,” by which, we
suppose your excellency to mean, subject to the
supreme authority of parliament, * to allintents
and purposes, as fully as if any of the royal
manors, etc., within the realm, had been granted
to them upon the like tenure,” We appre-
hend, with submission, your excellency is mis-
taken in supposing that our allegiance is due
to the crown of England. Every man swears
allegiance for himself, to his own king, in his
natural person. “Every subject is presumed
by law to be sworn to the king, which is to his
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natural person,” says lord Coke—Rep. on Cal-
vin's case. “ The allegiance is due to his nat-
ural body;"” and, he says, “in the reign of
Edward II. the Spencers, the father and the
son, to cover the treason hatched in their
hearts, invented this damnable and damned
opinion, that homage and oath of allegiance
was more by reason of the king’s crown, that
is, of his politic capacity, than by reason of the
person of the king; upon which opinion they
inferred execrable and detestable consequents.”
The judges of England, all but one, in
the case of the union between Scotland and
England, declared that “allegiance followeth
the natural person, not the politic,” and, “to
prove the allegiance to be tied to the body nat-
ural of the king, and not to the body politic, the
lord Coke cited the phrases of divers statutes,
mentioning our natural liege sovereign.” If,
then, the homage and allegiance is not ta the
body politic of the king, then it is not to himas
the head, or any part of that legislative au-
thority, which your excellency says “is equally
extensive with the authority of the crown
throughout every part of the dominion ;”’ and
your excellency’s observation thereupon must
fail. The same judges mention the alleglance
of a subject to the kings of England, who is
out of the reach and extent of the laws of Eng-
land, which is perfectly reconcilable with the
principles of our ancestors, quoted before from
your excellency’s history, but, upon your excel-
lency’s principles, appears to us.to be absurdity.
The judges, speaking of a subject, say, “ al-
though his birth was out of the bounds of the
kingdom of England, and out of the reach and
extent of the laws of England, yet, if it were
within the allegiance of the king of England,
etc., Normandy, Aquitain, Gascoign, and other
places, within the limits of France, and, conse-
quently, out of the realm or bounds of the king-
dom of England, were in subjection to the kings
of England.” And the judges say, “ Rer «
Regnum, be not so relatives, as a king can be
king of but one kingdom, which clearly holdeth
not, but that his kingly power extending to
divers nations and kingdoms, all owe him
equal subjection, and are equally born to the
benefit of his protection ; and although he is
to govern them by their distinct laws, yet any
one of the people coming into the other, is to
have the benefit of the laws, wheresoever he
cometh.” So they are not to be deemed aliens,
as your excellency in your speech supposes, in
any of the dominions, all which accords with
the principles our ancestors held. * And he is
to bear the burden of taxes of the place where
he cometh, but living in one, or for his liveli-
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hood in one, he is not to be taxed in the other,
because laws ordain taxes, impositions, and
charges, as a discipline of subjection, particu~
larized to every particular nation.” Nothing,
we think, can be more clear to our purpose
than the decision of judges, perhaps as learned
as ever adorned the English nation, or in favor
of America, in her present controversy with
the mother state.

v Your excellency says that, by “our not dis-
tinguishing between the crown of England and
the kings and queens of England, in their per-
sonal or natural capacities, we have been led
into a fundamental error.” Upon this very
distinction we have availed ourselves. We have
said, that our ancestors considered the land,
which they took possession of in America, as
out of the bounds of the kingdom of England,
and out of the reach and extent of the laws of
England; and that the king also, even in the
act of granting the charter, considered the ter-
ritory as not within the realm ; that the king
had an absolute right in himself to dispose of
the lands, and that this was not disputed by
the nation ; nor could the lands, on any solid
grounds, be claimed by the nation ; and, there-
fore, our ancestors received the lands, by grant,
from the king; and, at the same time, com-

-
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pacted with him, and promised him homage .

and allegiance, not in his public or politic, but
natural capacity only. If it be difficult for us
to show how the king acquired a title to this
country in his natural capacity, or separate
from his relation to his subjects, which we con-
fess, yet we conceive it will be equally difficult
for your excellency to show how the body poli-
tic and nation of England acquired it. Our
ancestors supposed it was acquired by neither;
and, therefore, they declared, as we have before
quoted from your history, that, saving their
actual purchase from the natives of the soil,
the dominion, the lordship, and sovereignty,
they had, in the sight of God and man, no
right and title to what they possessed. How
much clearer then, in natural reason and equity,
must our title be, who hold estates dearly pur-
chased at the expense of our own, as well as
our ancestors’ labor, and defended by them
with treasure and blood.

Your excellency has been pleased to confirm,
rather than deny or confute, a piece of history,
which, you say, we took from an anonymous
pamphlet, and by which you *fear we have
been too easily misled.” It may be gathered
from your own declaration, and other authori-
ties, besides the anonymous pamphlet, that the
house of commons took exception, not at the
king’s having made an absolute grant of the
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territory, but at the claim of an exclusive right
to the fishery on the banks and sea coast, by
virtme of the patent. At this you say “the
house of commons was alarmed, and a bill was
brought in for allowing a free fishery.” And,
upon this occasion, your excellency allows that
“one of the secretaries of state declared, that
the plantations were not annexed to the crown,
and so were not within the jurisdiction of par-
liament.”” 1f we should concede to what your
excellency supposes might possibly, or, * per-
haps,” be the case, that the secretary made
this declaration ‘““as his own opinion,” the
event showed that it was the opinion of the
king too; for it is not to be accounted for upon
any other principle, that he would have denied
his royal assent to a bill, formed for no other
purpose, but to grant his subjects in England
the privilege of fishing on the sea coasts in
America. The account published by Sir Ferdi-
nando Gorges himself, of the proceedings of
parliament on this occasion, your excellency
thinks will remove all doubt of the sense of
the nation, and of the patentees of this patent
or charter, in 1620. “ This narrative,” you
say, “ has all the appearance of truth and sin-
cerity,” which we do not deny; and, to us, it
carries this conviction with it, that « what was
objected” in parliament, was the exclusive
claim of fishing only. His imagining that he
had satisfied the house, after divers attendan-
ces, that the planting a colony was of much
more consequence than a simple disorderly
course of fishing, is sufficient for our convic-
tion. We know that the nation was at that
time alarmed with. apprehensions of monopo-
lies ; and, if the patent of New England was
presented by the two houses as a grievance, it
did not show, as your excellency supposes,
“ the sense they then had of their authority
over this new acquired territory,” but only their
sense of the grievance of a monopoly of the
sea.

We are happy to hear your excellency say,
that « our, remarks upon, and construction of
the words, not repugnant to the laws of Eng-
land; are much the same with those of the
council” It serves to confirm us in our opin-
jon, in what we take to be the most important
matter of difference between your excellency
and the two houses: After saying, that the
statute of 7th and 8th of William and Mary
favors the construction of the words, as intend-
ing such laws of England as are made more
immediately to respect us, you tell us, that
* the province agent, Mr. Dummer, in his much
applauded defence, says that then a law of
the plantations may be said to be repugnant to
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a law made in Great Britain, when it flatly con-
tradicts it, so far as the law made there men-
tions and relates to the plantations.” Thisis
plain and obvious to common sense, and, there-
fore, cannot be denied. But, if your excellency
would read a page or two further, in that ex-
cellent defence, you will see that he mentions
this as the sense of the phrase, as taken from
an act of parliament, rather than as the sense
he would choose himself to put upon it; and
he expressly designs to show, in vindication of
the charter, that, in that sense of words, there
never was a law made in the plantations repug-
nant to the laws of Great Britain. He gives
another construction, much more likely to be
the true intent of the words, namely,  that the
patentees shall not presume, under color of
their particular charters, to make any laws
inconsistent with the great charter, and other
laws of England, by which the lives, liberties,
and properties of Englishmen are secured.”
This is the sense in which our ancestors un-
derstood the words ; and, therefore, they are
unwilling to conform to the acts of trade, and
disregarded them till they made provision to
give them force in the colony, by a law of their
own ; saying, “ that the laws of England did
not reach America; and those acts were an in-
vasion of their rights, liberties, and properties,”
because they were not “ represented in parlia-
ment.” The right of being governed by laws,
which were made by persons in whose election .
they had a voice, they looked upon as the
foundation of English liberties. By the com-
pact with the king, in the charter, they were to
be as free in America as they would have been
if they had remained within the realm; and,
therefore, they freely asserted that they « were
to be governed by laws made by themselves,
and by officers chosen by themselves.” Mr.
Dummer says, “it seems reasonable enough to
think that the crown,” and, he might have
added, our ancestors, * intended by this injunc-
tion to provide for all its subjects, that they
might not be oppressed by arbitrary power;
but, being still- subjects, they should be pro-
tected by the same mild laws, and enjoy the
same happy government, as if they continued
within the realm.” And, considering the words
of the charter in this light, he looks upon
them as designed to be a fence against oppres-
sion and despotic power. Butthe construction
which your excellency puts upon the words,
reduces us to a state of vassalage, and exposes
us to oppression and despotic power, whenever
a parliament shall see fit to make laws for that
purpose, and put them in execution.

We flatter ourselves that, from the large
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extracts we have made from your excellency’s
history of the colony, it appears evidently that,
under both charters, it hath been the sense of
the people and of the government, that they
were not under the jurisdiction of parliament.
We pray you again to turn to those quotations,
and our observations upon them ; and we wish
to have your excellency’s judicious remarks.
When we adduced that history, to prove that
the sentiments of private persons of influence,
four or five years after the restoration, were
very different from what your excellency appre-
hended them to be, when you delivered your
speech, you seem to concede to it, by telling us,
“it was, as you take it, from the principles
imbibed in those times of anarchy, (preceding
the restoration,) that they disputed the authority
of parliament;” but, you add, “the govern-
ment would not venture to dispute it.” We
find, in the same history, a quotation from a
letter of Mr. Stoughton, dated seventeen years
after the restoration, mentioning  the country’s
not taking notice of the acts of navigation, to
observe them.” And it was, as we take it,
after that time that the government declared,
in a letter to their agents, that they had not
submitted to them ; and they ventured to * dis-
pute ” the jurisdiction, asserting that they
apprehended the acts to be an invasion of the
rights, liberties, and properties of the subjects
of his majesty in the colony, they not being
represented in parliament, and that ¢ the laws
of England did not reach America.” It very
little avails in proof, that they conceded to the
supreme authority of parliament, their telling
the commissioners, “that the act of navigation
had for some years before been observed here ;
that they knew not of its being greatly violated ;
and that such laws as appeared to be against
it, were repealed.” It may as truly be said now,
that the revenue acts are observed by some of
the people of this province; but it cannot be
said that the government and people of this
province have conceded that the parliament had
authority to. make such acts to be observed
here. Neither does their declaration to the
commissioners, that such laws as appeared to
be against the act of navigation, were repealed,
prove their concession of the authority of par-
liament, by any means, so much as their mak-
ing provision for giving force to an act of
parliament within this province, by a deliberate
and solemn act or law of their own, proves the
contrary.

You tell us, that “the government, four or
five years before the charter was vacated, more
explicitly,” that is, than by a conversation with
the commissioners, “ acknowledged the author-
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ity of parliament, and voted that their governor
should take the oath required of him, faithfully
to do and perform all matters and things en-
joined him by the acts of trade.” But does this,
may it please your excellency, show their ex-
plicit acknowledgment of the authority of par-
liament? Does it not rather show directly the
contrary? For, what could there be for their
vote, or authority, to require him to take the
oath already required of him by the act of par-
liament, unless both he and they judged that
an act of parliament was not of force sufficient
to bind him to take such an ocath? We do not
deny, but, on the contrary, are fully persuaded,
that your excellency’s principles in government
are still of the same with what they appear to
be in the history; for you there say, that « the
passing this law, plainly shows the wrong
sense they had of the relation they stood unto
England.” But we are from hence convinced,
that your excellency, when you wrote the his-
tory, was of our mind in this respect, that our
ancestors, in passing the law, discovered their
opinion, that they were without the jurisdiction
of parliament; for it was upon this principle
alone, they shewed the wrong sense they had,
in your excellency’s opinion, of the relation they
stood unto England. ‘

Your excellency, in your second speech, con-
descends to point out to us the acts and doings
of the general assembly, which relates to acts
of parliament, which, you think, * demonstrates
that they have been acknowledged by the as-
sembly, or submitted to by the people,” neither
of which, in our opinion, shows that it was
the sense of the nation, and our predecessors,
when they first took possession of this planta-

‘tion, or colony, by a grant and charter from

the crown, that they were to remain subject to
the supreme authority of the English parlia-
ment.

Your excellency seems chiefly to rely upon
our ancestors, after the revolution, “ proclaim-
ing king William and queen Mary, in the room
of king James,” and taking the oaths to them,
“the alteration of the form of oaths, from time
to time,” and finally, “ the establishment of the
form, which every one of us has complied with,
as the charter, in express terms, requires and
makes our duty.” We do not know that it has
ever been a point in dispute, whether the kings
of England were #ps0 facto kings in, and over,
this colony, or province. The compact was
made between king Charles the I. his heirs and
successors, and the governor and company,
their heirs and successors. It is easy, upon
this principle, to account for the acknowledg-
ment of, and subrmission to, king William and



MASSACHUSETTS.

tesritory, but at the claim of an exclusive right
to the fishery on the banks and sea coast, by
virtue of the patent. At this you say “the
house of commons was alarmed, and a bill was
brought in for allowing a free fishery.” And,
upon this occasion, your excellency allows that
“one of the secretaries of state declared, that
the plantations were not annexed to the crown,
and so were not within the jurisdiction of par-
liament.” 1f we should concede to what your
excellency supposes might possibly, or, “per-
baps,” be the case, that the secretary made
this declaration “as his own opinion,” the
event showed that it was the opinion of the
king too; for it is not to be accounted for upon
any other principle, that he would have denied
his royal assent to a bill, formed for no other
purpose, but to grant his subjects in England
the privilege of fishing on the sea coasts in
America. The account published by Sir Ferdi-
nando Gorges himself, of the proceedings of
parliament on this occasion, your excellency
thinks will remove all doubt of the sense of
the nation, and of the patentees of this patent
or charter, in 1620. *This narrative,” you
say, “ has all the appearance of truth and sin-
cerity,” which we do not deny; and, to us, it
carries this conviction with it, that “ what was
objected”” in parliament, was the exclusive
claim of fishing only. His imagining that he
had satisfied the house, after divers attendan-
ces, that the planting a colony was of much
more consequence than a simple disorderly
course of fishing, is sufficient for our convic-
tion. We know that the nation was at that
time alarmed with. apprehensions of monopo-
- lies ; and, if the patent of New England was
presented by the two houses as a grievance, it
did not show, as your excellency supposes,
“ the sense they then had of their authority
over this new acquired territory,” but only their
sense of the grievance of a monopoly of the
sea.

We are happy to hear your excellency say,
that « our, remarks upon, and construction of
the words, not repugnant to the laws of Eng-
land, are much the same with those of the
counciL” It serves to confirm us in our opin-
jon, in what we take to be the most important
matter of difference between your excellency
and the two houses: After saying, that the
statute of 7th and 8th of William and Mary
favors the construction of the words, as intend-
ing such laws of England as are made more
immediately to respect us, you tell us, that
* the province agent, Mr. Dummer, in his much
applauded defence, says that then a law of
the plantations may be said to be repugnant to
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a law made in Great Britain, when it flatly con-
tradicts it, so far as the law made there men-
tions and relates to the plantations.” This is
plain and obvious to common sense, and, there-
fore, cannot be denied. But, if your excellency
would read a page or two further, in that ex-
cellent defence, you will see that he mentions
this as the sense of the phrase, as taken from
an act of parliament, rather than as the sense
he would choose himself to put upen it; and
he expressly designs to show, in vindication of
the charter, that, in that sense of words, there
never was a law made in the plantations repug-
nant to the laws of Great Britain. He gives
another construction, much more likely to be
the true intent of the words, namely, “ that the
patentees shall not presume, under color of
their particular charters, to make any laws
inconsistent with the great charter, and other
laws of England, by which the lives, liberties,
and properties of Englishmen are secured.”
This is the sense in which our ancestors un-
derstood the words; and, therefore, they are
unwilling to conform to the acts of trade, and
disregarded them till they made provision to
give them force in the colony, by a law of their
own ; saying, “ that the laws of England did
not reach America ; and those acts were an in-
vasion of their rights, liberties, and properties,”
because they were not “ represented in parlia-
ment.” The right of being governed by laws,
which were made by persons in whose election .
they had a voice, they looked upon as the
foundation of English liberties. By the com-
pact with the king, in the charter, they were to
be as free in America as they would have been
if they had remained within the realm ; and,
therefore, they freely asserted that they * were
to be governed by laws made by themselves,
and by officers chosen by themselves.” Mr.
Dummer says, “it seems reasonable enough to
think that the crown,” and, he might have
added, our ancestors, “ intended by this injunc-
tion to provide for all its subjects, that they
might not be oppressed by arbitrary power;
but, being still- subjects, they should be pro-
tected by the same mild laws, and enjoy the
same happy government, as if they continued
within the realm.” And, considering the words
of the charter in this light, he looks upon
them as designed to be a fence against oppres-
sion and despotic power. But the construction
which your excellency puts upon the words,
reduces us to a state of vassalage, and exposes
us to oppression and despotic power, whenever
a parliament shall see fit to make laws for that
purpose, and put them in execution.

We flatter ourselves that, from the large
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extracts we have made from your excellency’s
history of the colony, it appears evidently that,
under both charters, it hath been the sense of
the people and of the government, that they
were not under the jurisdiction of parliament.
‘We pray you again to turn to those quotations,
and our observations upon them ; and we wish
to have your excellency’s judicious remarks.
When we adduced that history, to prove that
the sentiments of private persons of influence,
four orfive years after the restoration, were
very different from what your excellency appre-
hended them to be, when you delivered your
speech, you seem to concede to it, by telling us,
“it was, as you take it, from the principles
imbibed in those times of anarchy, (preceding
the restoration,) that they disputed the authority
of parliament;” but, you add, “the govern-
ment would not venture to dispute it.”” We
find, in the same history, a quotation from a
letter of Mr. Stoughton, dated seventeen years
after the restoration, mentioning * the country’s
not taking notice of the acts of navigation, to
observe them.” And it was, as we take it,
after that time that the government declared,
in a letter to their agents, that they had not
submitted to them ; and they ventured to “ dis-
pute " the jurisdiction, asserting that they
apprehended the acts to be an invasion of the
rights, liberties, and properties of the subjects
of his majesty in the colony, they not being
represented in parliament, and that * the laws
of England did not reach America.” It very
little avails in proof, that they conceded to the
supreme authority of parliament, their telling
the commissioners, “that the act of navigation
had for some years before been observed here ;
that they knew not of its being greatly violated ;
and that such laws as appeared to be against
it, were repealed.” It may as truly be said now,
that the revenue acts are observed by some of
the people of this province; but it cannot be
said that the government and people of this
province have conceded that the parliament had
authority to. make such acts to be observed
here. Neither does their declaration to the
commissioners, that such laws as appeared to
be against the act of navigation, were repealed,
prove their concession of the authority of par-
liament, by any means, so much as their mak-
ing provision for giving force to an act of
parliament within this province, by a deliberate
and solemn act or law of their own, proves the
contrary.

You tell us, that “the government, four or
five years before the charter was vacated, more
explicitly,” that is, than by a conversation with
the commissioners, “ acknowledged the author-
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ity of parliament, and voted that their governor
should take the oath required of him, faithfully
to do and perform all matters and things en-
joined him by the acts of trade.” Butdoes this,
may it please your excellency, show their ex-
plicit acknowledgment of the authority of par-
liament? Does it not rather show directly the
contrary? For, what could there be for their
vote, or authority, to require him to take the
oath already required of him by the act of par-~
liament, unless both he and they judged that
an act of parliament was not of force sufficient
to bind him to take such an oath? We do not
deny, but, on the contrary, are fully persuaded,
that your excellency’s principles in government
are still of the same with what they appear to
be in the history; for you there say, that « the
passing this law, plainly shows the wrong
sense they had of the relation they stood unto
England.” But we are from hence convinced,
that your excellency, when you wrote the his-
tory, was of our mind in this respect, that our
ancestors, in passing the law, discovered their
opinion, that they were without the jurisdiction
of parliament; for it was upon this principle
alone, they shewed the wrong sense they had,
in your excellency’s opinion, of the relation they
stood unto England. *

Your excellency, in your second speech, con-
descends to point out to us the acts and doings
of the general assembly, which relates to acts
of parliament, which, you think, « demonstrates
that they have been acknowledged by the as-
sembly, or submitted to by the people,” neither
of which, in our opinion, shows that it was
the sense of the nation, and our predecessors,
when they first took possession of this planta-

‘tion, or colony, by a grant and charter from

the crown, that they were to remain subject to
the supreme authority of the English parlia-
ment.

Your excellency seems chiefly to rely upon
our ancestors, after the revolution, * proclaim-
ing king William and queen Mary, in the room
of king James,” and taking the oaths to them,
“ the alteration of the form of oaths, from time
to time,” and finally, * the establishment of the
form, which every one of us has complied with,
as the charter, in express terms, requires and
makes our duty.” We do not know that it has
ever been a point in dispute, whether the kings
of England were #ps0 facto kings in, and over,
this colony, or province. The compact was
made between king Charles the I. his heirs and
successors, and the governor and company,
their heirs and successors. It is easy, upon
this principle, to account for the acknowledg-
ment of, and submission to, king William and
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queen Mary, as successors of Charles the I. in
the room of king James; besides, it is to be
considered, that the people in the colony, as
well as in England, had suffered under the
tyrant James, by which he had alike forfeited
his right to reign over both. There had beena
revolution here, as well as in England. The
eyes of the people here were upon William and
Mary ; and the news of their being proclaimed
in England was, as your excellency’s history
tells us, “the most joyful news ever received
in New England.” And, if they were not pro-
claimed here, “by virtue of an act of the
* colony,” it was, as we think may be concluded
from the tenor of your history, with the general
or universal consent of the people, as apparent-
ly as if “ such act had passed.” It is consent
alone that makes any human laws binding;
and, as a learned author observes, a purely
voluntary submission to an act, because it is
highly in our favor and for our benefit, is in all
equity and justice, to be deemed as not at all
proceeding from the right we include in the
legislators, that they thereby obtain an authori-
ty over us, and that ever hereafter, we must
obey them of duty. We would observe, that
one of the first acts of the general assembly
of this province, since the present charter, was
an act requiring the taking the oaths mentioned
in an act of parliament, to which you refer us.
For what purpose was this act of the assembly
passed, if it was the sense of the legislators
that the act of parliament was in force in the
province ? And, at the same time, another act
was made for the establishment of other oaths
necessary to be taken, both which acts have
the royal sanction, and are now in force. Your
excellency says, that when the colony applied
to king William for a second charter, they
knew the oath the king had taken, which was
to govern them according to the statutes in
parliament, and (which your excellency here
omits,) the laws and customs of the same. By
the laws and customs of parliament, the people
of England freely debate and consent to such
statutes as are made by themselves or their
chosen representatives. This is a law or cus-
tom, which all mankind may justly challenge
as their inherent right. According to this law,
the king has an undoubted right to govern us.
Your excellency, upon recollection, surely will
not infer from hence, that it was the sense of
our predecessors that there was to remain a
supremacy in the English parliament, or a full
power and authority to make laws binding upon
us, in all cases whatever, in that parliament,
where we cannot debate and deliberate upon
the necessity or expediency of any law, and,
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consequently, without our consent; and, as it
may probably happen, destructive of the first
law of society, the good of the whole. You tell
us that, “ after the assumption of all the powers
of government, by virtue of the new charter,
an act passed for the reviving, for a limited
time, all the local laws of the Massachusetts
Bay and New Plymouth, respectively, not
repugnant to the laws of England. And, at
the same session, an act passed establishing
naval officers, that all undue trading, contrary
to an act of parliament, may be prevented.”
Among the acts that were then revived, we
may reasonably suppose was that, whereby
provision was-made to give force to this act of
parliament in the province. The establish-
ment, therefore, of the naval officers, was to
aid the execution of an act of parliament, for
the observance of which, within the colony, the

assembly had before made provision, after free -

debates, with their own consent, and by their
own act.

The act of parliament, passed in 1741, for
putting an end to several unwarrantable
schemes, mentioned by your excellency, was
designed for the general good; and, if the
validity of it was not disputed, it cannot be
urged as a concession of the supreme authority,
to make laws binding on us in all cases what-
ever. But, if the design of it was for the gen-
eral benefit of the province, it was. in one
respect, at least greatly complained of by the
persons more immediately affected by it; and
to remedy the inconvenience, the legislature of
this province passed an act, directly militating
with it ; which is the strongest evidence that,
although they may have submitted, sud sslentso,
to some acts of parliament, that they conceiveds
might operate for their benefit, they did not
conceive themselves bound by any of its acts
which, they judged, would operate to the injury
even of individuals. :

Your excellency has not thought proper to
attempt to confute the reasoning of a learned
writer on the laws of nature and nations,
quoted by us, on this occasion, to shew that
the authority of the legislature does not extend
so far as the fundamentals of the constitution.
We are unhappy in not having your remarks
upon the reasoning of that great man; and,
until it is confuted, we shall remain of the
opinion, that the fundamentals of the constitu-
tion being excepted from the commission of
the legislators, none of the acts or doings of the
general assembly, however deliberate and sol-
emn, could avail to change them, if the people
have not, in very express terms, given them the
power to do it; and that, much less ought



their acts and doings, however numerous,
which barely refer to acts of parliament made
expressly to relate to us, to be taken as an
acknowledgment that we are subject to the
supreme authority of parliament.

‘We shall sum up our own sentiments in the
words of that learned writer, Mr. Hooker, in
his ecclesiastical policy. as quoted by Mr.
Locke.—“ The lawful power of making laws to
command whole political societies of men, be-
lopging so properly to the same entire societies
that for any prince or potentate of what kind
soever, to exercise the same of himself, and
not from express commission, immediately and
personally received from God, is no better than
mere tyranny. Laws, therefore, they are not,
which public approbation hath not made so;
for laws human, of what kind soever, are avail-
able by consent.” *Since men, npaturally,
have no full and perfect power to command
whole politic multitudes of men, therefore,
utterly without our consent, we could in such
sort, be at no man’s commandment living.
And to bé commanded, we do not consent,
when that society, whereof we be a party, hath
at any time before consented.”” We think
your excellency has not proved, either that the
colony is a part of the politic society of Eng-
land, or that it has ever consented that the
parliament of England or Great Britain, should
make laws binding upon us, in all cases,
whether made expressly to refer tous or not.

We cannot help, before we conclude, expres-
sing our great concern, that your excellency
has thus repeatedly, in a manner, insisted upon
our free sentiments on matters of so delicate a
nature and weighty importance. The question
appears to us to be no other, than whether we
are the subjects of absolute unlimited power,
or of a free government, formed on the princi-
ples of the English constitution. If your excel-
lency’s doctrine be true, the people of this pro-
vince hold their lands of the crown and people
of England ; and their lives, liberties, and pro-
perties, are at their disposal ; and that, even
by compact and their own consent, they were
subject to the king, as the head allersius populi
of another people, in whose legislature they
have no voice or interest. They are, indeed,
said to have a constitution and a legislature of
their own ; but your excellency has explained
it into a mere phantom ; limited, controled,
superseded, and nullified at the will of anotlfr.
Is this the constitution which so charmed our
ancestors, that, as your excellency has iniormed
us, they kept a day of solemn thanksgiving to
Almighty God when they reéceived it? And
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children in understanding, as to please them
selves with the imagination, that they were
blessed with the same rights and liberties
which natural born subjects in England en-
joyed, when at the same time, they had fully
consented to be ruled and ordered by a legisla-
ture, a thousand leagues distant from them,
which cannot be supposed to be sufficiently
acquainted with their circumstances, if con-
cerned for their interest, and in which they
cannot be in any sense represented ?

[The committee who reported the above,
were Mr. Cushing, (the speaker), Mr. S,
Adams, Mr. Hancock, Mr. Philips, Major Fos-
ter, Col. Bowers, Mr. Hobson, Col. Thayer,
and Mr. Denny.]

RESOLUTIONS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

On motion of Mr. S. Adams, the following re-
solutsons were adopled, 110 lo 4, May 38, 1773.

Whereas, the speaker hath communicated to
this house, a letter from the truly respectable
house of Burgesses, in his majesty’s ancient
colony of Virginia, enclosing a copy of the
resolves entered into by them, on the rath of
March last, and requesting that a committee
of this house may be appointed to communi-
cate, from time to time, with a corresponding
committee, then appointed by the said house
of Burgesses in Virginia :

And, whereas this house is fully sensible of
the necessity and importance of a union of* the
several colonies in America, at a time when it
clearly appears, that the rights and liberties of
all are systematically invaded; in order that
the joint wisdom of the whole may be em-
ployed in consulting their common safety :

Resolved, That this house have a very grate-
ful sense of the obligations they are under to
the house of Burgesses, in Virginia, for the
vigilance, firmness and wisdom, which they
have discovered, at all times, in support of the
rights and liberties of the American colonies ;
and do heartily concur with theirsaid judicious
and spirited resolves.

Resobved, That a standing committee of cor-
respondence and enquiry be appointed, to con-
sist of fifteen members, any eight of whom to
be a quorum ;;whose business it shall be, to
obtain the most early and authentic intelligence
of all suclriacts and resolutions of the British
parligm&ht, or proceedings of administrations
as thay relate to, or affect the British colonies

were they men of so Jittle discernment, such

Lin’ America, and to keep up and maintain a
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correspondence and communication with our
sister colonies, respecting these important con~
siderations ; and the result of such their pro-
ceedings, from time to time, to lay before the
house.

Resolved, That it ‘be an instruction to the
said committee, that they do, without delay,
inform themselves particularly of the principles
and authority, on which was constituted a
court of enquiry, held in Rhode Island, said to
be vested with powers to transport persons,
accused of offences committed in America, to
places beyond the seas, to be tried.*

Resolved, That the said committee be further
instructed to prepare and report to this house,
a draft of a very respectful answer to the letter,
received from the speaker of the honorable
house of Burgesses of Virginia, and another,
to a letter received from the speaker of the
honorable house of representatives, of the
colony of Rhode Island: also, a circular letter
to the several other houses of assembly, on
this continent, enclosing the aforesaid resolves,
and requesting them to lay the same before
their respective assemblies, in confidence, that
they will readily and cheerfully comply with
the wise and salutary resolves of the house of
Burgesses, in Virginia.

[The committee of correspondence, chosen
in pursuance of the resolves aforesaid, were
Mr. Cushing, (the speaker), Mr. Adams, hon.
John Hancock, Mr. William Phillips, captain
William Heath, hon. Joseph Hawley, James
Warren, esq. R. Derby, jun. esq. Mr. Elbridge
Gerry, J. Bowers, esq., Jedediah Foster, esq.
Daniel Leonard, esq. captain T. Gardner, capt.
Jonathan Greenleaf, and J. Prescott, esq.]

LETTER FROM THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.

ADDRESSED TO THE SPEAKERS OF THE
SEVERAL HOUSES OF ASSEMBLY, ON THE
CONTINENT. BOSTON, JUNE 3, 1773.

S1R—The house of representatives of this
province, being earnestly attentive to the con-
troversy between Great Britain and the colo-
nies, and considering that the authority claimed
and exercised by parliament, on the one side,
and by the general assemblies of this conti-

¢ In consequence of burning the Gaspee, a British
armed vessel, which had greatly harassed the navigation
of Rhode Island, & court of enquiry was appointed, under
the great seal of England, to be holden at Newport. They
met once and again, but finally dissolved, without doing
any thing important. It was supposed that many persons,
suspected of burning the Gaspee, would have been sent
%0 Eagland for trial,
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nent, on the other, greatly militates, and is
productive of this unhappy contention, think it
of the utmost importance to the welfare of
both, and particularly of the colonies, that the
constitutional powers of each be inquired into,
delineated and fully ascertained.

That his majesty’s subjects of America, are
entitled to the same rights and liberties as
those of Great Britain, and that these ought,
in justice, by the constitution, to be as well
guaranteed and secured, to the one as to the
other, are too apparent to be denied.

It is, by this house, humbly conceived, to
be likewise undeniable, that the authority
assumed, and now forcibly exercised by parlia-
ment, over the colonies, is utterly subversive
of freedom in the latter; and that, while his
majesty’s loyal subjects in America have the
mortification, daily, to see new abridgments
of their rights and liberties, they have not the
least security for those which at present
remain. Were the colonist only affected by a
legislature, subject to their control, they would,
even then, have no other security than belongs
to them by the laws of nature, and the English
constitution; but should the authority, now
claimed by parliament, be fully supported by
power, submitted to by the colonies, it appears
to this house that there will be an end to
liberty in America; and that the colonists
will then change the name of freemen for that
of slaves,

In order to adjust and settle these important
concerns, the free and magnanimous Bur-
gesses of Virginia have proposed a method
for uniting the councils of its sister colonies ;
and it appearing to this house to be a measure
very wise and salutary, is cheerfully received
and heartily adopted.

With great respect for your honorable as-
sembly, and in confidence that a matter, which
so nearly affects the safety of each colony, will
be assisted by its wise councils, permit this
house to enclose a copy of resolutions, lately
entered into here, and to request you to com-
municate the same at a convenient opportunity,

THOMAS CUSHING, Speaker.

[June 2, 1773, the galleries having been
cleared, by a vote of the house, Mr. S. Adams
observed, “ that he perceived the minds of the
people were much agitated by a report, that let-
ters of an extraordinary nature had been written
and sent to England, greatly to the prejudice of
this province.: that he had obtained certain Jet-
ters, with different signatures, with the consent
of the gentleman from whom he received them,
that they should be read in the house; under
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certain restrictions, namely, that the said let-
ters be neither printed nor copied, in whole, or
in part,”—and he accordingly offered them for
the consideration of the house. A vote then
passed, that the letters be read ; and they were
read accordingly ; being signed, Thomas Hutch-
inson, Andrew Oliver, Charles Paxton, Robert
Auchmutty, etc. The whole house was then
resolved into a committee, to take said letters
into consideration, and the house adjourned to
the afternoon. Mr. Hancock, from the com-
mittee of the whole house, reported, that the
committee were of opinion, the tendency and
design of the said letters, was to overthrow the
constitution of this government, and to intro-
duce arbitrary power into the province, and the
report was ‘accepted, 1ol to 5. A committee
of nine was, thereupon, chosen, to consider
what was proper to be done, in reference to the
letters aforesaid ; and the speaker (Mr. Cush-
ing), Mr. Adams, Mr. Hancock, Mr. Gorham,
Mr. Pickering, Maj. Hawley, Col. Warren, Mr.
Payne and Major Foster, were chosen.]

DESTRUCTION OF TEA

IN BOoSTON HARBOR, MASSACHUSETTS, DE-
CEMBER 16, 1773.

TEA.—There have been some doubts con-
cerning the destruction of the tea on the 16th
of December, 1773. The number of the ships,
and the place where they were situated is 